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HE Work now offered to dhe Public, contains 
many curious elucidations relative to the hiſtory 
of England, and breathes thar enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of 
truth and freedom, ſo much admired in the writers of 
ancient Greece and Rome. It is quite ſufficient to 
nonplus thoſe who, in this bleſſed land of liberty, are 
not aſhamed of being advocates of deſpotiſm, who, by 
the moſt ſubtle and ſophiſtic arguments, ftrive to injure 
the glorious work of the French Revolution, and aſ- 
_ cribe miſchiefs inſeparable from ſimilar events, and 
committed during the firſt tranſports of a triumphant 
and too long oppreſſed nation, to premeditated malice . 
and natural cruelty, The people of England will 
plainly ſee by this elaborate production, that if an in- 
veterate enmity has thus long ſubſiſted between them 
and the people of France, it was not owing to injuries” 
they received from the latter, but to the wickedneſs, 
treachery, and artifices of their deſpots and ſecondary 


tyrants, who kept them, for ever ſo many centuries, iin 


3 profound 1 ae ad vileſt ſubjection. 3 
. . 
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Since che reign of the send A ; the French 
have been remarked for a moſt enlightened, polite, 
and celebrated nation, then the ſeeds of freedom were 

firſt thriving in their breaſt, they now appear in the 
moſt luxuriant bloom, and will, ſo fate ordain, ſoon 
bear the fineſt fruits for the general benefit of mankind. 

Generous Britons! perambulate this dark labyrinth of 
regal villany, and if there be any truth in the records 
of time, many of you will find themfelves baſely pre- 
judiced againſt your Gallic neighbours, who are every 
way entitled to your reſpect and amity, to which they 
make all poſſible advances. Drop, therefore, the tear of 
ſympathy over their paſt hardſhips, and inſtructed hy, 
fatal example, learn to value the | bleſſings you enjoy 
under the protection of a prince, whoſe glory and hap- 
pineſs can but be your own welfare, and. the perſon; | 

yon of your. N and liberties, 5 „ 
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THE 3 pes nearly loſt all their conqueſts in elne 
A. Gaalszg they were now; im the bands of the Pfeinks, 
Soths, and B 857 excepting a few citſes, "whiehs 
| Compiegne, and Senlis, \remained- IEF under 
tilt domination; all the others had thelr own lords, we 
| proiniſe{obedience to one they acknowledged as their thief, 
aring mon, all the while; how rdffacteryſtlielr conduct 
en this was the ſtate of -Galſizz7 when Clovis cachtꝭ to 
Invade it with a formidable am:: 0191 967 1 
alle was the firſt Chriſtian king; and) -öfſe of che Reſt) bri 
gane whe divided the ſpoils of the Raman empire - 5990 
He attacks Siagrins, Count of Soiſſons, and defeats bim it 
_ Tpitched:bartle, - This anbhppy primes f 75 ſhelter to = 
- havbmrons: Alaric, chief or king of hw Gods! Clovis, no 
ſatisfied with having ſeized his territories, afraid leſt I Gul 
ane day lay claims and ſeek to be revenged;' dete W ot 
F baſehy deli vers bim with his hands and feet tie 
ther; and. Cris [with all the cruelty natural" to a tyw 
At, rin falts: Me lab momente, ophrado bin with having F- 
— his domains) tells hit he is urworthy of f 
micht and life and orders * t de malfnered on the" "Foie 
| . 3 a Ibis 


eee 


* 


5 THE CRIMES OF THE 


. E r e r 


N ROPE 5, z e eee 
This would be ſufficient to make his memory abhorred, but 
| it is one of the leaft of his crimes. „ 


PPP 


The moſt egregious clara characterized all his projects. 
Having driven the Romans from the Gauls, he forms an al- 
liance with the Goths and Burgunders, by marrying Clotilda, 
daughter of Chilperic, one of the four brothers of the houſe. 
of Burgundy. No other motive occaſioned this marriage 
than that he might find means to lay, ſome claim to Bur- 
gundy, and afterwards, Fir a frivolous pretence, deſolate - 
it by invaſion and war. Nothing obſtructs him. Religion, 
which he derided, becomes the tool of his ambition and baſe 
longing for his neighbour's property. Clotilda was a Chriſ- 
tian, and he ſtill a Heathen, a circumſtance which put an ob- 
ſtacle to their being united; but it was ſoon removed by mu- 
tual agreement. He allowed her the free exerciſe of her re- 
ligion, while himſelf lived in his own way, that is to ſay, 
without either faith or law, till he found an opportunity to 
make Chriſtianity ſubſervient to his deſigns. 8 | 
To enumerate ſo many crimes is a taſk equally painful 
and: laborious, but the baſe partiality of too many French 
- hiſtorians, /aſcribed but virtues to our kings, and feigned to 
be enraptured with their marvellous endowments, I under- 
take therefore to convict them of falſehood ; facts will ſpeak, 
It ſhall be ſhewn, if wicked ſovereigns, fuch as hiſtory repre- 
ſents them, can have been virtuous ; we ſhall ſee if their de- 
_ teſtable crimes do not preclude. all virtuesͤ TD 
_: Clovis embraced Chriſtianity after the victory obtained 
Oer che Germans, and in conſequence of a vow he had made 
hile his ſoldiers had engaged the enemy. He undoubtedly. ; 
; vowed. gut of fear, - ſinge he hoped to: Vanquiſn under an other: : 


© 


Fol: than him he adored. It is obvious hom much ſuch a 
briſtian, as renounced his former faith, from fear and ne- 
ceſſity, but not from perſuaſion, muſt have been convinced 
of the truth of his new religion. Be as it will, St. Remy: 
baptiges that worthleſs Sycambrian. Having ſeveral: times 
been fuccefafol againſt the Ofſtrogoths,i Who had ravaged 
Rome, fortune at laſt faveurs theſe enemies; Clovis is bent, 
put to flight; obliged to give up all his conqueſts and to return 
to France, overwhelmed with ſhame, and his heart glowing 
with rage, CFFFCCTCCCCCCCCCCCC onrnd don bodaitet 
Nievertheleſs all this could not damp his ſavage diſpaktiong 
and having loſt the energy congenial to the ſpirit of great 
enterprizes, being grown old before his time, and ſtill ac 
tuated by an inſatiable deſire after other people's property, he 
employed: every baſeneſs, every treachery, every cunning of 
adeprayed heart, to pick barbarous quarrels with thoſe of ** 
55 x | 12 a 8 neign- 


£74 


; a. 


| KINOS o FRANCE. > 

8 K r als te yo lr EGS 
neighbours whoſe poſſeſſions Were unfortunately exicompaſſed, 

by his own, or ſituate on the frontiers. '' Theſe quarrels wers 


followed by as many murders'is he füſpected thete were law- 


* 


ful poſſeſſors and defenceleſs heirs. There was riever brought 


tothe ſcaffold a wr: 


i nous guilt. 8 
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He cauſed Chararic to be murdered to get Amien, Rand⸗ 


etch' ſo barbarous and ſo loaded with heis | 
WI 28 WALES A. C 
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chaire to uſurp Cambray, Sigiſbert to invade Metz and its de- 


pendeneies; yet all theſe cities had acknowledged him as 


odlous;-thoſe Clovis made uſe of againſt the three yntiappy 


_ princes will cortoborate my opinion. 


* F 


Obararie and his fon were aſſaſſinated in the following exe. 


= x . 


crable manner: He ordered them to be ſeized, condemned 
them to have their Hair ſhaved; and to be ſhut up in cloiſter 


for life. The ſon ſeeing the tears rollin down his father's 
cheeks whilft they were cutting off his hair, a puniſhment” 


1 


moſt opprobrious in that time, ſaid, Theſe green branches will. 


flouriſh again, for "the tree is not dead, but God puniſh him at 


whoſe command they are cut. Theſe words uttered by grief, 
liberty, and courage, being reported to Clovis, They com- 


plain, ſaid he, of having their hair cut off : well, cut off their 


heads.” They were inftantly beheaded,” 


He combined ingtatitude, baſeneſs; and barbarity, in the 


murder of Rana t <haire and his brother. Ranachaire had done 
him the "mof "diſtinguiſhed ſervices in all his underta- 


kings. In order to ſeize his perſon, he prevails over his do- 


 meſtics to betray their maſter, by the hope of a large rewards 
To give them a ſure proof of kis gratitude, if they will dea 


liver him into his hands, he ſends them bracelets of gilt copper. 


for ſolid gold. The traitors, duped by this mean arid avari- 
cious cunning, lay hold of Ranachaire and his brother, bind 
their hands and feet, and ſurrender them. When they were 
brought before;Clovis, Baftards, ſaid he, of our race, unwot- 


Fred yourfebues' to be thus tied ? You don't deſerve to live 


Hind? Toi do's deervt ts Hoe; pay" 
the ſhame you have brought upon our blodd by your own. That 


very inſtant he gives them violent blows with his mace; and 


7” 0 


U 


kills them both ih the preſence of his Eaptains and worthleſs? 


cuncil. When the traitors, who had delivere 


= 


and complained of the fraud witk fegard to the gilt copper 


bracelets which he had ſent them for maſſive gold; Go, ſaid 


1 E Y EY 


treaſon, but#raitors I cannot bear. 


ouncil; Wen aitors, who had delivered Rauachaire 
and his brother, came to demand the promiſed recompence,, 


He, go, ye traitors; 7s it not enough i I. ſuffer you to live? I lo 
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Ih 97 at 0 A of of ſa 2 horgih grim and the. - 
1 1 the meaſur vades Sigiſhert. to! 

. Ws ty father, that he might Fr of hig treaſures. 
comi go t Aae and uM to; - i 

reap. its E 10 into a; coffex to take out 
wh full 0 i py him ON with axes, ſeizes upen 


-" Metay ang Aateers the e bo were ignorant of his being 
. e ee e e 


. . W149) 0) be 

«ix Sigiſhext or. Clovis that deſerves. the, nee of a parti 

cid de? | pilkert | was certainly the wretched inſtrument, but 

1 805, Fred into, motion; to, have all the bengfis (0 him 
11 


ute | inet oth the blood ſpili by his orders, 
At 8 pee nmediately the man , whoſe band Had. thus ſo 
_ Viickedly few him, All the. horror of this curſed deod, 
. torts. op his bende as he, Rruck that which: was ta 
are it, Who, s fox a;circumſtantial.detail; of theſe 
 Tavage, bunter Ai them i in Gregory of Tours, the 
only. ee French finn that may be Con ſuſted. And, 
ſhould. ſuch, a monſter be ringed, amongſt the number of 
Fuss N nay, We Jhal all ſee. N who deſerve to contend with, 
for vill: 18 - ve ue 1. have pexuſed the. liſt of 
0 ers who periſhed an the ſcaffold, but conl find: 
Haga; as. found among the kings. 
At an k th e 3 <p ire , in the, Wet, haz, 


| - r 1 85 was. faft by 9, . into decke, hat re- 
. 2 ihe 1 171705 with ae an thy — drove them 


8 e e in po. ih 1 ge Sed: and degraded 
their effeminate and voluptuous life. The Postiff of 
Ex: did: 25 for et hümſelf in the midſt of | this:confuſiong. 
and the wreck:of the empire, converting to his own uſe, 
2 3 ; wh t the emperors could not keep in thoit-pabe! = 
8 ready prepared, by. à feigned humility, that: - 
range that die which were to trample. an dhe. 
perors and oppreſſed. kings q KR 
Con Cty. concludes 3 career blackened with fo Se IK 
Sealants fo; many Ange, and leaves Childebert, Clo 
domir, Cle Ferand er eme 
This being the hiſto ry: of. the! Crimes of, the Kings of. 
Ein. e, in Which 1 Jour: brothers rivalled and ſtrove 6. 
I hes, and they, having, as we-ſhall; fee; reigned! 
imo tzme. over the divide provinces of France, we ſhalli 
only” dil * the reign of, pains: Who remained a 


,, AR 


Naß be Paris, and id fre i five years: Wha e 
ons to echer b 6E molt complicated eres bf 12 
l Date et them con) ointly-till that epochs. 833 
ow could there be Biſtorians fo deſtitute of Tame, im 
ſtors ſo daring to perſuade the world that Heayen acted 1 in 
x cert wirh that abominable Sycambrian that it ſent on 
oe, for His conſecration, a, phial of oi (la Sainte 175 
2 4) by a Hes ob ? To what baſe Impo! ors. as France 
en delivered! 2 e thoufand ys Ars, it bas en deſor 
tated by 5 tende Villains 480 rrants—ſhould hea- a 
ven connive 25 the iniquities of 4 eue zolluted 21, 1 
y perfidles, mutders, and parricides ? Baſe bt latphemers ! 
it would have ated. in concert with the bebe, had they. 
| dragged that Clovis on A hurdle to the place of executior | 
5 would have ein the e of the s fo W to io of 
5 24 . | 
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nen & TO divided hi K TT ehe ert, 
Was King of Paris; Clotaire; king of Soilfbns : ; : Clodos 


kur, king 51 Orleans; Thierry, king of Vet. 

When the four brothers had diyided France, ampitien ind . 
avarice made them have recqurſe to the mo e RK 
| bediente to eneroach upon their reſpective Hates. Ss 

The broils; revenge, murders,” and Parrieides of the To 
fons of Clovis ſhall take the lead, having Al reighed at 
time over the ſtates which had devolveck to thein, though be 
knw: Clotaire farvived,. ald reigned. five. ; JE CY 
them. 

Code wir, 4 neighbour of Bur rgundy, WE incans to as 
à diſpute between him aud Spila, Rag of that 'provinc N 
under the pretence of certain dependencies, the lawful figh 
of Clotilda his mother ; and wiſhing 1 to cover his treachery  - 
with the veil of juſtice, he pretends to revenge the parricide 
of Sigiſmund, who had. murdered his own, ſon. , 

He enters Burgutidy at the head of an army, lays waſte | 
the country, plunders it, furprizes Sigiſmund, his wife and 
children, conducts to Orleans loaded with chains and that 
ns. fikeeltss to his dominions might remain, orders tl em td 
be tied, and thrown, to; other i ina well. ; DEW, Was. cer. 4 
rainly. 4 monſter, but Clovis fad no othe r han k. an 0 invad de. 
BY * cc and commit three murders, than abition 
8 B 3 and 


R 
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and inſatiable avarice. He ere the pun 8 3 te 
his crimes; the people of Burgundy, irritated and proyoked | 
gt this in ignant cruelty, riſe, attac his army, defeat it bea 
Horrid flauj hter; 12 himſelf falls in the combat, and his | 
Is ſtuck and carried on the point of a lance,” + 
His three brothers A his ſtates between RED and 
Clodomir” s children were not only deprived of their, patri- 
mony,; but moſt ſhamefully butchered by order of their 


6 uncles; one of them was killed by Clotaire i in preſence. of 


85 and the third, probably not being looked upon as 
Gangerous, ſhaved and impriſoned in a convent. ©, 
ice, roſperous and flouriſhing, often threw. unhappy 
eee into aſylums, where Yes, 'ought to have pre- 
fided ;' but inſtead of her, they on 35 found chains, daggers, 
Wige, ready at the leaſt jan} of tyrants and aſſafſins. 
Like robbers about rapines, the quarrel about the ſpoil 
of their brother and his children ; — are prepared to fight, 
at laſt they agree. But here do not end the crimes of thoſe 
monſters, who all bore the namè of Kings of France, _ 
They had married their fiſter to Almaric, king of the Viſ- 
goths; but, regardleſs of the ties of conſanguinity, they join 
againſt him, at the requeſt of their ſiſter. Almaric, too 
feeble to reſiſt, tries to make his eſcape; he is overtaken and 
8 by their order. Thus the. ſiſter and brothers 


Thared'the horror of. the murder of a conſort. and brother-in- N 
law. 


#44. 


'Childebert dies without ie, yy . fe vis ak . 
nions and thoſe of his two other brothers, who had taken 
Their Be jealouſies, ambitied, and iniquities. with, them 
into the grave. 

„It is dreadful to bave nothing to offer our readers but ſo 
many enormities ; yet they ſho 

Hiſtory of the Crimes of the Kings of France, and not. the 
hiſtory of the retended virtues, which monks, venal jour- 
Bo” e WW bay eee e did crown A N 
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1 1 ow the 1 ete 48 is in poſſeſfon af the 40 15 


EY" his three brothers. I ſhall not ſpeak of the. irregularities, 
of his private life; of the fiſter of his third wife, whom he 
— maryied ro the latter was A WAVE ; of the mutder of Gan- 
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d remember that this is the 


tier d'Iretot, whoſe wife he bad ſtuprated, and infringed 
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and treaſon, prefide in the diviſion of their ſhares. '- © 
OChhilperic, of a coyetous and deſigning «nature, ptunders 
hu father's treafures, and reſolves to make himſelf maſter of 
Paris: but this is only a flight prelude of the horrors which 
ſignaliaed thoſe four reigns. © His brothers, ſupported by the 
great of his abominable court, compel him to divide the 
treaſures in equal ſhares, beſides the kingdom which had 
wholly devolved to Clotaire by the death of all his brothers. 
- Cherebert, as the eldeſt, was king of Paris, according to 
cuſtom; Gontran had Burgundy and Orleans; Chilperic, 
Soiſſons; Sigiſbert, Metz, or Auſtraſia: in fine, they all 
aſſumed the title of King of France. I would omit this 
faſtidious enumeration, were it not neceſſary to throw a pro- 
per light upon their pretenſions, unjuſt proceedings, and 
T7777 ͤ OL „ | 
Cherebert, king of Paris, dies ſo ſhortly after his acceſſion, _ 
that Gregory of Tours gives no account of his reign.: he 
_only-left: behind him the memory of an uſeleſs and obſcure 1 
life. His death was the * of the confuſion and * W 
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war which was kindled hetween/his brothers with regard 
o 195 85 en of his. patrimony. ,- In this hortid ſtene we 
bo. ſee ſtratagem, indignity, baldneſs,. and rage, add a de- 


teſtable, long, and tragical part. Women will rival men in 
cowardice, treaſon, and diabolical black ſchemes. Brune 
2 0 che wife of Sigiſdert, and Fredegunda, the wife of 
bo * — 10 in Concert With their perhdions huſbands, will 
plunge the kin; om in the moſt wretched OE v ee 
le chaos of infernal confuſioůn 710 
Sigilbert was in Germany fighting agairiſt dba he 
laid waſte his poſſeſions i in that quarter; Chilperic:feiwed the 
Jene an of his brother's abſence A WA x invades his 
minions with an army, and makes him ſelf mäſter of 
ims, | Sigiſbert. haſtens to defend his territories, ;takes 
Soiflons, the capital of Chilperic's patrimony; and m_ 
bin and ble Fredegunda to ſeek ſafety in fligh. 
Sigllbert advances immediately to Paris; to take poſſeffion 
of debe s patrimon — but he ho ſooner reaches the capi - 
Ul, th an he Rn two faldiers ſent by: Chilperic and 
pow — He ha * quite ſtained with his brotherls - 
aden to 79, himſelf on a throne encompaſſed with horror, 
ku) and woſt daring ,, fig, 025%. 
bs ee, dreadful and true, Abt initherhifiory- o 
private individuale (who committed parricides) to twent 0 
a e who of. this nature which happened at diſtant periods, 
hole ages, th. ere is, perhaps, not dne ſingle 
15 ide attempts, which-ſhock: human nature, com- 
mitte y a LD her 8 ſen; hut, on the contrary, and 
ſax ũ at, us es ring, hey axe only unnatural monſters. who. 
885 their. parents: whereas, among kings; by terri- 
| W 0 o ange, they ate only fathers, mothers· - 
machers, Wen 1. Who; took ee the life ol their on 


nz 03 MA 0 e e ee 
x problem, which . ambitions the thirk of reigning as 
5 rants, the inflexible pride which animates thoſe who exer- 
undleſs ſway, irritated and enraged: at the leaft oppoſi- 
E made to its decrees; a problem, I ſay, which 0 
e Sa N with, noſis, Og. ERS 
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-GHILPERTG, . is Nat -+ 
Fourth King. | hea, nb 
Pins; is ks one of the Wi GR 8 3 moſt G 


webe fall the throne, who have moſt, eg ut wich e 
ANY, wet With due. OO 2 
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is | KINGS or /FRANCE,” is 
Ae ſuececded Sigiſbert; and-having' found: Brunehmit, hir 


* 


relict, at Paris, 2 ſubdolous, intriguing, and autlacious wo- 
man, whoſe arts, ſchemes, and trenſons he was afraid of, he 
baniſhed her to Rouen; and ſent Meruvy his ſon to tale poſe 
ſeſſion of that city in his name, But the latter, ſtruck with 


her beauty, married her, in ſpite of her being his aunt, and 


the biſhop gave his eonſent to cheir-unien. Chilperic, en- 


raged, comes to Rouen, depoſes the biſhop, and encloiſters 
his ſon : he did not remain lo in the place of his confine- 


ment; makes his eſcape, and ſoldiers being diſpatched by his 
father in purſuit of him, he is taken and put to death, with 


Clovis. his brother, He repudiates Aducra, their mother; 


„* 


fwarries Galſunda, a r6yal princeſs of Spain, and, by a treble 


affaſination Rrangles her with a rope; celebrating,” after- 


wards, publicly his” nuptials with Fredegunda, his concu- 


bine, for whom he had committed” this tft villa 


a tyrant, oppreſſed the people, loaded them with taxes, ſtifled 


their groans with the oyerwhelming fway of abſotate power, | 


_ aridiis, finally, murdered at his ferurn from the <chace; b 
command of Fredegunda and Landry de la Tour, her adul- 
rerous paramour, who wanted to'avertthe blow he was going 
It is not foreign to acquaint the reader with the principal 
cireumftances of this aſliination Cuhilperic tore] Frede- 
gunda with extravagant fondneſs; but ſhe- Pag nere a 


paſhon equally ftrong for Landry de la Tour: ſhe cauſed the 


higheſt dignities and offices of the crown' to be conferred on 
him he was made duke of France, and mayor of the palace. 


All other charges were at her diſpofal, and by them ſhe re- 


If n „ c rerery A EO 
warded her creatures. The monarch was ignorant of their 


diſſolute amours, but they were ind fecret to the people and | 


cCoburtiers, who feared Fredegunda: The made daily more pro- 

greſs in the affection of the king, and fathered à baſtard on 
Him, four months previous to his aſſaſſination, whom he 
confidered as the legal fruit of his union; and for this reaſon 
became ſtill more attached to her. But he was M unde - 
cetved.— One morning, going out a hunting, Chilperic en- 
tered the apartment of his queen, and, by way af joke, 


touched her head with a gentle ſtroke of his cane. Frede - 


gunda, without Looking around her, and believing the king 


Was gone, and the blow proceeded: from Landry, who had“ 
always free adm} 
<< Landry, 4 good 


5 he goes away without anfwering: 


Was quite th 


trance to her bedebamber, faid 1 500 a 
and loyal knight” ſhould always frite Frome, 
<< before, and not from behind.” "At thefe words, Chilperic - 
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ſees him go, and ſenſible of what would happen, if ſhe does 

not prevent him; ſhe ſends for Landry, and relates the 
ſtory... To make the beſt of thoſe precious moments, they 
reſolve the death of the tyrant, who is cut off at his return 
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CEOTAIRE was only four months old, when his father 
1 5 was murdered by Fredegunda and Landry de la 


——ũ—ä—4— —-— 5 1 g 


Tour. Never child was born under more deteſtable auſpices, 
nor ſprung from a father and mother more defiled with crimes. 
Though he was not the ſon of Chilperic, yet the French ac- 
knowiliged een gn c 
Fredegunda, afraid leſt the aſſaſſins of Chilperic ſhould be 
diſcovered, fent for Gontran, : fon of Clotaire. the firſt, to 
make him guardian of her fon, | becauſe ſhe knew he would 
de choſen ; and defpaired of keeping this truſt to herſelf, She 
communicated alſo her intentions to the chiefs of the council,; 
and ordered inquiries to be made with reſpect to the murder 
of her huſband, Palliating her crime by this exceſſive effron- 
2 having Gontran appointed guardian to her ſon, ſhe 
eluded: the ſtates general of the kingdom, who would have 
been otherwiſe convened for that purpoſe, and very likely 
inſiſted upon the queen and her; accomplices being exa- 
mined with reſpect to the king's aſſaſſination; proceedings 
which ſhe could not have ſo eaſily directed, as thoſe made by 
ber command, and by her on creatures. eee e OE 


In the reign of Clotaire, we ſee mother againſt ſon, ſpouſe. 
againſt huſband, brother againſt _ brother, perſecuting each 
other with all the horrors, .cowardice, treaſon, covetouf - 
neſs, and ambition, can ſuggeſt, _ Brunehaut ſets on her two 
ſons, Theodebert and Thierry, / againſt Clotaire, their .cou- 
fin; they raife an army, take the field, and are defeated by 
Clotaire and F . ee Twenty thouſand Frenchmen are 
faid to have been killed in that action ! What a terrible au- 
thority had the kings of thoſe times to draw their ſubjects 
into the fields of ſlaughter ! It is to be hoped that nations 
will ceaſe to be blind; that they will no longer, by order of 
an extravagant and barbarous maſter, cut the throats of their 
fellow citizens ; it is to be hoped, that our brave ſoldiers will 
enly; be citizens, and not aſſaſſins divided into weaiente I 
„ . ; 5 | | | ter 


: * 


+... KINGS OF! FRANCE | © 


After this victory, Fredegunda dies on her bed; her re- 
mains are laid in the tomb, and by tlie ſide of Chilperic, her 
conſort whom ſhe had murdered . For this thouſand years 
her aſhes have repoſed there in peace! 
Brunchaut now ſets. the two brothers, Theodebert and 
Thierry, againſt one another. Dead to all honeſty, and put- 
ting on the brazen maſk of audaciouſneſs, ſhe tells Thierr 
that Theodebert is only a gardener's ſon, the offspring of an il. | 
legal bed, of courſe not his brother, nor entitled to the ſtates 
he governs, as an uſurper. After many feuds, perfidies, and 
proſects of revenge, the brothers become friends again. 
* .+Brunehaut acts the part of an infamous bawd, that ſhe 
might preſerve her authority over Thierry; ſhe procured 
him freſh women almoſt every day, leſt one of them ſhould 
make a laſting impreſſion upon him. However, by the in- 
treaties of his councils, which adviſed: him to get a ſucceſſor; 
he marries a princeſs of Spain, whom the artful Brunehaut 
cauſes to be ſent back to her father, to preſerve always the 
abſolute; control over the mind of her ſon. This ſhameful 
divorce is on the point of. being followed by a bloody war bea 
tween the king of Spain, united with I heodebert againſt 
Thierry, He prevents the ſtorm, by ceding conſiderable 
poſſeſſions to his brother; but this treaty had only been con- 
cluded with a view of concealing the moſt! harbaraug trea- 
chery, till the moment when he might be able to recover all 
he had given up. To abridge that labyrinth of horrors, 
let us inform the reader that he murders his own brother, and 
to increaſe his indignation, that he attempts afterwards to 
marry his daughter whom he had fallen in love with. Bru- 
nehaut, to preſerve her credit and aſcendency, tries in vain 
all her atguments.to diſſuade him; but ſeeing him determined 
to execute his ſhameful project, ſhe poiſons him; orders his 
remains to be interred in a moſt ſplendid and ſumptuous: 


manner, takes care of his baſtards; treats him as a minor, and 


% 


adminiſters the kingdom in his name. 


re | 
The lords of Burgundy provoked: againſt ſo much ini- 
quity, have recourſe to Clotaire, who, after having made 
himſelf maſter of all the ſtates of Clovis, ſeizes Brunehaut, 
and condemns her to be dragged by a wild horſe, and thus 
torn to pieces to expiate ſo many crimes by that horrid pu- 
niſhment. Thus died that deteflable woman, polluted with 
poiſon, aſſaſſinations, parricides, and nevertheleſs praiſed by 
unworthy Chriſtians, by fathers of the church. St. Gregory 
extols her piety, prudence, and fngular virtues::* how can 
we, aſter all this, believe the eulogiums beſtowed 2 7 
WIS BIT 0. £001 SEA 75 3450 i196 280% 
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, Clotaire ſeizes all, the territories of Fhierry/ithough the 
latter had four ſons, of n cn birth, I own, but in theſe 
baſtards: were lawful - He is even fo barbatous ts 
cauſe two of them to be nds; and would not have {pared 
—— but that he was His gadſon;; the fourthi6f theſe un- 
fortubate children betook himſeif to flight. 
Clotaire was cruel Iike all barbarian chiefs, wha, under che 

; title: f kings, deſolated France. He himfelf eut off che 5 

head of Bertaud, captain of the Saxons, Who made War 
ven him for a juſt cauſe, and had unfortunately fallen in his 
hands; he alfo gave orders for all the males, who made Him 
fear leſt the * ſhould riſe: and ſoon take revetige; to be 
batebered, put out of che way, or ere He tit ment of 
them higher than his fur. 

I te is not difficult to perſuade the yeadvr: PRO he Geile! the 
laws and trampled upon them. But ſoon the people infringed 
theſe laws, delpiſcd and: deteſted the Oy whs Bad ate re. | 

them. e % 18 00 
Ia this reign che authority uf che ma of the pelate ors 
ed and became moſt formidable. It was no longer con- 

Aned to the royal houſcholds, it ſpread: all over the king⸗ 
dow; we an ſoon ſce-it.uſurp all power, and ut laſt mount 

the-throne,; ſtill accupied/by worthleſe prince. 

| - Clouire dies, Yes to a fon not butter n 
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had 3 Sven marks! of had 22nd „ey dl 

Per while his father was alive; without paying the 

| leaf regard to men, he believed they were born to be ve, 

11 to his.capricious deerees; he treated Arnold, biſhop of Metz, 

9 Who had been made his preceptor, with the utmoſt indignity- 
He conſtrained his father, even in his ee fo! ive up 
the kingdom of Auſtraſta, by oi ag Let 
ne on {ay that I contradict myſelf, it be * Olo 
| wire has. been a weak. ling, after having deſcuibed iim as fe- 
rosions in the preceding chapter. One: may boch be weak 
and-barbarous, they owe ebe ney but 5 quently: 
en ae and eaſily accounted forolſ on 
avd the kingdom of Aquitaatia- containing oe 

255 pe ariguedbe,; Poitou,. Anjou, and Sainton 

| * Aribert, who did not enjoy it 1 : Hex 2 
ed . of s reign, left a ſon, who . 
ur- 
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0 3 3 he 1 [habvieful erimes, 2 
made him: forſeit all thie e ſteem and —— oÞ his peo - 
fle. He had always in his train à vile ſet of courtezans, WH 
e his: depraved heart, [diſgraced him in the eyes of His 
indignant ſubjects, vilified him on all» ſides, While Pepinz 
the anceſtor ofbthat Pepin whom we thall ſee ufurp p the 
erown; carried on ther War againſt the people of Gaſeony, 
Bretagne, and Sclavonia! He was always in his gardens, 
and the apartments of his palace, ſurrounded by his baſe re- 
tinue of proffitutes. He was a cownrd, a bigot, an hypo- 
crite, ancł an eſfminate and moſt diſſolute libertine, never 
found buti im his ſeraglio, or. in his chapel, faying his roſary 
with his hands lifted up to heaven. 9 
- He exiled Armand biſho of Paris, who FAT repro. 
\ bated his looſe conduct SO by an abſurd, inhuman, and 
impolitical edict, drove erat France: thoſe troops of active 
men, who have been i and expatriated for upwards 
of two thouſand years; he-Ufove the Jews from all the towns 
of his domains: but he built and enriched many churches, 
cſpeciably-the Abbey” of St. Denis; for this the monks and 
ſolitariey whoſe eloiſters he endowed with rich legacies, have 
4 extolled him tothe ſkies. © But the voice of truth has cruſhes : 
ſtifled-the cries of covetous-and facrilegious impoſture; an 
Dagobert is now one of thefe kings confounded with thoſe 
wh deſerve theeontempt of all ages and nations. 
lere it is proper to obſerve, that the nation was conſulted 
with reſpect to he cholce of Kings, becaufe Dagobert con 
vened dhe zſtates, and propoſed to them to adopt his" ſecond 
ſon as heir of the crown. His ſhameful 'crimes, his ſoft and 
effeminatedife; and the- weakneſs of his father's reign, gave a 
+ 2 blows toit first race, _ we hall ſoon, ſee anni- 
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An ſubſequent reigns Row us but kings unworthy the - 
f lovg:of! the people; unworthy the notice of their age and 

. K is a great pity, that of ſo many Kings, nene! 

entitled himſelf to: the fotice of nations, bu but by She evil 

he has done. We have feen, and ſhall ſee in the * races, 
that the victeries, the triumphs, ſo boaſted; ſo celebrated, 
have been nothing but a numberleſs ſeries of murders. ” We 
mall ſee chat the thanks given to the God of armies after had 
ing obtujned ia victory, were only for the ſtreams of hu- 
mai blood roh bad been\{hed, only for the e 

„ f itary 


7 © TAE+CRIMES" OF THE -” 
wi} + yg of defenceleſs-widows and deſtitute orphans who 
had loſt their fathers in battle. Deteſtable crimes-in the eye 
of nature! Tigers, lions, and panthers, do not advance by. 
hundreds and thouſands to tear each other! They are men 
1 men, great God! who butcher each other without pity, who 
W diſplay all the horrors of relentleſs hatred, ſpite, — 2 — X 
io and rage! And for whom, wretched mortals, do you run to 
aVbridge and ſacrifice your lives? For kings, for tyrants, who, 
after having murdered the father of the family, ſent the ex- 
tortioner to the deſolate cot; ha; with greedy eyes, counted 
and devoured its needy reſources, and with ſavage ſteps 
trampled upon the threſhold moiſtened with tears. 
All the kings we have thus far ſeen; merit but the execra- 
tion of the French; what remains of this firſt race merits 
only their contempt. We ſhall ſimply mention their names, 
ſo that the natural order of this true abridgement may not 
1 JG Ye IE OS i, 


i E 
4 l « = © 0 > 
interrupte coed. 
1 ; 5 "ID + HRS 2 1 \ OY 
\ . : 6 8 n 1 * e ws * N 7 3 SV SOS : 9 hee” $5 # LIN 
i 4, þ 5 4 4 ' * FF I's 1 x 3 : of 4 4 ee», $-+, 1.4 * inn Ka g 8 : 
A. ; s ——— : — . 
2 N 3 4 Al } no = PE, 4 ” -. 6. 3 
VV yo 22%, © * FL” 84 E 2443 
4 ; . : 1 7 l 7 s * 73 922 b 7 1 7 1 3 Fa a4 3-4 1 1 8 $ 1 
5 4 , x 
1 . 9 74 : ho N * 
N ; $5 n b 2 4 Por Jo FV . } 
. . * : h 
cit 1 5 : 3 7 


Sten King.—Fit King of the EE, , 
| —(EOVIS, ſecond fon of , Dagobert, ſucceeds his father. 
1 Land reigns ſeventeen years. With him began the cuſtom. 
1 of thoſe kings, not to appear in public but once a year, on 
8 the firſt of May, mounted on a car, ornamented with 
4 flowers and leaves, drawn by four oxen, the touching em- 
| Ddlem of rural life. Soon were thoſe cuſtoms changed; eight 
bi ſuperb ſteeds, as proud as their maſters, ſacceeded them. + - 
| _ +, Thoſe phantoms of royalty had nothing but the name, 
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pomp, vices, and exceſſes inſeparable from the facility witn 
Which they would indulge their paſſions; having reſigned 

their authority into the hands of their mayors, they only 

left to poſterity the date of their reigns. Shut up in their 


palace, never in council, never in the aſſemblies of the ſtate, - 
1 in the midſt of their women, inſuſceptible of all application, 
"i they leſt the whole bulk of affairs to the mayor of the pa- 


lace: it was to him to adopt ſuch meaſures as he thought 
proper; he iſſued, revoked, contrived, ſanctioned and made 
edicts, derogated from and broke them; in a word, the ſha- 
dow of a king was quite left to eaſe and lazineſs. But he 
will pay dear for this pretended ſervice, the mayor of the 
palace will take the crown from his ſueceſſors and put it on 
his own head; let us therefore terminate this chapter and 
the reader's irkſomeneſs. Clovis dies after having quite im- 
merſed in debauches and ſhameful. pleaſures; hilſt his wife, 
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on the ther — Founded A ee 108 was ſaying the | 
litanies of the Oy Vs Way bones: the REO to Clo- 
taire. 1 
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He ils 1 rb of years, under the Güdel of "the 

mayors of the palace, who oppreſs the people in his 
name, and dies without . — ſon of 8 
ſucceeds re RE eee 
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CHILDERIC "Me | 
Ninth Kinguc i EF 05 
Hs ONE himſelf as a baſe tyrant, EY aer e Diet 


reign of two years, is cut off LS a young man whom he 
had cruelly peers. jook 5 ak. 


Tenth Kine.” ; 
Was men out 3 the monaſtery of St. Denis, to * 


..ceed Childeric; he was a king in a maſk, and a "tranquil, | 
1 Hecker of the long and bloody parts acted by the mayors of 
the palace. He left Tlovis: and —.— heirs to the crowns _ 
but Pepin . 2 mater | 
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IMIIS elgeft don of Thierry reigns four years," without 
"ny ” virtue, without N dan wit out ere l | 
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amid . and lamentable 
3 II decline of his race. Pepin eſtabliſhes more and more 
= his authority, by Hatteribg! the people aß the church. He 

| | Mee 8 leaves the ki to pans whom — 
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—.— Chilperic was a eee a king; under the au- 
- thexit 77 of Charles Martel, and mar wachls mgdder Ab 
Pepin his ſon. He reigned-pine Years, vet upder,Charlesy 


four under Pepin, who had him ſhaved, and thrown in m 


vent of Bavaria with. Giſala-his. wife, where he lived long 


after. Pepin. put the crown on his own head. 


Thus ended this dynaſti, mis rcd 6f Merovingians, ſo 
notorious for murders, poiſons, treaſons, and parricides. It 


might Called into queſtion, bit that its ne m 
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| K1865) OP |FRANCE« No 5 
ad outrages againſt the nation. A ſeries of three hundred 
years, during which the life of the ſubje& was treated. as 
mere ſport, and the French degraded by the moſt abject a- 
very, how many ſhameful, wm +360 oppreſſions have been 
concealed from us in the night of criminal darkneſs ! How 
many of our anceſtors babe curſed a hundred times the day 


that gave them life ! | 
Think, readers, and weep, there are Rill ten centuries of 
N to be xdibited to your view.'', * 7 - 1 77 

I would reject this hiſtory far from me, were I not 11 8 
mined to paint its crimes; to the readers, to conyince them 
that abſolute. monarchy has never been calculated to make 
nations happy; were I not determined to baniſh from their 
minds and hearts the too favourable opinion they ay, ſtill 
encertütn of tyrants and laves. 

We ſhall now begin the hiſtory af the deſcendents of Pe- 
vin, 7 5 n e IFIL ONE we n : 
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II is neceſſary I ſhould-go back to Pepin, facher of 
pin, ſen of Charles, who openly uſurped the crown. 
the end of the reign of Thierry I. Clovis III. Childebert II. 


and, laſtly,” Dagobert II. all kings, as we have ſeen, un- 


worthy of the throne, and only reigning for a ſhort time. 
Pepin, mayor of the palace, would not manifeſt openly 
his contempt of thoſe deſpicable kings, but feigned 8 
their foibles. It was only before his friends he would ſpeak 
of. their incapacity of reigning, and the vices which diſgraced 
them; but all this was not leſs known to the people. 
He augmented daily the number of his creatures, by means 
of the power annexed to his charge; he feigned to have the 
higheſt eſteem for religion and its miniſters, who did him the 
. greateſt ſervices; he flattered the people, and eaſed. them of 
the burden of impoſts which the preceding kings had loaden 
them with. In ſhort, he gained every heart, and thus laid. 
the foundation to his authority, which cruſhed the kings. 
le declares war againſt the duke of Friſeland, to compel 
him and all his people to embrace the Chriſtian religion. It 
Was the baſe policy of the times to careſs the tyrannical 
prieſts, who exerciſed the moſt imperious command over mul- 
titudes beaſtly ignorant. He reſtored Lambert, biſhop of 
Utretcht who had been been diſplaced from his ſee and con- 
fined in a convent by Ebrouin; he gave marks of his liberality 
to every prelate, who, to be even with him, inſured him 
more and more the perſonal conſideration and general reſpect 
e,, d FS þ OED 5 oo ps Wovg 
The foldiers found him alſo a captain worthy of their 


5 whole confidence; he brought the Germans beyond the 
Rhine, who had ſhaken off the French yoke, to their former 


allegiance, and re-eſtabliſhed the kingdom of Auſtraſia, 
_ which, after rebelling, had been attacked and difmembered ; 
be took great care to redreſs all ſuch as implored his juſtice ; 
ian a word, his power was fo great, that no appeal could be 


made from his decrees to the empty, degraded, and contemp- 


. 


; : 


| Pepin bad two ſons by Plagruda, his lawful wife; he ſeparateg 
her from his bed to marry Alpaida, by whom he had already 


mayor of the palace, or who will really uſurp the crown from 


#5 > + 


| dependence for the execution of his 9 6 5 He ordered on 
his death bed, that Charles, his natural fon, ſhould ſucceed 


arrangement may be ſeen, that he diſpoſed wit -rogal 7 22 
It lumcei- 


without their concurrence, Plectruda, ſupported. by her 
friends, ſeizes Charles and impriſons him at Cologne, intro: 
ducing to the government, Theobald, ſon. of Drogos. But 
Charles leaves the place of his confinement ; and profiting 
| by the favourable diſpoſition of the people, who approved 


| „ who approved of 
the cboice made of him by his father, whoſe memory was 
fill living in the hearts of the French, and whoſe image he 
was, all the friends of Pepin became his own, and he ſuc- 
ʒiIi ꝗñ᷑nʒ 
Plectruda having retired towards the Danube, with in- 
tent to prejudice the people againft Charles,. he. haſtily 
marches his troops to that quarter, ſeizes her and Theobald 
her favourite grandſon, It is not preciſely known what ber 
came of them in his hands, and what rigorvus meaſures he 
adopted in order to preſerve his authority. 
His father was, indeed,,a dexterous oppreſſor of the royal 
power: himſelf rather more ſo, and Pepin, his ſon, totally 
annihilated and uſurped it. I ſhall firſt entertain the reader 
with the hiſtory of Charles Martel, who had not the title, 
eee real power of ei. Yr 
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0 ne , 
„ Mayor of the Palace, and Prince of the French. 
CHARLES, furnameg Martel, from his bodily firength, 
vill follow his father's footſteps both in political maxims 
and projects of ambition; anxious to pleaſe the people, the 
great, and above all, the clergy, be convened the principals. 
of the nation, and made them ſenſible. of the neceſſity of | 
e en ban 80 e VVA 5 _ © pro» 


of 5 8 ; 
S 7 RP 17 — 


2 * 


20 Tze CRIMES OF 7 
r 


a 
| 4 oviding for the welfare of the kingdom, urging alſo, that 
BY t was expedient to inveſt ſomebody with a title and an au- 
| thority ſtill more extenſive than that of the mayors of the 
palace. He knew and contrived matters ſo that the choice 
could fall on no other than himſelf. He was therefore una- 
 Himouſly proclaimed Prince of the French; a new title, 
which muſt undoubtedly have added to his power without 
bounds, and the extent of his prerogatives muſt then have 
run beydnd the knowledge of the people. This new dignity 
was conferred upon him to remedy the pretended grievances 
of the kingdom ; but rather to remedy the incapacity of the 
Kings, he ſoon let them ſee that he was worthier of the 
crown than Thierry, in whoſe reign this farce was played, 
whom he oppreſſed, and whoſe ſon was to loſe the crown. 
The Saracens, pouring from Aſia into Africa and Spain, 
advance, with the 'utmoſt rapidity, into Guienne; Eudo, 
duke of that province, had-invited them to invade the French 
' territories, and offered them a free paſſage. This Eudo was 
a malcontent of Charles Martel, whom he could never par · 
don for having once brought him to reaſon on another occa- 
fion. Charles, conquered by circumſtances, renews friend- 
ſhip with this adverſary. The Saracens, headed by Abde- 
ram, had already advanced to Tours, where Charles waited 
. to receive them. Our, hiſtorians,. fond of exaggeration, 
. make their army amount to four hundred thouſand men. 
| Be as it will, the French routed them with horrible laugh- - 
tet; Eudo enters the camp of the enemies, full of women, 
children, and baggage, killing all he finds in his way. The 
ſhrieks and moans proceeding from the camp are even heard 
by the army then In action; confuſion and terror ſeizes the 
flerce Saracens; and Charles wins the day. Abderam is 
found among the flain, I give this\ ſhort detail of that fa- 
mous action, called the battle of Tours, only becauſe. it 
| 1 to tlie fame of Charles, and charmed all the 
French. His name gained the greateſt celebrity throughout 
Europe. F oy bob 
Eudo had not a little contributed to this victory, and ex- 
pected ſome grateful return for his ſervices. Charles re- 
quited them by ingratitude, and made him no recompence 
whatever. Eudo dies, enraged againſt Charles, and leaves 
two ſons heirs of his indignation. They were Hunauld and 
Gaffer. At their invitation the Safacens return, fall upon 
the ſouthern provinces of France, lay waſte and take all ci- 
_ Lies of importance ſituate on the bank of the Rhone; this 
| was owing to Martel's ingratitude; he eluded the ſtorm, 
W-  Ktriumphicd a ſecond time over the Saracens, and made __ | 
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_ worſt uſe of his victory: inſtead of granting his pardon to thoſe 
towns that had been forced by the. enemy,-or alienated from- 
their duty by the. influence of Hunauld and Gaffer, he, in, 
cold blood, ordered them to be ſacked, plundered, and burnt, 
to aſhes. Agde, Beziers, Nimes, and Narbonne, were, 
doomed to ſuffer that general proſeription which will fix an : 
eternal ſtain on his memory. It was probably then.the walls 
of the ancient city of Nimes were: demoliſhed. , This city, 
rich and magnificent in the time of the Romans, {till exhibits 
immenſe ruins. SAY 5 * VVV Ft; mw L TEENY 
- This likewiſ⸗ ſhews Charles in the light of a ſubdolous 
and fanatic porta. He carried on a bloody war; againſt the 
poor Friſelanders, to make them converts to. Chriſtianity, _ 
To preach the goſpel, ſword in hand, was an action worthy, 
of thoſe ages of barbariſm. In our times different virtues 
are required, and a king quite deſtitute. of them would. be 
abhorred by all nations; inſtead. of the admiration of Europe, 
he would bear all the execrations of his age, and be counted 
among the tyrants and barbarous fanatics who diſgraced hys 


man reaſon, es ee 


by 


— — 


PEPIN inbertedthe boundleſs authority of is fer hut 
* he wanted a title, the title of king, the object of the 


— 


perſuades the French of his being worthy to wear a cen 
iſgraced on the head of Chilperic. He prepared and con- 


Zachary was then ſeated on the papal chair, the Lombards | | 


4 


of great ſervice. to Pepin to attain his end, Thus cunning, 
V FCC 
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ele ambition,” and the thirſt of empire, were the baſis of 
their union. Pepin was as artful and intriguing, as ambiti- 
ous; Zachary, not leſs artful, and ſtill more covetous ; 
every thing was made agreeable between the uſyrper and the 
ope, who arrogated to himſelf Facritegiou. Tights, and 
ruled the minds of the deluded multitude,” Zachary ab- 
folved the people of France from the allegiance and fidelity 
ey had ſworn to Chilperie and his progeny. Strange 
blindneſs, by which individuals thought themſelves in the 
right to bind by an oath the faith of nations, of riſing gene- 
rations! blindnefs ſtill more ſtran nge, N worthy the 
+ tron ages of barbariſm, which made nations Fare that a 
pope r the excluſive ge of breaking and diffolying their 
oatns: # 

Zachary ry en Abet Ho- te dupe Whole Hathoni? 
The uſufper makes his creatures ſound his praiſe, having 
fully feattered them all over the Kingdom; he, finally, takes 
the crown and ſceptre, orders Chilperic to be ſhaved and 
fends him to a convent, there to bewail the Joſs of his do- 
mains. Pepin thus executed the projects of his anceſtors. 
It is evident, that to accompliſh them, he mode uſe of reli- 
gion in a moſt facrilegious manner. He was a cheat, a re- 
probate, and an uſurper; we ſhall not hereafter ſee him make 
amends for thoſe crimes by dint of virtues. © - 

Boniface, '' archbiſhop of Mentz, had already Leng) 
bins, when Stgphen II. who ſucceeded Zachary, who died at 
this interval, came to France, and to render his coronation .. 
| the more ſacred in the eyes of the people, he himſelf put 
the diadem on his head; and to make religion ſubſervient to 


the perjury, he publicly degraded poor Chilperic, and aſſigned 


a cloiſter to him, where he was to ſpend the remainder of his 
life, clad in an ignominious habit, 

Let a diſcontented nation precipitate its prince fron the 
throne, it is an everlaſting right ; but for a prieſt to be in 
collufion with an uſurper, for an uſurper to believe to legiti- 
mate his uſurpation, are facts that would be liable to be called 
Into queſtion, did not the hiftory of. ten centuries render them 
" von and certain. 

We fee an army of Fretichinen march into Lombardy un- 
der the conduct of Pepin; plunder, deſtroy, and ſack all the 
towns. Whence that deſtructive ſcourge of war? Why 
diſpeople France and ruin Italy? For whom ſo much blood 
ſpilt? To thank the pope for aving afſiſted him in 49 75 
4 king, unworthy, indeed, of che throne; but the par 
which the pope added in that juncrure, is not leſs unworthy 
be Ps” Lan ant of * Aud ine pope is not leſs per: 


| fidious; and it een Fe the blood: of. nations, EY 
 cauſe/a king of Lombardy: would afſert..ſuch rights naa 
the pontiff as were his own, It is ſhameful, it is baſe ta 
profit by a power which 1 Is. At of a deceived, People, to. 8⁰ 
and dictate laws to them. 8 20 glg cnc 
Pepin did not blacken bite with thoſf g great crimes which 
1 one ſhudder; yet it is not leſs true that he purchaſed 
the infamous conſent of the court of Rome With baſeneſs, 
ſpilt the blood of F renchmen in che Wars of aan a ang d paig 
99 by aſſaſſination. 292 45 v4 715 28 8 13 
The reader will alſo obſerve that Pevary apd his race ag 
| grandized.more the power of: Rome, chan all. the Euro 
pean princes; that the preponderance: he; gave it, was the 
cauſe of all the Wars between the clergy and the empire. 
Were it only that of the blood ſpilt in ſupport of the Pre> 
tenſions of that court, ſo many times. abominable in Ger 
many, England, France, and all other Kingdoms, it wo 
be ſuffcient to blaſt his memory for ever. Rome foſtered 
her pride on the venal protoion granted, her by bene ane 
a uſurper. 661854 4 : 
Me ſhall fee if his fon. Charles has metited the name 
Great and the bonours of apotheoſis, or canonization. 
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the year 500, as we have remarked already. Rome tze 


ken, retaken, and de thrice by barbarians, was finally 
Ad WF the Go 2 cen 1 their chief, after 
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minions, and —.— m_ 5 for government, e 


theix. .downfal ſuited AVATIEE, . amb Kian, and, 1 the 
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| PA pe's contempt of nations ent even o far as to give his 
t 


to kiſs, as a token of his infolent power. We ſhall have 


opportunities to remark thoſe exceſſes in the hiſtory of France, 


without conſulting- that of other nations. This etched 
condition, this degradation of Rome, eomes on in the reign 
of Charlemagne. It is ſo eloſely connected with the feats 


done under this great aſſaſſin of nations, as to have made it 


neceſſary for me to premiĩſe theſe details; before Lereat of the 


events which diſtinguiſhed his reign, © © 


The ſtates aſſembled after the death of Pepiß; z alli his 
ſons, Charles and Carloman, by their advice, divided the 
kingdom into equal ſhares; but an- deen eie. 
will ſoon act uate thoſe two brothers 

Taſkevery man of ſenſe, if we ought to | believe that Charles 


was well verſed, as hiſtorians ſay, in latin, greek, phitoſo- 


, and mathematics; whereas one of his capitulars aſſures 
us 2 could not ſign his name; the forme muſt really ſport 
with their readers. We know that in thoſe times; none but 
the clerks could write and even read; but to boaſt of the 
knowledge of barbarians who knew no other right than that 

of their ford, "moſt bre 2 kf and throw | a a ſtigma Nw 
— e ee 0 FOE $540: N bie (96:2 
Car loman furvived his! father only three wales: Having 
made a journey to Rome, he returned to France, and died 


ſoon after; but Charles perſecuted his brother's children 


with an implacable- hatred: he deprived them of their pa- 
trimony, and united it with his vaſt dominions. Taking 
advantage of debile infancy, he thus bereaves and robs his 
own nephews of their lawful! right. Dots not this trait alone 
tarniſh his memory? Does not it ſuffee to range him in the 
lift of. fortunate depredators? But we have not done yet with 


5 his hiſtory, which has only been tranſmitted to us by mo- 


naſtic writers, whoſe venality he rewarded with treaſures. 
After the death of Carloman, and the public ſeizure of 
his children's property, his widow retires' to· Didier, king of 
the Lombards, who received het and her two ſons with great 
humanity. Charles, enraged at his nephews having found in 
him a ather, a fupporter in their miſery, repudiated his 
daughter whom he d married, and ſends her back: welt ig | 


nominy. 


Dia made wiſe of all poſhble entresties with: pope Adrian, 
who had ſucceeded Stephen, to engage him to crown the 
heirs of Carloman, and recognize them as legitimate heirs: 
of the domains of their father.” This conduct marked but 


greatneſs and generoſity; but the pope. remained inflexible, 
1 N his requeſt, a Lchin d of 5 We malt: ſee Di 


dier 


© KINGS OF: ARE - 25 


dier the victim of à war began under auſpices ſo worthy of a 
better fate; and baſe hiſtorians, who. always ſide with proſe 
perous villains, extol to the ſkies Charlemagne, who diveſts 
mim of his territories, and throws him into a dungeon for 
the remainder of his life: is not this a king conquered, by a 


BL c action cotlret 
„dier, entbitthoes at the popeꝰs refaſal, whoſe vote might 
have reſtored the expatriated: offsprings of Carloman to their 
dominions, enters; ſword in hand, the territories of Rome. 
Adrian calls Charlemagne, who ſends ambaſſadorg to Didier; 
the latter promiſes to grant the demands of his ſon-in-law, 
provided he would declare Carloman's children beirs of their 
uſurped dominions. This generous and equitable, demand 
was rejected. by Charles and the pope, who were plotting 
their perfidious operations. Waris reſolved on, and Charles 
enters Italy at tlie head of his troops. Fortune betrays the 
juſt cauſe of Didier. He loſes two battles, and ſhuts bimſelf 
up in Pavia, which he bad well fortified. Here: Charles be- 
fieges him, and in a twelvemonth the town ſurrenders by 
capitulation. Didier ought certainly to have been ſet at li- 
berty; he had not capitulated to be thrown into irons. So 
flaviſh a thought could never enter his generous heart; but 
Charles, breaking the articles of capitulation, loads him with 
irons, drags him to Lyons, and condemns him to perpetual 
impriſonment in a dungeon. Thus Charles, ſurnamed the 
Great, braves twice the bonds of con ſanguinity and nature; 
firſt by ſeizing upon the inheritance of his nephews, ſecond- 
Iy by ſtripping his father-in-law, and, by an exceſs of barba- 
rity, bereaving him of a property near which all others are 
nothing, I mean liberty. %%% ME od ne e 
He beheads Rogand, that had joined himſelf to Aldegiſus 
ſon to Didier, who, aided by the emperor of Conſtantinople, 
had made ſome vain tentatives to recover certain ſpoils ot his 
father's dominions. 1641 - 95-828) 465 » 6 fame ext Sf 75 1 
Fanatic or fubdolous like his father, he makes a cruel war 
upon the Saxons, to detach them from their religion, and 
make them embrace his on. Whole ſtreams of blood are 
ſpilt in this war, which laſted thirty years. Baſe hiſtorians 
are very laviſh of their praiſes of a Saxon adventurer, named 
Widichind, for having renounced his gods and embraced the 
faith of Chriſt. Great God ! what Chriſtians be they con- 
verted in the midſt of ſlaughter, blood, the horrors of war, 
and the blaze of their burning cots! Ve baſe writers! you 
keep ſilence or flide over thoſe horrid truths, you do not 
mention that Saxony was deſolated by maſſacres and emigra- 
tion; yet all this is true, and proved by inconteſtable ans) 
83 3 | | ments. 
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ments. This historical wuthg this truth inſeparable from 
nature, riſes and eruſhes the . who! endeavoured to de- 


ſtroy ik. WOOL SU PIERCE Barat” 905 03 TORI POEeH T eoutzq 
It is a Aſtreling ungulerzey to' ſept ied) wht to our 


| Kinks formwnned with the rage of making profelytes to Chrif- 


tianity ; to ſee thoſe kings ſullied with crimes, march againſt 
peaceable nations to make them believe what is beyond the 


power of their conception: but let us turn our eyes from 


ſuch "ſcenes of horror; we ſhall forthwith have- Pg 


reaſon te ſhed tears. al 6 ercirb 
Charles, ever actuated by finaticifm ede pride, 


provoked againft the Saracens, by the infatiable defite-of con? 


ueſt, refolves to make war upon Spain; confident of the 
Peels: of his arms, he diſturbs the tranquillity which his 
kingdetn began to enjoy, and expoſes it; without any other 


| canfe than the phrenzy of itonqueſt and the harbarous zeal 
of religion, to deſolation and the horrors of war. This un- 


juſt war, Kke all others, turned out vnſueceſsful. He was 
defeated, forty thouſand Frenchmen periſfied in one ſingle 
battfe. Fierce eonqueror, monſter in human ſhape, was 


here any thing in thy power to avenge thoſe numberleſs 


murders? No, no, relentleſt tyger, thy head could not have 
paid for that of one of thy foldiers; whom thou didſt ſend 
by thouſands to their eternal homes. In fourteen years, du - 


ring which this war Jaſted, perhaps one million of French - 
men periſhed by the ſword of the Saracens, by ſickneſs 


and fatigue. He was at laſt obliged, __ doſerved miſ- 
fortunes, to return to France with grief, regrets, and re- 


morſe, if his ferocious heart could ever" be taſcoptible of 


* them. f i rd 


FR 1 7 nf Our 


Thus elapſed thirty years of ithe reign” of Charlemagne 


to the ſorrow of mankind; and had God but granted this ty+ 
ger to be ſtifled when he was ſtill in his cradle; his death 
would have ſaved a great deal of tears and bloodl. 


We now touch the period when Leo crowned drives: pe 


Tor. © This Leo, defiled with ſo many crimes, and accuſed 
by ſome of the people of Rome, was ſeized on a feaſt, and 


during the proceſſion dragged through the mud, and thrown 
in prifon; but he wude his eſcape, came to France, and pro- 


miſed Charles the imperial erown, if he would help him to. 


re, aſcend the pontifieal chair. The propoſal revived the 
pride and mouldering ambition of this fierce! warrior. He 


Taifes an army, marches ſtraight to Rome, re-eſtabliſhes the 


pope, who pretended” that no mortal had a right to cenſure 


his conduct, abſolved his onſelf of the crimes he had per- 
petrated, and * way: ag: and ages. > OO: . 


2 


- 
PP 


Ihe cruel feuds of religion did rend it like the weſtern 


* 


„ 4 


< 


name of Great; in a philoſophical age he is confounded with 


ba 


mans, and Saracens, profited, Wy the loſs of his children, 
21 


twenty abbies, and increaſed the preſents made by Pepin to 
the ſovereign pontiff; for this he got abſolved from the mur- 
der of above twenty millions of men, who periſhed by fa- 
mine, ſword, and fire. He got abſolved for having robbed 
his nephews of their patrimony, from all his treacherous ma- 
chinations with three popes, and all his ſecret yillanieg, and 

tor them, was at laſt anon, 8 
Deplorable and unfortunate mortals! Will you never 
ceaſe to proſtrate yourſelves before proſperous villains, and ta 
kiſs the hand railed to deſtroy you? And you, hiſtorians of 
tyrants, truth tears the maſk from your heroes face, and 


loads you at laſt with eternal infamy. Soon ſhall we ſee 
vaniſh this vaſt empire acquired by ſo many-iniquities, plun- 
ders, depredations, murders, and barbarities. 

e 5 | LEWIS 
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kun VaNANED. ThE pro cane | 8 9, 
| Twentieth King, Emperor of 1 the Weſtpon 1 00 


wt 


I i cruel, and unhappy prince begids the lone 


overthrow: of the empire, and prepares the ruin of his 


family, completed by the vices of his children, and' his © own 
wretchedneſss. | 


Lewis, fitter to ben monk that aking, Tenzerel Bis reign 
contemptible both at home and abroad. All the nations,” ir- 
ritated to bear ſo ridiculous a joke, revolted; Saxons, Nor- 
mans, Danes, and Bretons, obtained, after” he had made 


ſome feeble and vain efforts to bring them back under his obe- 


dience, the moſt Ad yaitageous terms, which were to ruin his 


authority. 2 | w 


Bernard, ſon of Pepin; was king of Italy, purſuant to 
the laſt will of Charlemagne. This ambitious young man, of 
an active enterprizing diſpoſition, conceived the bold project 
of fnatching the empire from his uncle. He raiſes an 5 
leaves Italy, paſſes into France, in hopes the towns 7000 


declare themſelves in bis favour.; he falls into the hands of 


Lewis, with thoſe lords and biſhops who had countenanced 


him with their advice in this raſh undertaking. He deprives 


him of his kingdom of Italy, declares hin and his whole 
family unworthy of it, and with a cruelty which left no 
bad to his revenge, plucks out his eyes and thoſe of all 
his adherents. Some days after, not ſatisfied with their pu- 
niſhment, he orders the executioner to ſtrike off their heads, 
a proof that cowards, and weak men, are always cruel. Their 


tragic exit, added indignation to contempt, and made the be. 


ginning of a dreadful cataſtrophe. 
Lewis, after Bernard's death, gave his kingdom to Lathe: 
rius, and made him co-regent of the empire. Pepin obtained 
„ =p Lewis, Bavaria; and all three were Grected to 4 
ume the title of king, 5 
He had married a ſecond time a woman called Judith, an 
andacious jilt, who having had a ſon by him of the name of 
Charles, whom ſhe preferred to the reſt of her huſband's 
children, and taking advantage of his weakneſs, reigned in 
his place and governed the empire. The great of the king- 
dom could obtain nothing without her 55e and conſent; 


this was the motive of a general diſcontent; to which may 


be added many other private injuries and grievances; the ex- 


ecution of the clergy above all provoked the refentment of 


the biſhops and prelates of the kingdom. This was the poſ- 
ture of a when Lotharius, N and Lon, reſolved | 
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to feide their” father, their Repmother, and ber fon, Lo- 
_ tharius raiſes an army, without which this deſign could 
not be accompliſhed, and convenes the ſtates of the king 
dom. This mode of proceeding was forthwith neceſſary in 
order to ſecure the intereſt of the clergy ; Lewis is ſummoned 
to appear before this council of the nation, he obeys, makes 
his defence, and is nevertheleſs moſt ſeverely cenſured by the 
prelates ; they command him to abdicate royalty, and to re- 
turn to A monaſtery, to ſpend his life in devotion., Lewis is 
conducted to the convent of St. Medard at Soiſſons, his wife 
and her darling are baniſhed to the ſame place, and the 
whole regal power is delegated to Lotharius and bis brothers. 
© The wordeouncil was awful to the people, yet they could 
not believe that the clerical juriſdiction would go farther 
than a remonſtrance: but they were terrified at this auda- 
ciouſneſs of the church, and of children againſt their fa- 
ther, They all pitied the deplorable ſitüation of their de- 
graded king: but his ſons were now in power; and the pre- 
lates determined to abide by what they had done, _, 


1 . * & a "ATED A T3 4 n * 
Finally, and after an impriſonment of five years, he is ſet at 


A * 4 


liberty; but Lotharius, the moſt enraged of his ſans, ſeizes 
him a ſecond time, and re- conducts him to his monaſtery; he 
is again liberate, and Lotharius forced to beg his pardon. At 
laſt this king, unworthy by his weakneſs to wear the crown, 
divides his empire between his undutiful children. Lewis, 
diſſatisfied with his ſhare, revolts a third time againſt his 
father, who takes the field to puniſh him. But death annihi- 
lates his projects, and he leaves on his death bed, ſpite, divi- - 
Hon, covetouſneſs and treachery, united together, enthroned 
upon the vaſt parts of his empire, now ready to be diſſolved, _ 
Lewis the Debonaire was weak and cruel, deſtitute of 
princely, talents ; worthy of wearing the monaſtic habit with 
the meaneſt of gfriars, inſtead of ſhining in royal purple. He 
left three ſons, Lotharius and Lewis by his firſt wife, and 
Charles by the ſecond, The two former having embittered 
their father's life, now began to turn their arms againſt one 


” 


another, Lotharius was conquered by Lewis and Charles, 
_ whom. intereſt, finally united. Lotharius turned and died a 
monk; Lewis follows him, and leaves to Charles the diſ- 


5 * 


- membered parts of the Empir mmm. 
© _ » Theſe are the deſcendents of Charlemagne, who will appear 
in a a lil} more diſadvantageous light to poſterity, and whoſe . 
natural and moral vices are ſufficiently. denoted by their ſur- 
names ;:the. one is called Stammerer, the other Bald, this Sim- 
ples that Cruel, the next Sterile, all wretched, all Kings Who 
were regardleſs of the people, deſpiſed them, governed them as 
. N . 58 | tyrants, 
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tyrants, and put the whole kingdom into the moſt terrib 
confuſion. An Empire laid waſte for the ſake of a king, 
man an individual, overthrows all ſound notions of mor: it) A 
But | et us continue to ſcrutinize thoſe kings, of whom there is 
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CHARLES, » Mak xb THE BALD: | 8 
N  Twenty-firſt-King,/ and Emperor«.. bs 


| HIS rei n, which laſted eight and thi ears, AP) 1 
ge US reign troubles, famil We god's ant Pann and offers 
nothing worthy of notice, but the baſe deſign of Charles to 
deprive his niece Hermingrade, daughter to Lewis his brother, 
of her patrimony. He raiſes an army to execute his pro- 
ject, and is on the point of entering e under the pretence 

tes of Spoletto and Botiaventa, who fonght 


Hermingrade, prevents his perfidious deſign, by compounding 
matters with them. Charles would not 1 relinquiſhed his 
unjuſt project, had not Boſſo diverted him in another quarter, 

d forced him to return to France with his army. He dies 


at Mantua, and leaves no other memory than that of a long 


reign, diſtinguiſhed by all the misfortunes that can be accu- 


mulated by confuſion and treachery. He n 5 


e day the facted 


years, without ever remembering for a ſing 


duties of a king. He, like all others, looked upon the people 


as mean beaſts of Lat: who owed him their ſweat arid 
labour. 4 vb | ; | 
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LEWIS. U. $URNANED THE STAMMERER, 
_ Twenty ſecond King, and Emperor. 


EV Rep we make in this hiſtory” brings us nearer to othe 

decline of the ſecond race of kings. Lewis reigned two 
years, without having anyways promoted the re-eſtabliſhment_ 
of the empire and the happineſs of the people. The princes 
of ay, aſpired at ſovereignty ; the Germans would make the 
imperial dignity relevant from their own country, or, at — 
fix the rellen of the emperors in Germa They 


5 oy: 
not ſpare the pope, who uſurped in all reſpects, the ri 5 — 
the emperors. They brought their complaints before Lewis. 


er II. 1 of by 2 came to way raneey to palliate Ris ufur- 
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| 1 % or rang; Fo 31 
pations and! obtain the emperor's podſent to make himſelf 
guilty of uther crimes of ſtill greaten magnitude; he was dex 
terous enough to meet with a fayourable reception, ſpent an 
entire twelyemonth-in France, and. held a council at Troye, 
in Champaign, or rather one of thoſe numerous aſſemblies, in 
which they atlopt ſometimes. moſt extravagant meaſutes, the 
uſurpations of the Clergy, the e of Faria and the au- 
thority of tyrants. | 

. He, left. 2515 baſtards. and his pregnant queen, objects of 
confuſion an A : he ordained in his will Eudes or Odo, 
count of Ange rs, to be choſen. regent of the kingdom, if the 

queen ſhould happen ta be delivered of a prince. However, 
This condition was totally diſregarded by the ſtates, who ap- 
pointed Lewis and Carloman, his ba ards, regent of the 

. and had them crowned ex proviſo, which created an 

amazing confuſion. The regency or proviſory royalty 
| laſted two a err a Were WAY: well be called an 
inter | 


— 60A ruin met bi houſe. . ; 
00 Mall onl give the date — Wha 8 theſe dack 


reigns, whoſe lia diſaſters have been 9 HIS the 
. e Rewer 9. Feen, e 


"LEWIS AND CARLOMAN- 
Twenty: third ING" 


"6 Hier ORN 7 a — ice eme of theſe 1 3 3 — 
A were only regents or oppreſſors of royalty. Theſe two 
Paſtatds, of Lewis the Stammerer died two years after they 

ad been elected by the ſtates, whoſe votes chey obtained by 
purchaſe or briberyr. 

„Lewis the Lazy; fa, of Garlomang: lac in n hel 
Ties almoſt. immediately; for which teafon he is not counted 
among the kings, of France. All that remains of thoſe 

reigns, happily; of ſo ſhort a duration, proves they were full 
pf gonfuſion and inttigues equally ohſcure and cruel. It 
may eaſily be ſuppoſed what thoſe men who bribed the ates 

; "ey the W can have done. for! amen N | 
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Finally, the French hoping to- be happier "ito — 5 
=o EY le Gros, e calt himits wg pre mY : 
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TH E commencement of Charles's reign! Was proſperous, 
but the end tragical. Choſen by the ſtates, and promi- 
ſing to yield the empire to Charles the Simple às ſoon 'as he 


ſhould be of age, he firſt engaged the attention and reſpect 


of the people, and made them hope tRat-he would ref 575 
the ſplendor of the ſtate, and remedy the evils which had 
brought it to the brink of ruin; but vain Were their 
hopes? nn „ 2 Fol 11549 n Hotte "ON Loa SEE) 


1 The Notimans ravaged'Neuſivia; and at 101 obliged Charles 


| to cede- it to them as a fief of the empire. This mdulgence 


on his“ part, granted without conſultin the nation, 


brought upon bim the indignation of afl Frenchmen. 


He fell 'intd a ferocious delirium from jealouſ Le with reſpect £2 
to his wife Richarda, daughter of the king of Scotland; the 


| deprived him of all faculties required for Adoiniftration and 


the keeping together of the different parts of the empire, 
which had been attacked and diſmembered by enemies, who 
came from the frigid Zones of the north, and were as ſavage 
and rough as, the ſky. under which they were born. Finally, 
in his . the empire was transferred from France to Ger- 


5 many. The Germans elect Arnold, ſon of Carloman, and 


grandchild of Lewis the Dehonaire, emperor.. The French 
reject Charles le Gros, and elect Eudes, or Odo, duke of An- 


giers, appointed regent by Lewis the Stammerer. 


Thus Charles was left ſo deſtitute, reduced to ſuch a FAR 
gree of poverty, as not to retain n ſingle houſe of his 155 | 
where he mi he conceab his miſery. Ne died in a finall and 
wretched village of 'Swabia; without abode, without breac 
without regret, and without / memory 

Let kings conſider and re lect, that tlley ate nothing 


from the: moment» their: 23 FY Ty them. He had mhde 


bimſelf many enemies b alepoſing thoſe: who had! 'helped to 
raiſe: him to ee eee is pride wa itmperuous and impru- 


dent but we have already fen others h eruſhed their ſub 


ä jects : we. have ſeen monſters who: violated theirimoſt ſaered 


| | rights till they de ſcended: into a ops Wwe mall ſtill ſes 
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wha, 777 LEN 4 3 
00 50 faid 20: has defcendent of 8 that Saxon 
4 3 frecbooter, conquered by Charlemagne; he ,aſcands the 
hrane gairegeat, andiking, recognized-by:the States. His re- 
ency and feign laſted eight years, with great difficulties. 
Eudes took upon him the reins of the empire, which ſtood 
E ee of being well governed, 2 baffled the W of the 
Freuch -who had elected him. 

The State was ſhaken to its very e : in this: . 
* : lids of the race of Charlemagne, it was greatly adyancing 
ttowards tits ruin, which! Eudes could neither prevent nor re- 
| 4 .tard. | Somplaints were made againſt bis eee, 
. EE by Gnienne,  _ + 
| 3 s-involved into trouble, Germany: in a Nate of 
anarchy, rance, to her misfortune, torn by the ſpirit 8 
oppoſite parties; Eudes could remedy none a thoſe evi 
It muſt be confeſſed that ſomething more than human efforts 
is required to ſtop the diſſolution of an empire. It is the 
flow and inevitable effect of inſenſible cauſes, which We 

hall endeavour to analize in another work; the preſent has 

neither been deſigned to develope the principles upon Whien 
empires ought to be grounded, if they; are to ſubſiſt, nor g 2 
point out the cauſe of cheir decline. . . 
Let us terminate this reign or regency, which Eudes pait 
with regret. He was of an adroit or ambitious 
wanted reſources to conſummate his projects. He recgnel | 
i his-authority to Charles, without having done any thing to 
advance himſelf to fame, or France to happineſs, and diedia 
; e Þs. had nes 28 She: OP 1 £42 a; 
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5 Aion the Rate. of. the nation under whoſe 
| fanguinary.. or gontemptible kings, is moved with in- 
. — 06- at ſeeing hen thus treated, at ſeeing whole: - 
millions ar e aa age of N and 9 ition. 
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: CRIMES or 1E . 5 
One is ſhocked to ſet the blood of the people ſtream iti battles, | 


” - 


* % 


for intereſts not their own. What are thoſe kings for whom 


one nation ſacrifices another with mercileſs and commanded _ 


barbarity ? Alas! poor mortals, they are but men like you, 
more cruel, more dexterous, more ambitious, and more for- 


tunate. | . 


What a fracas makes that Charlemagne ; yet, in the eyes 


ot reaſon and humanity, he is even beneath this Charles 
the Simple, ſo unworthy to wield the ſceptre. How ſhould 
the former, for having butchered twenty millions of men, 


* 


e revered and canonized! Nay, he now holds his proper 


place, like all the tyrants who reſemble him. 


Charles was wretched during the whole courſe of his 


* 


reign. He ſigned the convention made with the Normans 
wy Charles le Gros, and ſealed it by marrying Gilletta, his 
ſiſt 


er, to Raoul, firſt duke of Normandy. Though the 


war with the Normans was thus rendered dormant for awhile, 


yet confuſion and anarchy were not leſs great, a league againſt 
+ the king throws off the maſk, breaks out, and rifes' in arms. 


This being the chief cauſe of the change that will take 


place in this ſecond race, I ſhall notice it diſtinctly, and in- 
quire into its cauſes. * Pate oy + ws 1 . rk V 4 


The war remained dormant and fermenting for near fifty- { 


three years, from 936 till 989, when Hugh Capet will lay 
open and conſecrate the audacious plan laid by his family 
Robert, duke or governor of Anjou, brother to Eudes, . 
appeared at the head of the league againſt Charles the Sim- | 
ple, attended by the prime of the-nobility of France. Their 


end was to depoſe Charles, whom they conſidered unworthy - 
of eee 1 Os gs „„ 91 


7 
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obert wanted the crown to himſelf, but dared not publiſh 
his ambitious deſign: he covers himſelf with the cloak of 


the public welfare. The league gives Charles the diſgraceful 


Jurname of Simple, and Robert bears the firſt flag of rebellion, 


being the moſt eminent by his rank, and the moſt courageous - 


or boldeſt, His brother's memory was recent ill, and his 
_ _ own. valour, in contraſt with the bad qualities of Charles, 
tinctured his raſbneſs with an air of grandeur, and made it 
appear lawful. He joined to this a great popularity through- 


out the kingdom, eſpecially among the Normans. Confi- 
dent of his ſtrength, he quickly makes warlike preparations . 


1 againſt Charles. The latter rouſed from his lethargy, calls 


to his aſſiſtance Henry the Third, emperor, and uſes his beft 
endeavour to prevent the evil. Robert carries his raſhneſs 


tee fhe higheſt degree, is ſacred at Rheims by archbiſhop Her- 


ES 


yeus, 


KINGS OF FRANCE. 1 335 


veus, who died three days after this illegitimate conſecra- 
75 dion. 8333 OY 1 . 2 8 Ty 452 * . F 71 
N 3 deſpiſed by the French, did all he could to bring 

upon himſelf their utter deteſtation. He had ratified the 

ceſſion of Neuſtria by Charles le Gros, and to brim the mea- 


ſure of contempt and hatred, threw himſelf into the hands of 


the emperor, The French were ſtill remembering that, the 


empire had juſt been transferred from France to Germany, 
on account of the diſſentions between the brothers, and the 


minority of Charles himſelf,” then upon the throne. 


Finally, the two armies of Charles and Robert fix their 


camp in the heart of France, and in the vicinity of Paris. 


| Noo fore 
glory of the field. e 30, Tomy att 35 iro 
Hebert, count de Vermandois, Robert's brother-in-law, 


remains at the, head. of his army; it had not been defeated at 


this ſhock, and remained in fight of the enemy. Charles 
_ terrified, makes overtures, for peace. Hebert: gladly ſeizes 


L , 0 


Quentin to confer together. 


TCbarles the Simple, worthy. of that appellation, repairs 
. thither, and Hebert detains him priſoner, acquaints him with 
the wiſhes of the people for the choice of a ſovereign wor- 
_ thier, than him, and tells him that for that purpoſe he is a 
going to convene the States of the kingdom; he conducts him 


this opportunity, and intreats the king to meet him at St. 


. + 2 7 
1 + *7 > 3-7 


| to Chateau- Thierry, and from thence to Soiffons, where he 


- aſſembles the principals of the kingdom, who were ſelected b 
Himſelf, makes him reſign the crown, and deliver it to Raoul, 


Hve years dragged from priſon to priſon, and died of a broken 


heart, at ſeeing himſelf thus ne degraded by the 


_ "inſult, raſhneſs, and perfidy of a vaſſal, whoſe deſcendents 
will mount the throne and uſurp it down to our times. 
Charles had no talents required of a ſovereign ; too mild 
with ſome, and too harſh with others, and ungrateful to all. 
But the treachery of Robert and Hebert, count de Verman- 
_ . dois, is not leſs manifeſt and notorious; and we ſhall ſee Ro- 


bert's ſon, Hugh, ſurnamed the name Great, father to Hugh 


che Big-bead,, or Capet, act a part equally oppreſſive. , 
Having undertaken to prove that France has never been 
happy under her kings; that oy all have been more or leſs 

_ unworthy of the crown, I think I 1 

the reader down to Raoul, the twenty-ſeventh king, or to 

ſpeak in a more appropriate manner, the twenty-ſeventh 
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Fes encounter each other near Soiſſons. Robert, who + 
1 foremoſt in the fight, was ſlain, leaving to Charles the 
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_ firſt prince of the blood. Thus the unfortunate Charles was 
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7 laſt emmperor ef His blood. 
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Kart 5 rumed "by-grittots hi petty exto . | 
N and out 25 858 it in as wrecked a W Sap” : 
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8 . 85 eee ee 
Ir goverticd about thittetn years ; ee Dich 
24 ſome and fatal. Normandy, (Guierine, Lorrain, and 
Aly, rc him great cauſe f vexdtion and ufelefs labor. 


He endeayÞtred to fepel the Normans in order to do better 
fran Charles le Gros and Charles the Simple, but His efforts 
_ "Were/as Vain ahd Infructuous, às in Eorrain and Guienne. He 
2 left the memory of his ambition, injuftice,” and a de- 
e of evils which Gverwhelmed che ſtate. | 
he French Hall Efitertairled r hopes of bim, and be 
2M {them u prey to diſſentions, fetds, uſutpations of the 
= t, And tlieir + robjfotl avarice; Hrange cecity of man- 
And te Spec 'fre uently their own hippineſs'bf one” man! 
Blind mortals! will you never * epfee BEG ect of your 
"Feverence? If it!be a god, 'bow Tow ; ; "if a me en upright 
rant dare to'miedfure: him. 15 
8 dg the leagrie 


_- AﬀtertheYeith*of Charles the üble, Ut 
of Robert, All the g overnors, of tlie provirices Pry appro- 
Priate to 'thettſelvi "us It Were hy inheritance,” what they 

*Orfly poſſeſſed for life, and retain fo may dutchies, count. 
Wes; 'baronies, and mattors, 1 Hurped duritig the fubverſion be 
«the king dec. 3%, e e : 


Thie empire f the weſt, TFeſtored i Abe perten of C Chat- ; 


cops, retwainel hardly a century in' the 'pofltMon” of his 
edelsehdehts!: and Lewis, dc Kin of Arnold, wal the 5 


The empite of the caſt, Roby "This Wette of we; BY 5 
Wibelties, and trdtbles, had nothing Roman but the name, 
And waitedd its fniſning blow from 8 hand f the Mahy- ; 
"tnetans. . 3 

x ought! to be remarked ebarthe powe erde ps popes Yea 125 
<erealuig daily; amiüſt the overthrow f the State wine” 5 
the wreck 01 tho imperial authority. Their aim Was to eſta- 
liſh that univerfaFChriftiin'monatchy, the long. wiſhed o For i 
ject of their deſire. They obtain authority ey e 


ütiſdiction, arinies, revenues, riches, "in hort, every 
thing; Wavin "6nce. attained to this monſtrous degree % 5 
' Authority, thoſe ſervants of the "ſervants of God wanted 


F do e ba the *Emperors mad Who defendel 
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"bi kg hed: rights ; hence ſo many; \ foandalous.. 
 Viogdy.wa gina, the wife 
L 'P ith, — — „ her ſon, Lewis, furnamed, r 


4 


e patiently waited the end of the reign of R PLING | 


ILPers png: 16 bronghy, i about. to haye him recalled + to the 
throne. of France. He paraded the kingdom with an; army 
of Normans. and; Fngliſhmen, to ſhow. he might: have got by 
force what was granted him with free god WIII. 


. Groſs, miſtake! it. a. mighty nation will not ſuffers berfalf | 
he governed by a prince, all his efforts. to See e 17 
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a TER : a flay. of nine years in England, 13 . 


. of 2 made ſo Toad, a choice. He knew not how. to 


Ln ami 


ng others, of Normandy, 1 5 
Hugh — 5 Great, mayor of the palace, and Pack to 2 
chie of the league Feat Charles the Simple; be: 
* contributed. to 
the NG Sadie: 0 Rill greater ADORE of bj 


Lewis, marries the eldelk Giſter of Otho, the emperoy,' 
Hin a e x the ſecond, Hh Lewis. 1 aud 


: 4d 


Acer 


Gier he had Hugh Capet, who will uurp tbe zhrone. 


The king and his mayor rivalled each ether ip point. of 
| treachery. Hae balorians Gave the name of Great o Hugh, 
= auſe he paved bis-ſon; e 


r to Hugh Capet, 


arone,. on whic his race has maintained itſelf to this d. 
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1 ag dered in order 0 ſcize his dominions, Lewis Was 


— 


of Charles the Simple, Rex | 


France, recalled by the States, who. had. .ceaſon- tO; 1 


Profit uite recent misfortunes of his family; he-wag 

ml e eee of all the kingdom; his 

* teateſt enemies gave tokens of the fincereſt friend 
Villiam, pra of 


ewis's being recalled; it w ng. 
Gs Thi 


two ſons, Lotbaxius, 
who will reign after him, and Charles, duke A kee: 
W om we ha ſee. lay claim to the cron, which h e loſes 
unjuſtly... Hugh, was more fortunate; for. b by. the. Jounges © 
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vngratefol; William had been a friend to him in his adver- 


fity, and to reward his friendſhip he wants to rob his ſon of 


his patrimony. He joins cunning to baſeneſs as ſoon as he 
hears of William's affaffination. He aſſures Richard, his 


fon, of his friendſhip, and offers to give him his affiſtance. 


He haſtens to Rouen under the pretence of ſerving him, but 


with the infamous deſign of ſeizing his father; but this 
treacherous project is ſuſpected; the town riſes and demands 
Richard: he diſſembles, addreſſes the people, tells them that 


he wants to have him educated with his own ſon, carries him 
to Laon, then the court of the kings, and keeps him cloſely 


guarded againſt his faith and prorhiſe ; but he is finally li- 


berated from his confinement. We are going to ſee cunning 


and villany puniſhed by perfidiouſneſs. There is ſo black a ſe- 


ries of- atrocities between Lewis and Hugh, as would ſhock 
the meaneſt individual: they both ſtrove to defeat their re- 
_ ciprocal ſchemes, Lewis was at Rouen, Richard at Senlis, and 
Hugh at Paris, obſerving what might reſult from this ſcene, 
in which villany acted the principal part. 

Aigrol, king of Denmark, ſolicited by Richard, came to 


his affiftance. | He enters Normandy with his forces; Lewis, 
bold to deceive ee, a great coward: he conſents to 


Have an interview with Aigrol without coming to a battle; 


but the Danes and French who were then with the king, 


cmmence a fight, which, however trifling in appearance, 
proved fatal to Lewis. He is detained priſoner, and obliged 


to employ Hugh, his greateſt enemy, to obtain his liberty, 
which was only granted upon condition of his deſiſting from 
all his projects upon Normandy, and yielding moreover the 


province of Bretagne, whereby Richard obtained much more 
khan he deſired; and all this through Hugh, who had formed 
a plan from which he would not depart. He gives Richard 


bis daughter Euda in marriage. 


ror to ſuccour him with a powerful army. They in con- 
junction lay fiege to Rouen; but ſo bad is their ſucceſs, 


that Otho engages the king, his brother-in-law, to ſeck to 
be reconciled again to Hugh, and Richard duke of Nor- 
E W TIF SISTY 9% D205 „„ . ˙ͤ⁰ł/Tw 41 1 


F)) (w.. ID OI ol PENS At. 
Among all thoſe Whom Lewis deteſted, Hebertz count de 


Charles the Simple, father to Lewis, and been the 'cauſe of 
his death; but he requited him. Lewis, under the pretence 


7 1 F 8 , 5 , ; 7 £ t 


A pane , This alliance awoke and 
augmented the jealouſy of Lewis: he intreats Otho the em- 


Vermandois, brother-in-law to Hugh, ſtood the foremoſt. 
+ The reader will recollect that Hebert had detained priſoner | 


4 
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of friendſhip, invites him to Laon, and hapgs him without 
3 . * Fx * 0 . * - - A * * AY: 0 & 3 EY" * 
g V 2 2 e PITCHES ©: [3 | ag er | ts 5 1" 8 e on ND : any | 


"KINGS. or „ 39 


_uny * of rial, of f avcuge the impriſonment. and death. of. 
| hit father. 


Lewis wats on x this pos Wy of cracky ang perfidy, his. 


cuſtomary weapons, Hebert deſerved to meet his fate; but 


the means employed by Lewis are ſo baſe and daſtardly ; 


| as to revolt every generous ſoul. 


| He finally. dies at Rheims, hated and deteſted by the 


French and worthy to be ſo. 

le was timorous, weak, cruel, and treacherous. Theſe 
were his only endowments.. His reign was ſullied with all 

the vices that ſpring from impudent intrigue and meanneſs. 

He left two ſons; ane who N Rims # and Charles, 

who loſes oe, crown. 


- 


£ 


Fe, Fi | Deng aint ip” 


+ 
— 3 


| __ inherited the treachery and all the misfortunes of his - 
father, Enraged like him againſt Richard,. duke of 
Naxmandy, he would one time make uſe of cunning, ano- 


ther of force, and always without ſucceſs; he was, however, 


ſo lucky as to ravage | rance by his own armies and thoſe 1 | 


the Normans. - 


The calamities of war are fully eren in the wri-⸗ 
tings of thoſe times. I ſhall be content with remarking, that 
thoſe diſaſters planted fury and deſpair in the heart of the 


nation. Public odium was his reward. Unfortunate as he 


was, he always wiſhed for war, becauſe it overwhelmed the 
people, and not him: what was it to his frantic heart if 
three or four hundred thouſand F renchmen periſhed in a 
war fooliſhly engaged into, if peaceful villages were laid 


waſte and e e Thoſe univerſal evils, thoſe dreadful 


ſcourges, can onl by draw tears from the eyes of the lage, of 
the man that thinks, and never from thoſe of a tyrant. 
Animated with ie cruel turbulence, he goes to ſpread the 


| flames-of war in Germany, to re-obtain.. Lorrain, formerly. 
called Auſtraſia; he commences hoſtilities with the emperor, 
and unable to keep what he had in his hands, he longs to re- 


123 what was far from him, what was detached from, 
rance hy barcg and treaties. Otho gave Lorrain to his 


brother Charles, upon condition that it ſhould be conſidered 
as a. fief of the empire; ; he ſeparated ſome. large demeſnes, Y 
Hom ir, high.) Were given to the whey of Cologne and 
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i bloody wars, thoſe nes depretations 
$f harms the French and Germans. Thus Lotharius f pared 
nothing that' could! increaſe: the indignation of his Kae 
W ainſt che authority of their kings. He died at Rlieims 
md keft nothing behind-than his exedrable memory. Hugh. 


Capet is accuſed of having poiſoned: him, in coneert — 


| md, the wife of that perſidious king who deſer ved all 
Huis misfortunes, | He lewves £ the thetss: to ear v. hen] _ 


5 1 a King of the Stcond . . 
- 152058 v. reigned but a twelvemonth. He is ſappoled!te to. 


have died of poiſon. Ermina, his mother, and Hugh 
Capet, had given poiſon tb his father'; if he therefore pe- 
Fiſhed in the like manner, it is v. y natural to believe that 
they likewiſe prepared the doſe. Lows 5 Capet, above all, 
ſeeing Lewis between the throne and him, between that 
krone the center of all his 'wiſhes, may juſtly be preſumed 
not to have ſought to perpetrate an infructubus erime in poi- 
ſoning the. father, but inſtuctuous it would have been, had 
be not diſpatched the ſon, ſtill younger than him, and whoſe 
natural death. he conſequently could not wait to uſurp the 
crown. Be as it will, he ſurely was not faint-hearted, 

nor would let it abide by his firſt attempt. In ſhort, Lewis 
ES ve without | Tang W without WRT without | 


bete remained Churles: of Borrainz firſt prince of: vhs «- 
'Þ Blood; whoſe right to the crown was 'inconteſtable, accord- 7 
ing to the law of inheritance which deſcended from male te 
7 male, in default of the legitimate fons of kings. 
Charles was ſon of Lewis Tranſmarine, brother of 12 5 
thacins, unele of Lewis V. and of courſe heit of his domi- 
- nions, the latter having left no iſſue. We ſhall fee by what 
 maneeuvres Hugh Capet deprived him of the throne; to 
which he was called by the blood of his aneeſtors, if blood | 
can rant ſuch rights. FEE 
We have now examined the eig of twenty nine Enge 
Wend in the two firſt races, and did not find' a ſingle one 


whom the veracity of hiſtory does repreſent in a favourable. 


light, He would it be, had impartial hiſtorians tranſmitted i 
kheir dark tranſactions; had not mercenary monks and venal 8 
writers. were W ſhameful Nur abominable vices "he. Wn 


. the 1 veil of a night forthwith everlaſting, 6-5: 


| after them, 
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have left ſufficient ſpecimens to blaſt their memory, = 


to load with hatred and contempt their proud mauſoleums, $ 
and the lying marbles which vaunt their yirtues. -The fer- 
' Tible voice of truth and nations is heard a thouſand years 
p it reſoundsfrom the hoi 


id vaults of their tombs 
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wing ht King, or fort Uſurger of the Third e 


— ERE above all, our venal Hiſtorians have taken the ut- 


moſt pains to+betray, the truth, to tincture, to legitimate 


that uſurpation of the crown by Hugh Capet from the de- 


ſcendents -of Charlemagne. Here they ſeem in ecſtacy with 
the great qualities of Robert, duke or governor of An- 
gers, chief of the league againſt Charles the Simple. Here 
they were ſo baſe to proſtitute the name of Great to Hugh, 
his ſon, who was but a cunning impoſtor, and a great op- 


preſſor of the royal prerogative. No one could ſurpaſs him 


in A diſſimulation and raſhneſs, than Hugh Capet 


his ſon. e latter was an obdurate villain; we have ſeen 


im poiſon Lotharius his ſon, to gain a throne, ſole object 


of his moſt fervent wiſhes. 


He only ſaw himſelf debarred from it by Charles of Lor- 


rain, who could not aſcend it but by collateral ſucceſſion, - 


being ſon to Lewis. Tranſmarine, brother of Lotharius, and 
uncle of Lewis V.; but his right was not leſs certain, if it 


ever can be ſo without the conſent of the people : whether © 
from the hopes of having him eaſily rejected, or the fear of 
committing a third crime, or the difficulty which, he fore- 


ſaw might attend its commiſſion and concealment, he was 


ſpared. Charles claims his juſt right: Hugh Capet, in- 
ſtructed in diſſimulation, inſtructed in an art, of which Hugh 


his father, ſo unjuſtly called the Great, had ſet him the ex- 
ample, and to which himſelf had long ſince laid the plan, 


| filenced and cruſhed him. We ſhall ſee how he brought it 
about to accompliſh his deſign. | 


Hiſtorians of proſperous villains, you load with curſes 


him, becauſe fatality deprived him of a crown his lawful 
right; had he obtained it, I ſhould ſee you grovelling at his 
feet. This Hugh Capet would only be a rebel in your ſight, 


had Charles of Lorrain been able to proſecute him with all 
the rigor of the laws; had he brought him to! the ſcaffold, 


you 


"Rs 


hat Charles of Lorrain; you endeavour to impute crimes to 


\ 


— 


' of high treaſon ; vou would have applauded the arm, the 


nly have looked upon him as à malefactor guilty 


« ”, 2 1 


N 1 


ſteel of the executioner that would have ſtruck off his headz 


but he triumphs : and his rival, in ſpite of the juſtice of his 


* o 5-4 


cauſe, is deemed a criminal, 


What! is it thus you diſgrace hiſtory > Wretches! the 


power of truth betra s you in every page; your writings 
would alone be ſufficient to convict you of impoſture. By 


1 


what rhapſodies, baſeneſs, and falſehood will you legitimate 
 uſurpation and crimes of Hugh Capet? Ts his being the 


Head of the preſent race, a ſufficient title to impoſe upon all 
ages, and to deceive poſterity? How dare you maintain that 


he was of the blood of Charlemagne by his mother? He was 
not; it is fully proved in hiſtory. And what would it have 


availed him were your aſſertion true? ſince, according to the 
ridiculous chimera of the Salic Law, the daughters are ex- 
cluded from the crown. All that can be collected in thoſe 
dark ages, is his deſcent from a Saxon; from that barbarous 


Widichind whom Charles took in his ſervice. 


It is upon this monſter, eſcaped from the foreſts of Saxony, 


_ - that baſe writers laviſh the epithets of a mo/? excellent and il- 
luſtrious perſonage, &c. One cannot forbear the ſmile of pity; 


but let us examine how Hugh Capet uſurped the throne. 


Hugh, ſon to Robert, governor of Angers, after his father's 
death, purſued his plan; he had: time to improve it in the 


reigns of Lewis IV. ſurnamed Tranſmarine, and Lotharius; 


they feared, but did not love him; Hugh more cunning, de- 
ceived them both. At laſt he dies, and Hugh Capet his ſon 
inherits his ambition, his power, and a plan which required 
only profound diſſimulation and raſhneſs to be carried into 


execution; he wanted for neither: as duke of the French, 


he was entruſted with the command of the armies; as mayor 
of the palace, he was at the head of the affairs of ſtate; as 
count of Paris, the people had him always before their eyes, 


and were accuſtomed to ſee him keep pace with the king. 


Hie began by giving France as ono Bae? tyrants as it con- 
tained governments. To them he yielded as a property, 
_ what they only poſſeſſed by office; thus he firſt introduced 


that feodal government, which deſolated France down to our 


* own times. Inſtead of one tyrant, the people got them by 

thouſands; there were as many as the kingdom contained 
dutchies, counties, baronies, marquifates, and lordſhips. As 
chief of depredators, he divides the ſpoil between his accom- 
plices. All the lords were filent with regard to his uſurpa- 


tions, ' becauſe 7 0 themſelves had uſurped large eſtates. 


And who was baſely ſacrificed to this uſurpation of the 


crown ? 
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tion, Was one 0 the cri 
diviſion of he royal authority, 9 felt by yy zouſand, 
indignities.; of the adminiſtration of Richelieu, 1 + bore down 
upon that ar pag art of The State, without which. it. cannot. 
| agriculture, the inhabitant o the fields; | 
and has never been wholly- annihilated till in our times, 
France, by his 1 the throne, received-a wound, 
which has not been cloſ A: 5 


ſubſiſt; Ks i 


2 *Fhe. x nation; chat unfortunate. pation. 1 7 pole 


del fixoke, which can 3 be treaſon if levelled at the na- 


l 1 4 . on Which he 
bis 


ſeven centuries. 


he convene all his friends and creatures, unites all the means 


— 


0 ſo long, — with ſuch. difhcult 72 by Wa 90 and 


imſelf, gathered all his force as for a day of battle. His 


£ eee, his ſpirit, hoxered.oner the ali, and directed 


all their operations. 


after a. period of more than 
He finall aſſembles tl che States 4 8 70 in 987, to which 


dious compact, this ſub⸗- 


Charles of Lorrain ſends a 3 5 to the States, 1 — 5 


they were fully reſolved; he was reprimanded for ee 


and Hugh unanimouſſy choſen king of France. ... 


Hugh Capet was either an ufurper or choſen. If he was 
| an uſurper, what are his deſcendents 2: If choſen, election 


a but he was both. Charles of Lorrain, re- 


ag by: the States, has recourſe to arms. to defend his cauſe x 


th parties come to an engagement, Capet troops are cut, 
to pieces jg un ane of * and himſelf narrow] 2 be 
from being rifoner. | The people are . | 
| baited of at. 74 s.of this firſt battle; but the lords pre 5 
|  Capet had enrichea, with whom he had divided che kingdom, 
found it their intereſt to ſee him placed on the throne, They 
N bring their forces together, and. ſtick fill 2 to 3 
He beſieges Charles at Laon, and to crown his raſh 524 4 : 
arles, 


villany, fſummons the town to ſurrender and deliver 


whom he called a traitor, ſwearing to put it to fixe and ſword, 


Anſelin the biſhop, cauſes Charles, with his wife and children, 


to be delivered by the inhabitants. He is conducted to Or- 
leans with, all bis family, and there thrown in priſon. This 


unfortunate deſcendent of the emperors lived thus ſeveral 


N reader Who reflects, . muſt. be irritated. to. ſee Hu 
t ſuramon the inhabitants: of Laon to p cry into. 


Vi a raſhnelſs.! ee * an indignity! pore 


= =_= : 2 
ao © 


hands Charles of. Jorrains, whom he charged with ares 5 3 


ears, andi had more children. They all died inconfinement > 


lugh Capet would not 0 light age elfen 8 0 
| the race of Charl | 


"muſt have been Hugh Capet's *crime, if Charles of 


Lorrain was guilty of ri . on? But the reader knows enough 


to ſay boldly think Capet inherited the ambition and perfidy 
of Robert, of Hugh his father z; that he finally executed the 
plan they had laid; that he Was an oppreſſor, an uſurper 
"of r royalty; in a word, that it was he who was gullty of 
rea ſon againſt his. Tovereign; 8 
1 ſucceſs ; let us ſee then What uſe he made of it. 
Poli ities and cunning ſeem to have been his de ae rc 

| 115 aſſembles. the dukes, counts, "barons, and no 


makes them take the oath of fidelity, aud declares . . "Ye | 


will undertake nothing without their advice, and neither 
make war nor conclude peace without their conſent. 


Stran⸗ e forgetfulneſs of the ri ts of the nation, to have 


deen doubtful. in our ti ges, W N this was, the idee 


120051 73 Was ee to low es on his 29 8 7100 | 
Was unanimouſ]) aſſented to, becauſe none could f. ce a "rival 5 


* 22 4891 


*avow bim: khus, his policy annihilated, in the perſon of 


his ſon, tio charges, truly royal. He caufed bim allo 


to be crow ned during his Life time. He reigned. nine. ears, 8 
four by hunſelf, and five with Robert, his ſon and ſucceſſor- 


| 18 third race, Ra Groth in three parts. 

The firſt, from. 
"that Jong and onfortnnate FAT "between, the F renéh and En 
liſh firff broke out. Ms 


The ſecond. from Velos 10 Henry! Ii. int king of thi. :; 


branch. 
ee . "from os adn, chief of the 88 te 
wis X WT os 


* 9 


8 e attempts do craſh 8 . 1 inſulted?! 5 


vet his crimes were crowned . 


u gh Capet to Philip de Valoie, when 
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| 4 King. 15 


in this y , 12158 Ions, of 1 Was Boos variance 
with Otho, Wag of artres. He adroitly made them both 
ſubſer vient to promote his own authority, 5 to oppreſs them. 
3 Pope Gregory V. was ſo bold as to lay the kingdom under 
an interdict, and to excommunicate Robert for having mar- 
ried Bertha his goſſip; ; he, like an infipid devotee, divorced 
J her and ſubmitted to the cenſure of the court of Rome. The 
8 greateſt ſcourge of a kingdom is to have a prieſt-ridden king. 
It is not exactly known what were the ſelect opinions, 
the Hereſy of thoſe canons, whom the' ſtupid fanatic Robert 
| and his wife Conſtance cauſed to be burnt at Orleans in 1022. 
And how ſhould it be known? As there was then but a 
mall number of clerks and monks who were able to write. 
True it is, however, that Robert and his ſpouſe ny 
their ſight with this abominable ſpectacle. 
* 

From that epoch people became ſenſible that the con- 
ceſſions made to the great by Hugh Capet to huſh up his 
5 uſurpations, would prove fatal to France, and overwhelm 
ũt one day; and that the nation, the ſole object of my concern, 
would be expoſed by them to the greateſt calamities. 

In his whoſe reign, which laſted thirty-four'years, he made 
no eſtabliſhment bam which it might be preſumed that he 
was occupied for a ſingle moment with the comfort and wel- 
fare of his people: but he compoſed hymns, ſaid his roſary, 
oppreſſed Richard, .count of Sens, and confiſcated his eſtate, 
becauſe he would not ſubmit to the ridiculous yoke of the 
archbiſhop, built a. prodigious number of churches, made 
rich preſents to the convents, thoſe dens of feandal and idle- 

| neſs; for which they neither did fail to extol him with 
praiſes. | 

In our times, thoſe qualities which. Aae fo falſe an ad- 
miration, ſo ridiculous an enthuſiaſm, would only expoſe 
their poſſeſſor to contempt. Kings ought to ſtrive to uſe 
their power, which is only that of the nation, of which they 

are e to return, by bappy and "awd eſtabliſh- 


ol 


- | N * 


I. 


a Kb or en 47 


5 e what every individual has given them. If kings 
make no return, they only meet with hatred: ot contempt. 
Why ſhould they grow fat by the. ſweat and toił of the un- 
_ fortunate? If they make no return, it is better to be without 
them. They ought to give an equivalent for the toil and 
labour of 4 ſubject, by theis: , TORY Ready concern 
7 Ir the public welfare. e 
Hear, Robert, in ſpite 4 the; encomiums laviſhed on thee, 
"ow haſt only been a bigot, worthy: to go and ſing with the 
monks whom thou haſt enriched, and not to govern a ge- 
naerous nation, whoſe forces and reſources thou only madeſt 
= 1 85 wes to rivet the double chains of e eee and N 
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| Thiry-third King. SELLS 18 E . IE 


| WIS an wy with rapid firides over this reign, bertile in 
| ears, 4 ſterile in happineſs. Henry Was put in 
poſſe jon of the throne while his father was alive; ftill he 
as involved in mean quarrels, and inteſtine Wars, Which 
vulnerated the kingdom to a much ſurer degree. I ſeek for 
2 ſingle twelvemonth's ph Font ang national welfare i in a 
ſeries of ſeven hundred and fifty s, and: cannot find it. 
I ſeek a king diveſted of the vices 550 nt to royalty; alas! 
fear m fs will be to no purpoſe.” Henry was like 
1 all ie and vulgar kings, and does not appear to have 
been occupied with the duties incumbent upon a king during 
the whole ſpace of his reign, which laſted thirty years. He 
was harſh and proud till a few years before his death, when 
he loſt his organs, and, of cour ſe, his energy. which ob) iged 
| him to become a little gentler. tons 
In his reign, Robert, Guichard, nd Tancred, N rob 
bers from Neuſtria, fell upon Ca labria and Sicily, plundered 
and maſſacred the peaceful inhabitants; of thoſe fine regions. 
Alas! it is to thoſe banditti, thoſe proſperous 'robbers and 
_ murderers, that men, dazzled by falſe BH 890 He _ 
of N e and e KANG: on 
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ele cauſed his ſon Philip to be crowned Ste, he v was 
e ſeven IN of age, and Fe Baldwin, count of 
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quits he ſhould be able to: ie 


as. THE CRIMES OF THE 


Flanders, as his guardian; wth: governed tolerably well 14% 
ame, nad: delivered his truſt to bis l As Loon as be 
Teached the age of fiſteen ese 5 
Thilipwas covetous, artful, ee am e b 5 
ian had left behind him two ſons, Baldwin and Robert, 
with their mother Richilda. Robert of Friſeland; their 
uncle, laid claim to their patrimony, or would at leaſt be 
guardian to their eſtate. Richilda and the States oppoſed 
eachother. Philip as ſovereign, was to be their judge; but 
he fomented diſcord between the parties, in hopes 3 l 
them all, and toi ſeiae at laſt their demeſnes. | 
Kobert of Friſeland waits upon him, and promiſes to 1 : 
every conceſſion defired, ſo he would give him means to 
ſtrip his nephews ; Philip promiſes to comply with his re- 
queſt; Richilda comes after him with money, and gets the 


5 preference: his firſt promiſe Was a crime; but he breaks it 
by another with baſely receiving money, to do what was his 


duty, and what his own credit ought to have prompted him 


= do. The duped Robert raiſes an army, Richilda has re- 


ire to Philip, who marches. perfonally apainſt him, and 
rs Flanders with a deſign to wg * to himſelf what con- 

t the royal army and 
oſe 35 Baldwin and Robert are defeated, and the nephews 


5 1 of their eſtates by the victorious Robert of Friſeland, 


*their uncle; the king compounds with the conqueror, for- 


getting att Juſtice, go faith, and the ſervices 175 his” late | 
guardian,” | | 


If you add to his ingratitude, to pie artifice, to his co- 
vetdulneſs, the fooliſh amours, which made him repudiate 


Bertha, daughter to the duke of Friſeland, to take Bertrade, 
then married to Foulques, count of Anjou, -a woman, Who 
"diſpoſed of the moſt important charges of the kingdom to the 


higheſt bidder or the moſt intriguing, you will Judge 
Whether he governed for the welfare of the nation, or to gra- 


Ay. his ſhameful defires. Philip is likewiſe one of thoſe 


ho reig ned half a century, with the ſole intent of 1 in- 
5 ing himſe 5 in his own perſonal enjoyments. 
Here I ſhall give a fketch of the horrible ambition of the 


| Popes, and their bloody pretenſions, which ſurrounded France 


in this reign, the leven of diſſention between France and 
England ; I ſhall fa ay a word of thoſe perilous and extra- 
vagant enterprizes 0 the Chriſtians in the Holy Land. As 


they all took place in this reign, an abridgement may not 
Perhaps be diſpleaſing to the reader. 3 

The judicious / philoſopher ſhall:ſee with tears, the catiſe, - 
e 1 IC 3 war between mandy, 4 


KINGS or FRANCE: 


„England and France. Nobert and Henry „ ſons of => 


Wali I. duke of Normandy, came t 9 

Conflans. While they were a Playin h Fenik, his 15 
2 diſpute aroſe about the game.” pats Be calls Henry a baftart's' 

ſoir3- from inveCtives' they to bio, and Henr, 


would have killed Lewis, had not Robert prevented him. 


Aſter this ſcene, Henry and his brother ow 0 Normandy, 
Lewis's father, to revenge the affront his ſon had receive 


takes Veriton belonging to Normandy; Robert, in Krona 7 


ſeines Beauvais; William, king of England, invades Saintonge” 
and Poitou; And ravages and plunders the country to the ve very 


gates of Paris. 
"This 3s the cauſe of 10 many Wifberc nb which over" 


whelmed two nations, 'whom fate ſeems to have deſigned to, | 


be united; this is the cauſe of all the bldod that has been? 
ſpilt. The quarrel of theſe two young ſots coſt perhaps 


the lives of an hundred millions of French and Engliſh who 


fell in battle: this is the origin, now unknown, of that 
hatred tranſplanted from nation to nation, of thoſe general 
and fooliſh ſtrifes unknown to the individuals who plundered 


each other, ſince ſo many centuries, by order of their tyrani- 


cal maſters, and ee e other on both elements, and. 


in both worlds. 
Brave Engliſhmen; generous Frebchmes, rather deſtroy 
their thrones than 0 to be maſſacred at | their command, 


4 8 „ A% 


+ Fees was: "Gill e Ital decarde a prey to the 


greateſt diforders, and the moſt deplorable confuſions. 
The popes augmented their pretenſions, their raſhneſs, 


their ſcandals, their criminal attempts: the clergy and the 
empire were ready. to exhibit the molt tragical ſcenes to Eu- 


rope. 


he king at 


e ſhall "IDE imj ious examples of the iniquity of the 
ent of: Rome, in all the ſucceeding. Ls 80 It was in the 
reign of Henry IV. emperor, when it diſplayed all the facri- | 
legious energy of its projects. Hildebrand, made pope by 
the name o Gregory IV. ſon to a carpenter, confirmed in 


the Apeſtolie chair by that ſame 3 IV. whoſe predeceſſors 


had' always enjoyed the right of di 


cern'; and threatens, with the ſatye excommunication, every 


brief yo Ou Rave recourſe to him on ſimilar occaſions. 
1 E Henry 


poſing of and inveſting. 


with the offices of the church, commands him, under wg 
of excommunication, -not to meddle with an ſpiritual con- | 
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venna ſucceeds him, and is inſtalled by force of arms. Henry's : 
_ every. thing was in the utmoſt confuſion ;, we ſce pope againſt 
pope, emperor againſt emperor : Urban, having made Her- 
| the emperor reduces him to obedience; and Paſchal, who 


deſigned to be emperor., In ſhort, to conclude that dreadful 
| ſcene, that unnaturl ſon, that monſter, deprives his father | 


the peregrination to the Holy Land filled the. meaſure. A 
man fit to be ſhut up in a mad-houſe, a fanatic, an idiot, 


| crowned heads of Europe. He had travelled in the Eaſt, 


— — 


* 


Henry pred with indignation farts uP, declares to Gre - 
gory that he means to aſſert his right; Gregory excommuni- 
cates Henry and all his adherents, and ſends his. bull all over 


Europe; pronounces him criminal, proſcribed, depoſed from 


4 


the imperial throne, and chuſes Rodolphus, duke of Swabia, 


to be emperor. . 


I Two parties are formed in Italy and Germany; the one for 


the emperor and the other for the pope. After nine battles, 


in which the blood of Chriſtians was ſhed, Rodolphus is killed 
by Geoffry. de Bouillon, who was for the emperor. I am 
terrified to enarrate the particulars of the indignities which 


followed: Hildebrand is depoſed; Clement, biſhop of Ra- 


enemies choſe Urban II. The parties having got ſtronger, 


maud Luxemburgh, and Egbert, duke of Saxony, riſe againſt 
Henry, excited likewiſe his own ſon Conrad againſt him; 


ſucceeds Urban, makes rebel his other ſon, whom his father 


both of empire and life. 


Amidſt this dreadful confuſion, the popes eſtabliſhed the 5 


Regular Canons, Carthuſians, Templars, Benedictines, and 


Carmelites; in ſhort, during thoſe ſhameful tranſactions, 
the empire was torn to pieces. | 8 5 


While in Philip's reign, thoſe ſtrange and unheard-of con- 1 
fuſions agitated, overthrew, and deluged Europe with blood, 8 


was the cauſe of the firſt Cruſade. 
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It was Peter the hermit, a Frenchman, who. firſt fell in 


: * 


that fit of rage. He communicated his diſtemper to all the 


obſerved the manners of the Levantines, and thoſe places 
through which one could penetrate into Judea. He goes 

ſtraight.to Rome, and the firſt who catches the diſorder was 
pope. Urban II. He uſed his perſuaſives with the. utmoſt . 
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- dexterity, and told him, that it was of the utmoſt importance 

do gain the rock of Olivet; and that it was better to expoſe | 

a million of Europeans to periſh by miſery, famine, and the 1 
fwords of the Muſſulmen, than to neglect making that con- 15 


queſt : the pope overcome by his profound dialectic; appro- . 
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aſſiſted ſwore to ſpare neither means nor perſon to execute 


ſo holy an enterprize: they faithfully kept' their word. 


© Geoffry de Bouillon was the firſt who offered his ſervices, 


COTE TEES is; + . 32 ; ol A '. e S e 9 
and had the honour of taking the lead. Kings, princes, 


| dukes, counts and biſhops went upon thoſe travels. France, 


and Sweden, contended for the honor who ſhould firſt land 


in that ſacred region, poſſeſſed by the Infidels. Spain alone 
did not follow the general example, becauſe it was at war 


# 


& 


\ 


with the Saracens, who had almoſt penetrated into the heart 
. d e , / 
All the croſs-bearers ſold their vaſt eſtates to monks and 


| biſhops, that they might be able to defray the expences ofthe 


voyage: France ſent a far greater number of men than the 


other ſtates of Europe. 


* 
1 


The diſſentions of the popes made many European lords 
ſtay, at home, to defend themſelves againſt their ufurpations. 


* ' F 


Germany ſent but a few men to the Holy War; Italy ſtill 
leſs, being diſpenſed by Urban from marc ing 3 he made uſe 
| : mperial power. 


of this extravagant enterprize to weaken the 


But certain it is, that this romantic project did not put an 
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end to the ogra bh. och: between the clergy and the empire. 
We ſhall find more than one opportunity to take notice 
of the ſchiſms, wars, and ſcandals which diſgraced the Pon- 


tifical chair, We have given a moſt conciſe abridgment of the 


cauſes which deſolated Europe and the empire for ſo many 


ages; we have related the origin of the wars which ravaged” 
and ſtained with human gore the plains of England and 
France. It was, as we have remarked already, in the reign 
of Philip I. who had ſo many vices and not a ſingle virtue, 


that the germins of ſo many diſaſters, began to develo 
themſelves, Lewis, his fon, who was crowned in Philip's life- 
time, ſaw them ſpread, never endeavoured to nip them, and 
Facceelled his Ether „ 


"IN 1 bo z - 
9 1 5 "ay. 4. 


, £ 43S 
* 8” J 1 ? 4 rr * : 
1 1 ö ; 
5 8 3 . 82 2 b, » c 
1. 333„% — 


8 ER 3 CC TAJ IS Eg 2 ; | ; 
| LEWIS VI. -wanaued LE GROSS. 


dW if Kar. 


FRANCE draws near the period which gives birth to thoſe. 
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vide it. The bitter fruits of the uſurpations and ſhameful 
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diſſentions, thoſe diſcords, thoſe hatreds which axe to di- 


ſacrifices of Hugh Capet begin to grow ripe, will ſoon be 
gathered by his fucceflors, and the people alone be the vie- 
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No ſooner Philip, is in his tomb, than the flames of civil 
Aer are cindled in, different parts of the kingdom. 8 


| 8x, again; cities; provinces againſt provinces; thoſe 


Futes are frequent! tly terminated by a battle, and po 
Whenever the petty. REN were able to oppreſs a” Arete 

ſubjects, to raiſe an army and take the field. This reign, 
8 in; thoſe troubles, and preſents nothing intereſting, 


the diſaſters and famine. which deſolated France, and; 


2 be were ſtill more 1 D's ie 5 indivi-, | 


223 bei 


ſerve 8 intereſts of a man yore aral and barbarous. 
or. 5 conclude, it ought to be remarked, that the count 

ders having, been cruelly, aſſaſſinated, the people call 
Soon ewis to 1 his death; he ſets out Ag ry 


E Vi 1 55 of, 
liam to. be „ to his intereſt. Heaven A to — 13 
pouſe the cauſe. of. the legitimate heir; William Was flain; 
but all this does not leſſen the villany of. Lewis. He was a 
devotee, a diſhoneſt man; upon his knees before the relics, 
at the feet of pope. Gelaſius and Innocent II. and regardleſs 
, of. the miſeries, tears and blood of his people. He dies after 
a reign of twenty - nine years, een ves the kingdom: to his. 
e * ** Jung ; 
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LEWIS, VII. SURNAMED, THE. 1 o 
Thirty- fixth King, 


TM affairs of.the Chriſtians in Aſia, after a ſucceſsful be⸗ 
ginning, were brought to a deplorable and deſerved con- 
dition; for hat right had they to go to plunder, to burn, 
to invade a country in poſſeſſion of a people they had nothing 
to do with. Whatever has been urged by theological extrava- 
gance and fanaticiſm to juſtify thoſe wars, where the blood 
af unfortunate Chriſtians was ſpilt ſo as to run in ſtreams, 
tas. been produced by delirious brains. Pope Lucius II. at- 
the inſtigation of. St. Bernard, prevails upon Lewis to come 
to his affiſtance ; he joins himſelf to the emperor Conrad; 3; 
but a ſtrange raſhneſs of the Pope, wry for ſome time;a; 


97 2 e 


voyage undertaken by his advice. Alberie, arehbiſhop of 


Bourges, dies; the pope, unknown to the king, aſſumes the 
authority to appoint a ſucceſſor. A man of ſenſe, who 
would hear ſuch a thing for the firſt time, could hardly 


believe it; in our times, When philofophy- and ſcience have 
+ illuminated the chaos which concealed: opprefſors, and reli- 


ious and political uſurpers. 


What! thatipope, that ſucceffor of the-apoſtles, that heir 
of: poor fiſhermen, of St. Peter, who has never been at 
Rome, does he think we forget that he roſe from the dark- 
neſs of caverns, of ſubterraneans; that by an impious teme- 
rity he uſurped the throne of the Cæſars? and by virtue of 


this title, curſed by heaven, he pretends to command kings 
and nations, and has ſœ long inſulted all Europe, and the 


deſcendants of the Catos and Paul Emiliuſes. Brave Romans - 


of that diſtrict of Rome, where you preſerve {till ſome trace 
of the character, of the genius of your anceſtors, that ge- 
nerous notion, that invincible and virtuous love of freedom 

will you remain for ever degraded under Franciſcans, Capu- 


chins, Carmelites, under that ridiculous militia, that cohort, 


that vermine which devours you ? When yeu fee a proceſs 


ſion of friars and devotees, and your pope at their head, do 
not you recolle& that your anceſtars walked on the ſame. 

ſpot; free, content, and ſovereign ?' People of Rome, people 

of the earth; kings, princes, deſpots, lamas, popes, 'are 


your ſubjects; when your mighty voice ariſes, they muſt 
obey. Retake the empire this pope has aſſumed; you have 
like us, quaffed the cup of injpries and ſufferings; too man 
are the crimes which have ſullied the apoſtolic chair. 


But to return to Lucius, who dared to name a ſucceſſor te. 


the archbiſhoprie of Bourges, even without the king's know 
ledge or conſent; it muſt be looked upon as a deſerved con- 


ſequence of the too great indulgence, ſupport, e 
ors. 


property given to the popes, by Lewis and his predece | 
Lewis having rejected the perſon made choice of by the 
pope, the latter had recourſe to Theobald, count of Chams 
| Pagne, and the counts of Blois. The king marches a rainkk 
heobald, his army lays waſte the whole diſtrict of Vitry 
with fire and ſwotd ; takes the town itſelf, and makes a ter- 


rible maſſacre; the unfortunate peaſants, terrified and ſeex- 


ing for ſhelter, run in crowds to that ill-fated city; a pro- 


digious number of them retires into a temple, it being a ſafe. 
and ſacred place; Lewis ſets fire to it, and views himſeH the 


horrid ſpectacle of more than fifteen hundred people con- 
fumed by the flames. Tears of indignation roll from ” 


eyes; does not this trait ſuffice to repreſent him as the m 
ſerocious tyrant whoſe hiſtory has been tranſmitted to us? 
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not leave Antioch; alledging that ſhe coul 


1 5 


ry heart, would 
8 1 not live any 
longer with Lewis, who was related to her; and that, in 


in other reſpects, he was fitter to be a monk, than a king 


and'/a huſband. But after all, he forces her to return to 
France, and cauſes a ſpiritual council to be held, to have 


her divorced from him. 


© His, wiſhes being accompliſhed, he thinks himſelf in the 
right to marry. again; but the pope oppoſes him, and re- 


| 8 large ſum to be employed in the holy war: Lewis 


ubmits to this ridiculous extortion. The reſt of his reign 


Was almoſt ſpent. in internal diſputes, occaſioned by the mar- 
riage of Margaret, his daughter, to Henry, eldeſt ſon of 


Henry, king of England, a marriage of which we ſhall take 


but too much notice hereafter, 


7 4 
* - 


I cannot forbear ſome farther mention about the popes and 


their inſolent raſnneſs; they ſignalized themſelves during the 


long reign of Lewis, which laſted near 5o years. 
him. Two faQtions deſolated Italy, the Guelphs and Gibe- 


lines : pope Adrian, irritated, againſt the emperor, was pre- 
paring to ſmite him with his pontifical thunders, but death 
fruſtrated his deſign. A faction of the emperor's party chuſes 
Victor to be his e the oppoſite party choſe Alexan- 
der, his inveterate enemy. Amidſt his ſucceſſes, the ſon 
of Frederic is taken 5 the Venetians, who were 


for Alexander; the pope dictates the conditions of peace, 


which were: That the emperor. ſhould beg his pardon and:abſo- 
ution on his knees, and conduct his army. perſonally into Aſia. 


The proud Barbaroſſa repairs to Venice, falls on his knees 

_ hefore the inſolent Alexander, implores his forgiveneſs, and 

the pontiff puts his foot upon his head, and cauſes his clergy 

to exclaim; Super aſpicem et baſilicum ambulabis. This in- 
7 ae dE * 5 3 885 


ſoking 
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At laſt Lewis cauſes his ſon Philip to be crowned and dies 
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ſuhting ſpectacle was exhibited in 1171, before the ambaſ- 
ſadors of moſt European kings and princes. Barbaroſſa de> 


ſetyed it, becauſe he ſubmitted. 


the year following, We ſhall fee if he be worthy the fur- 
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THIS auguſt monarch commences his reign by an act of 


name of Auguſtus. | 
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Dirtyrſeventb King. 5 
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injuſtice ; he drives the. Jews from all his territories, 


The expulſive edi& purports, for contumacious ſuperſtition and 


exceſſive uſurionſneſs, - What can be that ſuperſtition ? Is ig 


becauſe they adored the ſame God as Moſes? Is it becauſe 
they could not recognize the Meſſiah by the tokens which 
were to precede him? They were taught that the Meftah 
would make them triumph over all nations; but Jeſus We 


without having fulfilled their expectations; they are dragge 


into bondage, diſperſed without cities; without altars, the 
outcaſt of nations! Then certainly, without being a Jew, ot 
of any other legt, their errors ſeem to deſerye ſome in- 


A me ES To pare on 

f The are. expatriated for exceſſive uſuriouſneſs; but what 
could they do to ſubſiſt, being unable to purchaſe lands, un- 
able to ſerve any body, becauſe nobody would employ them? 


they were therefore reduced to ſtarve, or to deal in their 


uſury is but a word without meaning. A man bas a right 


to make the beſt of his money, If there were too many 


dealers in caſh, its value, its intereſt would fall; admit 4 


concurrentneſs in every thing; and be perſuaded that an 


exceſſive price cannot be the conſequence of this corollary 


of the principle of freedom. 


reſtore them to their worſhip, to their altars, conſider them 


as your brothers, ſuffer them to, plough and fertilize a field, 
and you will ſoon ſee them what you are; reſtore them the 
rights of citizens without reſtriction, aud you will ſee them 
citizens. I find nothing in this edit that might entitle - 
Philip to the ſurname of Auguſtus, but rather to that of an 


imprudent, impolitical; immoral King. To many of th 


poor deyils' he ſold the right of returning to France, "and 
When he had pocketted their money, he baniſhed them * 
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Their crime, if it be one, was the exime of adminiſtration; 
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. Is it religion or the thirſt of gold that muſt haye actuate 
FTC 
| name of Auguſtus. He iſſued alſo proclamations. againſt 
Teesrers, blaſphemers, &c. What a pity ! This proves how 
far this abſurd tyrant diſgraced reaſon.” He condemned i 
1181 the nobles of his kingdom, who ſhould utter ho ods 
tetebleu, ventrebleu, corbleu, ſangbleu,* to pay a fine, and the 
commons to be drowned. The firſt part of this mandate is 
abſurd, the ſecond is abominable. It was with blaſphemies, 
as with crimes of Jeze-maje/ty; when the kings oppreſſed the 
nation, every thing was crime of /eze-maje/ty; to chide an 
exciſe-man for his infolence was offending the majeſty of the 
Throne; when the prieſts were a formidable order of the ſtate, 
3nd tyranized over it in the name of God, an irinocent re- 
partee made to a ſmutty monk, an unguarded expreſſion in a 
moment of minth, were derne blaſphemies, What I have 
Taid in this book is enough to have myſelf roaſted on a ftake 
f green wood, at Liſbon, Madrid, or Goa. Different 


. 
” 


E „ 1 * . : 
countries, different manners. 


- Philip Auguſtus, does not ſeem to have been much debo- 


pair in his family; he put from him two of his wives; but 
_ the pope having interdicted him and his kingdom, he reſolyed 
to take again Yſamberga, fiſter of the king of Denmark; 

| having ſcandalized himſelf ſo much as to Baye that cauſe 
pleaded in public by counſellors, having been overpowered by 

hy arguments and eloquence of the counſel who pleaded his 

3 vife's cauſe, who. e dee him, made him change colour 

Jeyeral times, and convinced him and the whole audience 
of the injuries he had done to his ſpouſe ; he mounts his 

iorſe, and ſpeeds to take her out of the priſons of Vicennes, 

drhers he-kopt her comme... Lon ITE ng 
1 alſo one of thoſe kings who was hurried away by 
the cruel extravagance of hole dae ages. Upon the re- 
movſtrances of the ſame pope who excommunicated bim, he 
Felolfes with Richard I. king of England, his brother-in-law, 

to go to Aſia, and aſſiſt in the conqueſt of the Holy Land, 
The Chriſtians who were there ſtill had been reduced to the 

greateſt extremities; diſputes aroſe among their leaders. Sa- 
adine headed the Mahometan forces; he was brave, generous, | 
and yanguiſhed at laſt thoſe unworthy Chriſtians who de- 

voured each other. He ſpared. the priſoners, treated them 
with humanity, and ſet them an example of a virtue, which 

i 8 they ſee < | to be ſir angers to. 8 The murders, poiſons, + 
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ſwords of the Chriſtians ſerved him againſt them; this ee 


condition of the affaire in the Eaſt when Philip 


reſolve upon paſſing thith een. 

Philip fummons the States, and demands their advice; 
they demonſtrate the folly, the danger of the undertaking; 
they tell him that the wealth and blood of the nation would 
be ſquandered away upon à country which: ſeemed nat to 
de deſigned for them; that vaſt armies had already gone over, 


nd not one man returned; that they all had periſhed; that 
it would be in vain to complete. thoſe, armies by ſending 
freſh troops from Europe; that Aſia was an abyſs which 

could ſwallow them all, &. -&c. Theſe were excellent 


reaſons, but Philip did not mind them; he overburdens the 
reaſon and eternal juſtice will ever abhor. r. 
le ſets out with Richard, king of England, attended by 

dukes, earls, counts, marquiſſes, barons, lords, and the flower 
of the youth of both kingdoms. Philip and Richard ſwear 


each other fraternal friendſhip. After many difficulties they 


croſs the Mediterranean, and reach at laſt Syria. Having 
loſt a world of men at the ſiege of Aſcalon, the plague ſeizes 
their armies; they all wiſh to return, and Philip obtains 

leave firſt of all. Richard was afraid leſt he ſhould invade 


his dominions. Philip ſwears never to undertake any thing 
againſt him, eſpecially during his abſence: we fhall ſee ho w- 


be obſerved his oath. Philip lands in France; he has no 
ſooner put his foot on ſhore than he breaks his oath, and the 
more ſhamefully, as he wanted to conceal his perfidy under 


a maſk ; he ſecretly joins -bimſelf to John, Richard's own 
15 by ſtratagem, and all the towns of 


brother, takes G 


Is this abominable conduẽt worthy of Dien Donn?, * as 
they called him, or ought he to be branded with the epi- 


thets of unjuſt and perjurious? By this treachery he made 
Richard loſe in one hour all he had wreſted from Saladine 
with ſo much valour and blood; for he no ſooner heard of 


Philip's perfidy, than he demands a truce of five years of Sa- 


ladine, and obtains it only at the expence of all his con- 
- queſts; he then returns to Europe, where freſh misfortunes 


awaited him. On his paſſage through Vienna he is taken 


Priſoner, and detained twenty-two months, by the emperor; 


who obliges him to pay a ranſom. of one hundred thouſand 


marks of ſilver, He returns to England, is reconciled to his 


brother - John, and unites himſelf with ſeveral lords diſcon- 
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kingdom with taxes, that he might undertake a war which | 
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it religion or the thirſt of gald that muſt haye 3 
n? One is ſhocked to ſee 31 begin thus, to bear the 
name of Auguſtus. He iſſued alſo Proclamatiqns againſt 
N blaſphemers, &c. What a pity ! This proves how 
this abſurd tyrant diſgraced, reaſon. He condemned in 
1181 the nobles of his kingdom, who ſhould utter the words 
rctebleu, ventrebleu, corbleu, ſangbleu,* to pay a fine, and the 
commons to be drowned. The firſt part of this mandate is 
abſurd, the ſecond is abominable. ' 25 was with blaſphemies, 
as with crimes of leze-maje ety; Ws ws the kings oppreſſed the 
nation, every thing was crime of leze-majeſty ; to chide an 
_ exciſe-man for his infolence was offending the majeſty of the 
throne ; when the prieſts were a formidable order of the ſtate, 
and tyranized over it in the name of God, an innocent re- 
partee made to a ſmutty monk, an unguarded expreſſion in a 
moment of mirth, were Jeet blaſphemies. What I have 
Faid i in this book is enough to have myſelf roaſted on a ftake 
f green wood, at Liſbon, Madrid, or Goa. Different | 
Countries, different manners. | 
Philip Auguſtus, does not ſeem to. have been 3 82 debo- 
bees in his family.; he put from him two of his wives; but 
e p. pe hav ating Tote: him and his kingdom, he reſolved 
to take a ſamberga, ſiſter of the king of Denmark; 
| havin ing { fan lized hi imſelf ſo much as to have that gr 
pleaded in public by counſellors, having been overpowered by 
es arguments and eloquence of the counſel who pleaded his 
| wife's cauſe, who confounded him, made him change colour 
Teveral times, and convinced him and the whole audience 
1 the injuries he had done to his ſpouſe ; he mounts his 
jorſe, and ſpeeds to take her out of the priſons of W 
Where he kept her co ed. 
| Filip, is alſo one of Gon k Who was hurried. away by 
| the 58 extrava ance of thole Bange ages. Upon the re- 
= ſtrances of the ſame pope who excommunicated him, he 
e 


yes ER bard], king of England, his brother-in-law, 
80 to Aſia, and aſſiſt in the conqueſt of the Holy Land, 
| The Chriſtians who were there ſtill had been faire] to; the 
greateſt extremities ; diſputes 1 5 among their leaders. Sar 
| adine headed the M ometan for ces ; he was brave, generous, 
| and vanquiſhed at laſt thoſe unworthy Chriſtians who de- 
Youred each other. He ſpared the priſoners, treated them | 
With human ty, and ſet them an example of a virtue, which 
br WIG: to be ee to. N ent Wine 
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ſwords of the Chriſtians ſerved him. againſt them; this was.the 
condition of the affairs in the Eaſt when Philip and Richard 


* 


reſo ve upon paſſin Khit he. 1 e t . 

3 Philip fummons "the States, and demands their advice; 
they demonſtrate the folly, the danger of the undertaking ; 
they tell him that the wealth and blood of: the, nation would 
| be: ſquandered away upon a country which ſeemed not to 
be deſigned for them; that vaſt armies had already gone over, 


and not one man returned; that they all had perithed ; that 
it would be in vain to complete. thoſe, armies by ſending 
freſh troops from Europe; that Aſia was an abyſs which 
could ſwallow them all, &c. &. Theſe were excellent 


reaſons, but Philip did not mind them; he overburdens the 


4 N * 


eaſon and eternal juſtice will ever abo. 
ee ſets out with Richard, king of England, attended by 


kingdom with taxes, that he might undertake a war which 
rea „ 


dukes, earls, counts, marquiſſes, barons, lords, and the flower 
of the youth of both kingdoms. Philip and Richard ſwear 


each other fraternal friendſhip. After many difficulties they 


croſs the Mediterranean, and reach at laſt Syria. Having 


loſt a world of men at the ſiege of Aſcalon, the plague ſeizes 
their armies ; they all wiſh to return, and Philip obtains 
leave firſt of all. Richard was afraid left he ſhould invade 


his dominions. Philip ſwears never to undertake _ thing 
ce how 


againſt him, eſpecially during bis abſence: we fhall 
he obſerved his oath. Philip lands in France; he has no 
ſooner put his foot on ſhore than he breaks his oath, and the 
more ſhamefully, as he wanted to conceal his perfidy under 
a maſk; he ſecretly joins bimſelf to John, Richard's own 
brother, inks (4G 
Is this. abominable conduct worthy of Dien Dom, as 


2 they called him, or ought he to be branded with the epi- 


thets of unjuſt and perjurious? By this treachery he made 


Richard loſe in one hour all he had wreſted from Saladine 


with ſo much valour and blood; for he no ſooner heard of 
Philip's perfidy, than he demands a truce of five years of Sa- 


ladine, and obtains it only at the expence of all his con- 
- queſts; he then returns to Europe, where freſh misfortunes 
awaited him. On his paſſage through Vienna he is taken 


priſoner, and detained twenty-two months, by the emperor, 
who obliges him to pay a ranſom of one hundred thouſand 
marks of ſilver. He returns to England, is reconciled to his 


brother John, and unites himſelf with ſeveral lords diſcon- 
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y rented with. Philip. © They all determine to lay waſte the 
towns and fields of France; Philip makes repfiſals, and a 
load of misfortunes is accumulated on the head of the nation. 
Theſe are the deeds of Philip, e ade him gain the title 
of Auguſtus. 
Richard dies, Joh ds atknowledged viag of Eug land, and 
wakes peace with Philip, returning all his brother had taken 
from him; yet Philip keeps up a clandeſtine correſpondence 
with Arthur, John's nephew, againſt the rights of the for- 
mer; he becomes the cauſe of a murder. John makes Ar- 
thur his priſoner and puts him to death. Let us proceed to 
that chaos ef intrigues, baſeneſs, and 3 aſter the battle 
of Bovine, ſo fatal to the imperial John, who had re- 
tired to England to fee the blow naſe; ſeeing his allics 
ruined, and Philip victorious, recollects himſelf : he is ſen- 
Able that the tempeſt will burſt- out in his kingdom; what 
does he do? He has recourſe to Innocent IV. ſends deputies | 
to him, and informs him that, F be will pardon (he had been 
excommunicated for the murder of his nephew Arthur) and 
Protect him againſt the king of France, he will pledge him the łing- 
dom of England, and his demeſnes in Ireland, and 7 hold them from 
him and his ſucceſſors as a vaſſal, and as a mark HF his gratitude, = 
pay him yearly the tribute of one yo cr marks of filver. His 
deputies are well received; and it rom in the ſame Jour | 
as the battle of Bovine, viz. 1215. | 
The pope's legate comes to Frans," enn not to 
moleſt John, king of England, and ſummons Philip to redreſs 
the grievances of the prieſts by delivering to them all he 
- Had gained in the war, threatening at the ſame time to ex- 
communicate him, unleſs he ſhould comply immediately 
with his demands; Philip ſubmits, John had ſhamefully 
oppreſſed the Engliſh that he might pay the pope; he is 
called upon to do them juſtice ; he refuſes, they depoſe him, 
and call Philip, who would not accept of the erown himſelf, 
becauſe he feared the pope 3 he ſends his ſon Lewis, and as”. 
ways eludes the promi ſes he had made. It was ſurely acting 
moſt inimically againſt John, to ſend his ſon to deprive him 
of the crown ; but the latter was ces 10 viceny to France 
without ſucceſs. 
Italy was always divided by the pirit of party. | The 
Guelph took the pope's, and the Gibelines the emperor's part. 
The popes were now entirely abfolute ; they founded at 
this interval fourteen new orders of monks. The Corde- 
liers, Jacobites, and Auguſtines, or at leaſt confirmed thoſe , 
orders by their bulls. Before we terminate the reign of 
N we ſhall * by way of rent the ex-- 
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order againſt the Albigenſes. They will render his memory 


completely deteſtable; the only crime of theſe Albigenſes - 
was, their having reproached the great, eſpecially the clergy, 


with the ſhameful, vices they ſullied themſelves with. | 
Raymond, count of Thoulouſe, was the principal chief of 
the party, provoked by the barbarities exerciſed in the king's 
name, by the baſe Simon de Montfort. But the unhappy 
count was not the only ; the.counts de Foix, de Comminges, 
Gaſton'de Foix, Roger de Comminges, and Alphonſus, king 
of Arragon, had joined him. Thoulouſe, Carcaſſone, Alby, 
Caſtelnaudary, Narbonne, Beziers, St. Gilles, Arles, and 


Avignon were ſacked. The people, tired of thoſe exceſſes 


and public ſcandals of the prieſts, rebelled and deſpiſed 


thoſe deſpicable men. Whoſoever is deſpiſed loſes his au- 


thority. They loſt every conſideration for that people 
whom they had governed with an iron rod. They had re- 
cCourſe to Innocent IV. He excommunicates count Ray- 


mond, and ſummons Philip to arm againſt Raymond and 
His people, as heretics and ſworn enemies to God and the 


hunk; / ee 4:563k 
A numerous aflembly of prieſts is held. at Paris, in the 


name of the legate and the king. Another cruſade is re- 


ſolved upon, but not againſt infidels. The archbiſhops of 


Thoulouſe, Rouen, Sens, the biſhops of Liſieux, Bayeux, 


Chartres, Comminges, Couſerans, Lodeve, Beziers, and a 


great number of prieſts, take up the croſs. Simon de Mont- 
fort was made their chief, or executioner of the vaſt number 


of unfortunate. who were ſacrifices. He enters Languedoc 
at the head of an army of armed ruffians.“ The firſt cit: 
they took was Beziers; it was plundered, razed, diſpeopl: 
and burnt: whole ſtreams of blood did run in the ſtreets. 
The number of perſpns of both ſexes and all ages who pe- 
riſhed exceeded ſixty thouſand. Carcaſſonne, Caſtelnaudary, 
Alby, Lavaur, and Moiffac ſhared nearly the ſame fate: the 
abominable St. Dominique accompanied that army of repro- 


bates with a great number of prieſts. 

Philip his brother-in-law, and got no redreſs: finally, he 
takes up arms in defence of his country, but withaut ſucceſs : 
after he had loſt one battle, Thoulouſe is taken by the ſa- 
vage Montfort, razed and burnt in the name of the pope 


and Philip. Above twenty thouſand of the inhabitants were 


9 Alvigenſes were no other than the people of the province of 
Languedoc, and received that name from the biſhopric of Alby. :. 


maſ. 


"£2 Wo 
ceſſes, horrors, indignities, and murders committed by his 


The count of Thoulouſe complains of theſe cruelties to 
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maſſacred, Raymond aftet ſo many diſaſters retires to 
Spain. The end of won borrible ee took 1 8 in ww. 
Wag on een N | | | = 
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| L EWIS. had no other virtues, no other talents than his 
mean treachery. to his uncle, the unfortunate Raymond, 
count of Thoulouſe, whom he ſtript completely; 2 pro- | 
vailed on him to go to Rome to debaſe himfelf at the feet. 
of the pape, to ſbmit himſelf to the moſt i ignominious diſ- 
| rn to be 3 by way of penitence for having been 
baſely depri ved of his on territories, for having ſeen his 
Innocent ſubjects butehered by order of this tyrannical prieſt. 
He comes to an accominodation with Amaury, ſon to the 
count. of Montford, who had been killed, with reſpect to 
the grant of Raymond's ſpoil made to the latter by the 
Misfortune had rendered Raymond ſo weak minded, that he 
actually went to Rome, ſubmits to the correction, and leaves 
his territories to the mercy of Lewis, who nur ng by iſſuing 
the moſt dreadful edits againſt the Albigenſes, and treats | 
them as enemies of God, as heretics and rebels, ruins aud 
overpowers all he finds in his way, all who doubt his autho- 
rity and the pope's power, wh which he eftabliſhes throughout 
edoc, Provence, the country of Venaiſſin, Avignon, 
&c. The wretched inhabitants, forced to bend beneath a 
double yoke, were reduced to deſpair. They groaned both 
in bondage and tyranny. ' We ſhall ſee them ribs in the ſuc- 
ceeding reigns, This ſhows ſufficiently that Lewis's cha- 
racter was without greatneſs and generoſity; that by an in- 
famous mancœuvre he ruined entirely the unfortunate Ray- 
mond, and that his reign, which laf bur 585 e . 9 
| wholly ſpent in unjuſt 5 ITE" | 
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LEWIS IX. Eau ED ST. ILE WI — 2 
Mirt)-ninth X. Inge 77 


AN biorian ſhould only ſpeak from facts. Froth W 
he either condemns, or abſolves; facts ſhall guide our 
judgement with reſpect to Lewis IX. We ſhall. examine 


| him as a ms as a king, and as a perſon who hal Abe . 
| | OL 


©. * 
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ok apotheoſis,, His celeſtial crown ſhall not dazale us more 


than that he wore on earth, 
H commenced his reign, anno 1227. 


I I ſhall forbear mentioning the minority of Lewis, which 


only preſents ſeveral manceuyres of the great, which Blanche, 
vubo governed the State, was clever enough to defeat. That 
Blanche may, by the bye, be conſidered as a woman of a 
ſour and imperious temper; but it is Lewis IX. Lam ſpeak - 


ing of. 


- He began to govern his houſe, as a prior does his con- 5 
vent. He read the Bible every day, knew 28 paſſages of 
everal others 


1 and delighted in quoting them, with ſeve 
he had learnt in the writings of St. Bernard; he built and 


rebuilt a great number of churches, and iſſued dreadful edicts 


againſt ſwearers and hlaſphemers. 


To read the Bible and St. Bernard was certainly very edi. | 


fying, and may have been a good thing in thoſe times; but 


in our times a king who would: have no other capacities, 


would make a very poor figure indeed. To build m. 


churches, to enrich them with valuable preſents, to-inveigh: 


againſt heretics, ſwearers, and blaſphemers, is very proper to 
obtaim the praiſes of the clergy, even to be:canonized; but 
all this will not in the leaſt advance the proſperity of human 


kinds All this excites pity in our days; and forces ſighs: 


from the breaſt of every ſenſible man, who ſees the nation 
entruſted to ſuch creatures. It excites our indignation if we 
ſee mandates directing heretics to be perſecuted; dooming to 


the flames, without mercy, every man whoſe opinions are 
different or ſelect, r _ who ſees things in a different 


light than his prince. What a pride! To require twenty- 
five millions of thoughts, of ways of ſeeing things, to be ex- 
actly like the way of thinking or ſeeing of one ſingle indi- 
vidual! Barbarous fool! does it pins on me to think as 
thou doeſt? Well mayeſt thou make an hypocrite of a ſen- 
ſible man, but it will never be in thy power to command his 
thoughts. The want of expreſſing: them is-a moral want, 
as hunger is phyſical, The force of the ſoul derives. its 
energy from action only, and ſo it is with the body; I am 

born with — walking, it developes itſelf, and in- 
creaſes by- dint of practice; but if thou force me to remain 


always a fitting, what will become of that faculty? It will 


be a mere nothing. | 


This is ſufficient: to touch upon this part of tlie reign of 


Lewis IX. Alas! too many are the opportunities we ſhall 


5 


nd hereafter to anunadyert to the tyranny of the mind A _ : 
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hall ſee public places, and fields of battle Areaming with 
blood, all For the ſake of thoughts. | 
The popes have always exhibited to Europe the as ale 
ſpectacle of diviſions, of wars with the emperors; and when 
their baſe ſchemes, their treacheries, bulls; and excommu- 
nications, were baffled" by a powerful enemy, they had re- 
courſe to the kings of France, who by cuſtom, by a deplo- 
rable policy, devoted themſelves. always to the ſervice of 
thoſe abſurd tyrants, oppreſſors of nations, and ſovereigns. 
The horrors committed in the pontificates of Innocent III. 


Honorius, Celeſtin, Innocent IV. and Gregory IX. their 


retakes all that had been ſeized by ſeveral 


| perfidiouſneſs and cruekties; n an, popes with rpms Un 
| Frederic U. ande the eniperde Otho; be was a wilt and: 
generous prince, had given Innocent III. the county of Fon- 
dy in the kingdom of Naples, that he might be proclaimed 
emperor at Rome; this pope dies and Honorius ſucceeds him. 
He ſeizes a part of Tuſcany, with an intention to deprive 
Frederic, who is informed of his treachery, invades Italy, 
| 3 under che 
A protection of the pope, and puniſhes the rebels. 5 
Honorius ſeeing he had found his match, has satte to 
his uſual means, excommunications, ſtratagems, and the 
ſuccours of Lewis. Frederic had made an alliance with 
Lewis VIII. with the pope himſelf, as he hoped he could 
truſt in him. This Honorius offers Charles d Anjou, count 
of Provence, and brother of Lewis, the kingdoms of Na- 
ples and Sicily, if he would aſſiſt him againſt Frederic. 
Charles, without heſitation, accepts his offer, and Lewis 


approves of it and gives him ſuccour. We ſhall ſee this 


Charles of Anjou, kin ag of Sicily, confummate his uſurpa- 
tion with the murder o Conradin, legal heir to the throne, ” 
which his aſſaſſin will aſcend. | 
Honorius dies, Gregory IX. ſeroeode him; after his de- 
miſe, Celeſtin mounts the pontifical chair, and leaves it to 
Innocent IV. who, during Gregory's life-time, was a Gibe- 
line, but being elected pope after his death, he turned 
Guelph, and became as great an enemy to the emperor as he 
had once been his friend. As ſoon as he was made pope, he 
ſent xuncios to Lewis IX. to exhort him to come to his aſſiſ- 
tance; his exhortation had the deſired effect. He came to 
France, was well received, and an agreement made between 
Lewis and him; he convenes a council at Lyons, ſummons 
Frederic, and grants him ſo little time to , that he 
could not comply with the ſummons, Oe IE Fe 5 
; e is 
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| + This treacherous trick ſhows only thrte actors united to- 
gether to rob the unhappy Frederic; who does not perceive 
that the whole is a contrivance of the pope, Charles of An- 
jou, and Lewis? It has been in vain for baſe hiſtorians, 
compelled by the force of truth, to excuſe them. It is not 
leſs certain, that the misfortunes of Frederic and all his fa- 
mily were the conſequence of the iniquitous compact made 
between thoſe three ſpoliators, thoſe three oppreſſors of the 
imperial power. Well! what could occaſion the ruin of a 
prince learned for his age, wiſe, moderate, and virtuous? 
. The pope's deſire of getting into his poſſeſſion a part of his 
demeſnes in Italy; the ambition of Charles of Anjou, who. 
would invade the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily; and the 
 ernet wenne of Een... wn Þ, 
- After many diſtaſters Frederic dies in deſpair; he leaves 
Conrad his ſon as his ſucceſſor; who is poiſoned by Main- 
froy. Conradin his ſon, trained in the ſchool of adverſity 
from his infancy, undertakes the recovery of his dominions 
uſurped by Charles of Anjou; he had not yet attained his 
eighteenth year; ſo young, ſo courageous, he deſerved a 
beten,, a roger Woe 7. 
He revives the energy of the Gibelines in all the towns of 


Italy, raiſes an army and goes to attack Charles before No- | 1 
Cera, then beſieged; Charles lays an ambuſcade, defeats his - 
army, and makes him priſoner with Frederic of Auſtria, | he 

, - Henry of Caſtile, and a great number of nobility who had il 
riſked-:tortake his ar. rd ER. i 
Charles of Anjou, brother of St. Lewis, by the moſt daf- Ul 

_ tardly cruelty, by an atrociouſneſs that .muſt ſhock all ages, 
orders him to be executed on a ſcaffold, with his couſin the j 


duke of Auſtria, - and twelve of the principal lords of his 
army; and by a horrid indignity reſerves Henry, ſon of the 
king of Caſtile, to be ſhown and carried through the towns 
of Italy in an iron cage. What! St. Lewis had ſo baſe a | þ 
brother, and not only leaves him undiſturbed, , but even RR 
ſerves him in his enterpriſes! He ſerves that brother, that 5 
premeditated aſſaſſin, and Clement IV. ſo worthy of follow- ; 
ing him to the ſcaffold, and of leaving his head there with ll 
the treacherous Charles; and ſhall I believe that ſuch a man =. 
is in the manſion of eternal peace in reward of his approba- 
tion, at leaſt tacit and criminal ! Nay, nay, God never re- 
wards ſuch deeds with bleſſing. In vain has Boniface VII. 
that corrupt prieſt, canonized him; everlaſting. truth belies , 
Gregory, and riſes againſt his apotheoſis. VV 
II This odious vengeance, this ſhameful deed, will coſt the 
French very dear on the. Sicilian veſpers. 9 
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Thus did Lewis IX. conduct himſelf before he went into 
Afia, where the extravagance'of thoſe dreadful and tenebroſe 
ages will call him. This is part of the” life of Lewis IX.; 
we ſhall follow him to Aſia and Africa. The bad ſucceſs of 
the Chriſtians in the three parts of the globe wWas owing to 
their inteſtine quarrels, their factions not unlike civil wars, 
and their abominable diſſentions. The ſacrileges of the 
popes, poiſons, and ſteel, cemented their endleſs diſputes 

The popes Innocent III. Honorius, and Gregory, had al- 
ways, one after another, exhorted him to that voyage: he 
falls fiek, and, in an acceſs of fever; dreams · that Jeſus chides 
him for his indifference to the Chriſtians; he ſwears, if he 
reſtores him to health, to arm in their defence; he recovers, 
and doubts not but his health has only been reſtored, to ena- 
ble him to perform his vow.- He takes up the croſs, with 
Queen Margaret his wife, and many noblemen from the dif-' 
ferent provinces of France. He embarks at Marſeilles, at: 
tended by his · ſubjects and treaſures. Unfortunate French⸗ 
men ! whither did his delirious brain conduct you? He had 
hardly reached Cyprus, when the plague carries off one-third ' 

of his army, Our veracious hiſtorians ſay, that the chief of 
the infidels, much moved by the reputation and holineſs of 
our Lewis, ſent him ambaſſadors to inform him of his deſire 
of embracing the Chriſtian faith, but that he became averſe 
to his reſolution by the bad report made to him'reſpeQing the 
conduct of the Chriſtians enough, indeed, to have deterred+ _ 
him from his deſign! But that the General of Muſſulmenn. 
who abhor Chriſtianity, ſnould upon the fimple fame of his 
virtues, have intimated to Lewis ſuch a deſire, is a report, 
the abſurdity of which makes one laugh, and excites pit. 

Be as it will, Lewis arrives in the Mahometan territories” 
He beſieges and takes Damietta *'but thoſe advantages wil! 
be of no long duration. His army, attacked from all ſides © 
dy freſh and vigorous enemies, is weakened, reduced by con- 

tagious diſorders, and ſtill more by the ſword of the Muſſul- 
men. At laſt, Melexala, ſon of ſultan Meledin, Who was 
Juſt dead, profiting by the extremity to Which he ſaw the 
Chriſtian army reduced, falls upon it, defeats it, and takes 
. the king, his brothers, and all the principal captains, pri- 
ſoners: it was required to fix the price of the king's ranfom,” 
which was eight thouſand pounds of gold, coined at Paris, 
and brought to Damietta. This ſum, as exhorbitant for 
thoſe times as it would be now, impoveriſhed the nation, 
ole victim of the cruei and whimſical folly of that enter- 
prize. Some hiſtorians maintain, that Lewis, unable to pay 
the whole ſum immediately, pledged. a hoſt and cibory with - 
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red. things into. the hands of Turks. 
Lewis bought relies, that he might not return; with empty 


hands: : bones in powder, bits of ſacred wood, were the prize 


of the gold and blood of the French. He e ee for 


France five years after his departure. Is it this firſt voyage, 


in which the wealth ef the people was ſpent, and their blood 
ſhed without cauſe ? Is it this firſt yo age that made Lewis a 


faint? Reaſon, I 5 4 can ſee nothing more in it than a 
cruel, wretched, and Fan delirium. It was the crime of 
u 


after all, a crime is a crime. Reas 


thoſe deplorable ages; 


ſon finds Lewis but a —_ extravagant, and cruel king. - 
- He:finally arrives in France. His firſt care is: to renew his 


cet againſt heretics, ſwearers, and: blaſphemers. Does he 


think thus to. — amends for the blood of the French, „ ſpilt 


in an expedition accurſed by heaven ? Who is the midatas 
that: would harbour ſuch- 4. thought at preſent? Thank: is 


none tio! | SEL ITE 9 EE mY 1 ELD 1 1115 
„Hesl 


her legal marriage with Guy de Dampierre. Who is, then,thit 
Lewis X — canonized king? If I examine his private cha 
racter; if I conſider his public conduct in Europe and Aſia, 


Lins, ei him that will N the W n of 
Jealang. 1 2 i 
Who would 4 that JK the: in facceſ of his: firſt | 
voyage he ſhould take it into his head to try another? Well, 
this: malady, this folly, this rage ſeized him again twenty- 
four years after. He fails with his fleet to Africa, lays fiege 


to Carthage, and takes it, though not till after a long and 
terrible reſiſtance, and the loſs of a great number of his beſt 
ſoldiers: He; was preparing to beſiege Tunis, when the 
plague deſolated his camp, attacked himſelf, and terminated. 
a life, which may well he faid to have been ſpeotin the tuin 


af the French. 
Praiſe him ho "7 1 1 no . to be Re i” of: 


having expoſed the eulogiums beſtowed on him b by fanaticiſm 


and baſeneſs. I call him one of thoſe kings mo obnoxious/ 


to France, by the mad: projects of his ſhallow and fanatic un- 
doxſtanding. Let no one ſay, he paid dear enough for them 


to be excuſed, What! ſhould his deſerved misfortunes, 


7 Could his life ſuffice to-abſolve him from the blood and tears 


Went by kjs e ! ſhould - pans misfortune expiate 2 


$64] Tz 
- 


the Mabometans. Lam much in doubt whether they would 
P ſych a. pledge as à ſecurity for eight thouſand pounds. 
of go Id, exen admitting 33 to have been no profane action in 
our ſaint, to truſt ſuch 


| ates by his authotity two baſtards, whom Mags: 
garet of Flanders bad: had: by a prieſt, and makes them. ſhare: 
his ſuoceſſion with three other children, the offspring of 


ENTS 


wn 
! 
4 
f q 
U 
' 
i 
4 
. 
i 
Cl 


G 

. e 
1 

| 


6 85 | its: cnIESGC of EY 


Usral⸗diſaſters ! cuir the death; of önerindividüal 88007977 
4 hundred thouſand: lives he ors 4hroWn way God forbi@# | 


ici ſhoutd E the time, the Hour is come,” When men, Kings; 
aal Haiuts ſtiull be zudged ; Wükn Tacks fall e Ahr 
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PHILIP. facceeded Lewis Bib father; He Was- proc laimed 
no king by dhe remaining pare of the army. His ofly. wiſh 


was to return to! France. Several fleets: Lor England and 


Sicily haviug revivrdi the courage of the French, ft to 
defpair; (he. profited by the alarm the freſſi 'tr00ps. had ſpread" 


- alnghgi(!:the. Muſſulmen, to propoſe and obtain Al truest 


Nuact heing roncluded, he ſails 8 And arrive ini 
Sir iy Mhererhe loſes his Wife lhſabella. He reaches Brande 


after having buried father, wit, uncle, aunt and couſin} he 


thaalls of 'a/ freſu marriage: the”! takes Mdry, daughter! of 


 Hrafy,iduke of Brabant: though hs had thats ſobs by: Kabels 


Bis firſt wife „Lewis His Hdefe for wes by: poiſond e ue. 


Nam wf. Brubarit Is. accuiſęd of having tact: Him toi ory 
| — Peter de da. Brorhe, her fav brite, and firſt it chamber 


lain Ao the king, who romfeſſes tochavei perpetraed tie: criſne 
By hen.ordets: he nis changed} leaving Mary charged with! 
the deed ; ſhe. ae it, and affirms upon oath not to be! 


guiltys in The king Wäfhes for A moré ample eclhireiſſemefit; 


aich for. ant af. commom and ſufficient proof, finds the R- 
pedient, by the advice uf the slerks and doctors, to ſend and 
conſũlt an old ſurcereſs q . biſhop and an abbè ſet out With! 
that meſſages! Tlie untch reßded in Holland; amd was a 


| ſobjtCcof theduke of Brabant, fat ler to the queen. 9 It muy 
berſuppaſed that, upon having conſulted her oracle, and in. 


wbkedievits and ſaints, ſne found the accuſatien:calummens 3 


bat thelſuſpicion remained in the Heart off the Frenth und- 
the king. From that period all domeſtic peace ceaſed bel 


tretnuthem.o" It requires no reflections with regardXo-that 


nganucs. of pudgang! onc' elf from Tome; to . at, 18 ma- 
king t-evidentcr: YI: 12 f 2 #3 14 iQ 5 2 1 "131.64 24 Las 4 2 * Der n X 


bis is thobeginning of Philips refgri;*the middle-and'che' 


were not leſs wretched> He eſpoufed the cauſe of 'his'bar- 
barnus: uncle, Eharles of Anjou, the baſe 'uſurper of Sicfly,” 


vchoſe crimes were puniſhed: by” the maſſucre of the: Sieilian! 
Velpery not as — bycavſe ———— 5:OR: . 


Leis f1 | he: 


| - KA HAHA we, Wes, ; 

th: Ha ny and at tlie fame hour Sethe riſes zagalnßt the 

French : both in towns And“ villa, es the French are maf- ; 

ſutrede Lot #ho-Tyrants Per gc, is the general cry; Chatles 

wens the /vidtimwattted In is Juſt and tolemin ſacrifice. He | 

and his countfymen oppreſſed the Sicilians, tormented and =. 
made, them ſulfer 4 thoulHhd indignities ;: their vengeance 
Was juſt and: :(etaods.” „Philip unites himſelf with his uncle, | 
totmalꝰ him recover Sicily he levies a formidable army; Is 
oldiers ut on the red fart, the mark of holy war agatrift | 
the excommunicated. Charles“ dies; pope Martin invef 

Carles, Philip's ſeeond Hon, with che kingdom - of. Sicily. 
Newiefforts ure made againft Peter! of Arragon, then! in pof- 
ſeſſion of that kingdom with the confent of the people: Put 
this n king dies of Frier irkſomeneſs, iwd, "and 
deſpairs: } . #75 

Every thing ſeenied: to Naiter®Philip with the poſlefioin -of 
Aragon and Sicily. The Plague anno s HIS camp, he fe- 
tires very fick/to- Perpignan, and here he 68. Pope Martin 
IVI who had ſupported that opprefſor with all his might, de- 

Parts life in the ſam@ month! All tRat appears clear in this 
chaos; is the total ruin of che French army, raiſed for the 
putpoſe of tyranny; and- of replacing Charſes gf Anjou offa 
tiforie he had uſurped by iniquity; There is nõt one ſingle 
event in the whole reign: of Pali IH. that might fhow 10 | 
in a more favorable light than his father. We ſee nothing ' 
tha might entitle Him: to the love of his people, and not | 
foſter ths hatred: which every free individual ought to [> 


Hifeft againſt x/ hereditary tyrkne e 
Is left by his conſort Iſabella, Charles a Philig IV. 
ſurnamed the Handfome, who ſucceeded him. DR n e, 
<0 A © Bop? i736 Bs Tf: + 4 10 3266 5-307: , 254.0 ; = . = f | 
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Z 5 is one of the moſt atrocious and diſhoneſt tyrants 
that e ter: difgraced: the throne. | After a quiet begin- 
ning, he brought immenſe evils and troubles upon "he 
kingdom. Flanders Guienne, and the pope, put ah in 
great and-.difficult dilemmas. 0 8. 
Guy, cbunt'df Flanders, is on the point of making 28 TY | 
liance with Edwardz king of England, who demanded his 
daughter for his onlz fon, tlie prince of Wales. Guy ac- 
cepts the propefal, and the marriage is on the eve of being 
celebrated. He was certainly free to give his daughter to 


the 


SE Ou ; fv. * : 
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NN ſon of nd, But matk the treacherous: Phithy 
afraid, leſt this marriage ſhould one day, enable him to aſſert 
Tis. right which he meant to uſurp, perſuades him to bring 
his Exughter to the court 1 France, before the ſhould go 
| over to ngland ; as ſhe bed Ke od-dayghter, he made him 
| Jae, kaſily believe that he elf would be glad to have 
The count of F packs without the ſmalleſt ſuſpicipn, 
pcs K her to Paris. Philip, violating the Jaws of conſi- 
dence and hoſpitality with reſpect to his relation, cauſes him 
to be ſeized and thrown. into priſen 3 3 his daughter: ares his 
She is informed, i in the King's name, that her father 
being his dae he will not at any rate ſuffer him to _ 
Hi W770 without his conſent. 4417 $4 
t an abſurd tyrant, that wants to rule the will of a 
Racker, and the heart and inclination of a daughter ! The young 
-ady. was quite diſconſolate; {but her tears could. neither 
zouch bim, por obtain her liberty, till, after a few years 
in helpleſs deſpair, ſhe died in her chains. Did not 
Phi To 1 6x [that all ſovergigns ſhould j join againſt him to 
ave „e Uberty, beauty, innecence, and in juxed 
vout ? Nay, Princes will not, look 19. any thing but their 
he e e the 7 is never in their FR 


- - 


FIT no longer where to ſeek «el. He had In; i releaſes 


| amor robes can commit "ck ba and thus contemn | — 
 facred rights of nations. Fes 

The irritated Fleming ainſt- 8 5 n him 
| pay very dear for the — . — f the right of nations. A 

weaver, a butcher, are the tribunes who lead them to re- 
venge. The battle Courtray proves fatal to the French, 
aud of an army of forty thouſand men, ſcarcely three hun- 
Fred did eſeape; the prime of their nobility was flain: 
wb. thouſand, egg. + N th wg. W __ yOu 0 le» | 
in 2815 35 F 1 5 | 
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n che different wars of Flanders, fo unjuſtly undertaken; 
more than fogy hair: thon ſand. Frenchmen loſt their 
: lives. Faſt 
Ik we add to fo. many atevoities the baſeneſs of Gikfying 
the current monies of the kingdom, this manifeſt theft com- 
mitted: againſt the people; the cool barbarity of the puniſh- 
ment of the Templars, which was owing to his avarice but 
not to their crimes; he may LS be called a falſe coiner 
any a bloody executioner. 
have nothing to do with his diſputes with pope Boniface 
II. the univerſal right of nations is the object of my con- 
eern; , it is the blood of ſo. many thouſands of Frenchmen 
| ſhed by his order, that makes me abominate his memory. 
I his being the hiſtory of tyrants, I cannot help ſaying a 
few words with regard to the temerity and wicked attempts 
of that Boniface, Platine, ſecretary to the popes, ſpeaks 
thus of his morals : As he was prigſt and cardinal of St. Mar- 4 
tin on the Mounts, he was fo eager of the pontifical dignity, as ta 1 
neglect nothing in point of fraud and ambition that might. make 
bim obtain it; his arrogance, above all, was ſo great, that he de- | 
Jos every body but himſelf. 
s ſhall prove, as well 3s Platine, his pride, audacity, 
= crimes. He flattered hicalelf to reduce to as mi- 
ſerable a condition as Gregory IX. did the empire under Fre- _ 
deric II. Albert of Auſtria had juſt been elected emperor x | 
| Boniface proclaims and inveſts him with the kingdom of 5 
France, gives him the title and coats of grins, and writes to 
Philip as follows. 


; * * Box ac, Bi py Servant of the Sent of 6 
6 % PHILIP King of the French. 


e Fear God, and keep his commandnients. . | 
c We will have thee know that thou art our Lubiett 
ce as much in temporal as ſpiritual matters, and that thou 
* ſhalt not diſpoſe of either prebend or benefice, If thou. J 
_ © haſt any of either aforeſaid now vacant, thou ſhalt pre- J 
4 ſerve the emoluments ariſing therefrom to him that ſhall | 5 
& be appointed to have them; if thou haſt . diſpoſed of any 
te prebend or benefice, the collation ſhall be void; we re- 
cc yoke all that ſhall have been done, and look upon ſuch 
“e as will not give us credit for fo doing, as fooliſh and in- 
ce confiderate peop N 
Philip's anfwer is not leſs extravagant ; ; it begins chus : 
Let it be known unto thy great folly and peceant temer ity, that 
| pporal concerns, we have no other ſuperior than God alone, 


Ba In Philip, in what * doſt chou conſider 
F 3 the 


1 
x 
i 
| 
: 
' 
| 


in this reign. His brother Philip ſucceeds him. 


as THE: CRIMES OF. THE 


f 2 


che nation? Does its power make thy ſtrength, or art thou 
the ſtrength of the people? Is it the generality that protects 
the individual, or does the individual defend the generality ? 


Chuſe and-anfwer, but! thy anſwer is in thy! letter: thou 


haſt no other ſuperior, thou ſayeſt, than God alone: It is this | 
fatal notion, rooted in the head of thy equals, that made 
them tyrants, and the lethargy of the people has perpetuated 


it to our times. But after all, their lethargy has-vaniſhed, 


having laſted a thouſand years. They ſee no more in their 
king, than an eligible or revocable mandator; a man 955 
truſted v itl their powers, whoſe head is threatened with th 
ſword if he attempts to injure their rights and: liberties;: 
Every body knows that this Boniface died enraged at ha- 
ving received a box on the eariby Scarra, who had been ſent 
by Philip with Nogaret. This is the epitaph made for him. 


He tool the pontificate as @ fox, ruled as a lion, and died 


£6. as a, dog.” "If v1 


.. Philip the Handſome had three ſons, who, will ſucceed him 
one after another. The reign-of all thiee makes altogether. 


but thirteen years, and they all were cuckolds. But, ſays a 


patriotic writer, their famous cuckoldom made the people 
merry; and could not vedreſs the injuries the nation at lage 
Eier i 
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Forty. ſecond King. = 4 ev i Fa nt of 


"HIS king, unworthy. of, the throne, reigned; near a 
a twelvemonth.; 'inſolence,  obſtinacy, hypocriſy, ingra- 


titude, imprudence, and overbearing power, are the leading 


traits of his character. He ſhowed himſelf as covetous and 


as baſe as his father. Having attempted to invade Flanders 


with his army, to act againſt Robert, ſon of the unhappy. 


count of Flanders, he returned to Paris without ſucceſs, and 
' vented his choler againſt Enquerrand de Marigny, whom-he 


#. * 


cauſed to be hanged unjuſtly. This is all that is remarkable 
|; SDS. 2 5 8 , 9 
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has nothing that might engage the notice of poſterity, 5 
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unleſs ti extortiong and p unde rings“ e name: 
theſe, cauſed many revolts. Philip recalled the Jews, pers 
mitted themy to return upom paying! certain ums, which 
being 4 „be again droye: themzaut f all His tergitgrice, 
Is it a king, or a plunderer who ſtrips thoſe unhappy; menz 
who truſted in his virtues truly royal? There: 0 mae 
morable in his reign, except ,his-baſecoonteſcenſion td the 
will of, his miniſters, he togk- care to make his- ve he 
moxe onerous to his anfortunate ſubjects. 8 Charles IV: urg 
named the Fair, laſt king of this brauch of. the. Capets ill 
Vene him. 1rd ROSH 947 eG: aoot * 1 n 0d zac 
inn d t! 1 5 A1. t Kl: 5 2% 1K 115 
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TE was the firſt who permitted the 5 to take the tithes 
I af. the. churches of. Frange ; thisg agreement was Hude 
deren the pope and, him, that he might be able to-do him 
AS much. favour. in his turn. An ayaricious, unjuſt, tyrautf 
nic, and impalitical agreement, to- grant: tithes to a ſtran 
'T who. had. not the leaſt, title. 41 them z the ee 
ment of Philip, dach e 4 L ancy, diſgraces his memory; 
What! 0400 he, be aer the Wife of, Lewis 
Hutin, and lanche, Eo own poule, | owed. them complai- 
ſance and frailties, ought he to have W all the laws 
of. juſtice and bumanity?. Ought, he, by the moſt. atrocious 
cruelty, to have doomed them to endure:the moſt ſnocking 
torments? One ſhudders at. reading the execution of their 
ſentence. After having been ſhamefully mutilated with 
15 uſher, of the chamber of fthg queen of N 2 they were 
15 5 alive. . Ah! a. tranſitory moment of pl. leaſure, a Weak 
ſo, pardonable, deſeryes mot that a perſon an, als WF 
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: "The ridiculous and falſe Salzqur Law, or the exctufive right 
of the males to inherit the kingdom, has been the-tauſe of 
the long misfortunes France has ſuffered; they begun under 
Philip de Valois. This evil would not have Ar d had | 
the everlaſting right of a natidn, to name its kings; prevailed. 
and been known. 8 e EINE wage 14 bang C1 * 
Had the people conſidered, that there is n6 law that can 
deprive' them of chat inalienable right, thar there is but à 
rogreſſive uſurpation, or the momentary force of à tyrant, 
at may raviſh it from them, they would have known 
that both ceaſe as ſoon as the nation can reduce its here 
1 to the rank due to them by nature. 
This pretended hereditary right has thoſe long diſ- 
aſters, thoſe dreadful calamities which diſtreſſed the kingdom 
for aipwards of ten centuries; and this ſucceſſion from male 
to male only, founded upon the es ef the Salique Law, 
has ſpilt ſtreams of French blood, beginning under Philip 
de Valois. «03 05 SO 73 4-527 30). OT r ; 


_ Charles the Fair, as we have already obſerved, had only 
left female children, and his widew in a ſtate of pregnancy. 
Badward III. king ef England, ſon of Edward II. and Mar- 
grret of France, daughter of Philip the Handſome, and ſiſter 
do three deceaſed kings, laid claim to the crown of France, 
in caſe the poſthumous child ſhould happen to die, Whether 
male or female, being the next in linenge, according to the 
cuſtom of England. £2456) 41 R 2 8 ee eint on 7 οπι . 
Feet certain it is, that he cbuld have no ſuch right accor- 
— inheritarice'; becauſe the daughters of Lewis 
X. Philip the Long, and Charles the Fair, muſt have ex- 
cluded him; but had not the pretended Salique Law been con- 
ſulted to reject Edward, he would Have had no pretence to 
claim the crown. © And if the election of kings was, as it 
ought to be, their only right to the throne, it would have 
' © excluded many bad princes who fill this hiſtory, and ſaved 
the blood of more than twenty millions of Frenchmen, who 
periſhed during the long and cruel wars occaſioned by this 
inheritance, founded upon the ruin of morality and of all the 
laws of nature. -+_ F | . 
In ſhort, Edward is excluded, and Philip de Valois re- 
cognized king of the French, in conſequence of the pretended 
right of inheritance only deſcending from male to male, and 
ſanctioned by that-Salique Law which never exiſted, and which, 
had it exiſted ſo as it is digeſted, had nothing to do with 
the crown. - E 1 * : 8 ed tied . . 2 p Phi ern 
a 
84 | ; F I firſt 


|: Firſt fee him act as an aſfaffin againſt the Flemings, who 


were not his ſubjects. The count loads and oyerburdens 


chem with! impoſts which they were unable to pay; they 
bave recourſe to remonſtrances they are to be compelled by 
force of arms; they revolt. I think nations may juſtly 
revolt, if they are reduced to deſpair by levies and enor- 


mous fubſidies. Philip, an imperious tyrant, will either 


have them pay or periſh; they will periſh. He defeats 
1 nd men Who had joined themſelves to de- 
he facks and burns Caſſel and ſeveral other towns. Excel- 


lent method to aſſaſſinate people in order to get poſſefion of 
eee e METS ER f 


heit eſtate!! 


Philip, deſtitute of prudence, policy,” and principle, ſum- 


mons Edward to do him homage for the provinces of Gui- 
ente. Edward comes. Philip receives him with” haugh-. 

tinefs, and thus wounds this majeſtie and generous heart. 
Edward departs with the defire and project of vengeance, ' 
+I ſhall not expatiate upon the long, bloody, and ruinous 
wars which he was engaged in, at one time againſt the Fle- 
mings, at another againſt Edward; but ſhall ſay that. his 


rude, haughty, imperious, and fanatic diſpoſition, coſt the 


lives of thouſands of Frenchmen, and brought the kingdom 
almoſt within two inches of its ruin. | 135 
The ſex fight, called Ia journte de Pecluſe, in which more 
than thirty thouſand Frenchmen periſhed within three or 
four hours; the battle of Creſſy, where the whole army was 
Main, the foldiers tired of killing, and Edward, moved at fo 
dreadful a flanghter, cried to ſpare the conquered, were the 
fruits of Philip's ſenſeleſs projects. Bins 15 
After the fatal battle of Creſſy, all France was reduced to 
the deepeſt diſtreſs, and cruſhed by freſh expences which the 


king had incurred from his own accord. The bad uſe made 


of the public money, the treachery of the officers who en- 
riched themſelves with the ſpoil of the nation, the total de- 
cline of trade, the increaſe of taxes, in ſhort, every thi 
made France feel the conſequences of the barbarous follies c 
"Philip de des,, „ „„ 
In the middle of the fnares he had laid for Himſelf, he found 
no greater expedient to relieve the ſufferings and hardſhips 
of his people, than to truſt the department of the finances in 


the hands of prieſts: effects ſhall prove the expediency of 3 


Bankers and financiers were condemned without any re- 
gard or conſideration, and their money which may haye been 
_ their lawful property, was forcibly taken from them, hecauſe 
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it was wanted to fill that -bucket of the Danaides, the royal 


treaſure. H ir rogol ind N in end $7314 31308 

....Fo-thgſe unpardonable wrongs, he added the falfification 
of the monies which was cartied ſo far, that he changed 
the value of a crown, xhich was then only one liyre, ſixteen 
ſous, into three livres, ſixteen ſous. This is the fſecond king 

who turned a falſe coiner; but we; ſhall find at leaſt, four 
more, of whom we ſhalliſpeak in their chronological order.“ 


5 In, this diſaſtrous. reign, which the ſubſequeny ones only 


could exceed in misfortunes, Y x whole kingdom was to 
dip's. reign. the tax upon falt, au was firſt, levied; an 


odious tax, Which has been cauſe of ſo many acts of injuſr 
tice; and raiſed the ſalt to ſixty times its valu . 
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JOHN, eldeſt ſon of Philip de Valois, ſucceeds his father. 


He had timè to take warning by the deſerved misfortunes 
of the former, but was determined to be like him. 
He began his reign n and iniquitous action. 
He cauſed Raoul Deneſle, conſtable of France, juſt. arrived 
from the priſons of England, to be taken on. Tueſday, and 
executed in the night of Thurſday following. His crime has 

TW * i Dy . 


This is one of thoſe cold atrocities. ſo often committed by 
deſpots, for what they call their ſecurity; as ſoon as you 
incur the ſuſpicion of a tyrant, you are guilty and undone. 
It is certain, that without accuſation or regular trial, this 
unfortunate man was ſecretly executed Mrs 3 to hide 
as it were, in its darkneſs, the want of proofs and formali- 

ties, I 7 ; . N 7 : 25 a ; wy 75 Y 5 N 1 (ET 9513 
John was of à revengeful, weak, imprudent, and paſhonate 
temper, his intglleQtual faculties, were mean, he was, without 

foreſight, and at beſt fit to govern the department, of a fathe 

in bis family. Howeyer the Salique Law elevated him to th 
"1 . . ; | A. 6k throne, 


throhe, Whirli has. ninforthnitely been too long the ſeat of 
ehe r 
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He gave a proof of his witked diſpoſition, when he or- 
deretl the two hrothers de Harevumt, the lords de Maubuò and 
Colinet Doublet, to be beheadedfwithdut any form of trial; 
having ſurpriſed. them in Rouen at table wi the his ſon. They 


rn 


were, no ddubt, gui lcy of the murder of Charles of Spain, 


conſtables but this execution made on the fpot, without for- 


m or proof, was looked upon with horror, and hu was 


eonſidered as an aſſaſſin who Kills another. ng 


Tbe king of- Navarre, whom he threw in prifon as the 
prineipal author of the conſtable*s death, left it ſhortly dfter; 
and-torch in hand, ſet fire to France, and deternined Ed- 
ward, king of England, to arm againſt: John, Whom his 


brother, and Geoffrey d' Harcourt and many others, accuſed 
of perfidy and cruelties. Finally he was cauſe of the loſs 


of the fatal battle of Poictiers, but for his obſtinacy he might 
have won it without fighting; Edwards ſituation was uch 


as to make him conſent to returngall he had taken, to give 
hboſtages, and being conquered, tu leave himſelſi and his army to his 
mercy and diſcretiun. John would. abſolutely fight and come 


to no terms. Phe hope of the conquerednis to die bravely: 


and to fel their lives as dear as they can; the deſpair of the 


Engliſh rendered them victorious ;-tha French paid dear for 


John's fatal imprudence; the army: was: defeated:and himſelf 
made prifoner. , Much has been ſaid about the captivity. of 
St. Lewis, but for that of John, all France was in mourns 
ing; it ſeemed as if it had loſt ten millions of its inhabi- 


tants. axes ld wan, 19 


Aﬀeer five years misfortunes, troubles, poverty, and mi- 


ſery among the people, John-finally obtains his liberty upon, 
ſuch conditions as will convince us, whether or not he reign- 
ed for the welfare of the nation, and was worthy of a ranſom. 


In 1360, the 8th of May, it was determined to ſet John 


at liberty upon theſe conditions: That the country of Poitou, 


the fiefs of Thouars aud Belle-Ville, the provinces of Gaſconyz 
Agenois, Perigord, Limoſin,i:Cahors, Tarbe, Bigore, Rauerge, 
Angoumois, with entire, fovereignty,” and the homage of the: lords 
Being therein, Montreueil ſur Mer, Ponthieu, Calais, Guignes, le 


Merq, Sangites, Boulogne, Humes, Vales and Ouis, ſhall belung 46 \ 
the king of England, to.'whom©/hall be paid morebwen the ſum off 
rhreè millions of croiunt in gold. ro. HDR Tk 
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Well, Frenchmen, did not your St. Lewis and king John 
coſt you pretty dear, after having depopulatedand rained the 
kingdom? Vou celebrated | thoſe happy events by bonfires 


and illuminations; ah! ill betide the kings who govern as 
. e | e tyrants, 


— 
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tyrants, - ſpill the blood of their ſupjecta, and make a ſport 
of the teats of oppreſſed mankind; ill betide thoſe a ex- 
travagance ſtands; ſo high to their cr. 
And the fooliſh, good · natured French ale kind at his 
return, with a bu of plate value one chouſand marks, 
which would now be worth-five thouſand. 5 

Jo finiſh the portrait of this king I muſt * that after ſo 
man re after the dreadful examples of Lewis VII. 
and Lewis IX. he reſolves, being invited by the pope, to ga 
and ſuccour the Chriſtians in Aſia, and to revive thoſe ac- 
eurſed enterprizes. He returns to England, to determine Ed- 
ward to take up the croſs with him. Others ſay he went 
over on account of his amours with the coutiteſs of Saliſ- 
burys whoſe huſband was entruſted/ with the care of the 
Eing's perſon while he was a priſoner; be as it will, ſome 
fooliſh project carried him thither: if it was love, his age, 
his condition, bis misfortunes, ought to have made him = 
nounce that paſſion 3. and he. ought, on the contrary, to 
have employee: his time in redreſſing the grievances of his 
ruined kingdom; if it was an eee to perſuade Edward 
to take-up the croſs with him, it was ſuperlative folly. In 
all his life, and in either of theſe caſes, 2 was a king with - 
out character, without ; ent, without forecaſt; quali- 
ties ſo neceſſary for all ek who have any ee; upbn a 
great government; in fine, John was a king that coſt France 
rich provinces, enormous ſums, cruel tears, and the blood 
of citizens ſpilt to no purpoſe.” ; 

Al laſt he dies, in this journ bo extravagant in all points. 
of view. Charles ies 995 _ 25 oarde: 2 . . 


. CHARLES v. zunnAEED THE SAGE. 


 Porty-ſeventh King. | 


privonurs'! here is one of your beſt 3 let us 
| examine his. reign. He had an opportunity to learn wiſ- 
dom from the misfortunes of John, his father; but the _ 
of Sage, which hiſtorians have given him, vaniſhes up pon 
an impartial and enlightened ſcrutiny. We ſhall be guided 
5 dy truth in.all.the actions of his life, in the deeds. which 
mw up the fixteen years during which he held the reins of 
_ r 
At Hirſt he marries Joan, daug! hter of Charles de Bourbon, | 
preferring her to the heireſs of Flanders, againſt the evident 
| OO, the Ce ta We 11. ſeen the — wars 8 
8 xi 


1 p - 
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Ned on. between the French and Flemings; all diſcord night 
havs been terminated by: that marriage preſcribed by good 


Jenſe and the policy df the ſtate; his other, WO married 
her inſtead of him, became almoſt his rival in power, by the 
immenſe poſſeſſions ho acquired: by this marriage. This was 
another impolitie ſtep, and ſack} the remaining part af his 
hiſtory will Winde iti. el TH #1 0 Frcs 110 tu pug 


I, ſee him alſo give a deciſive blow to the treaty of Bre. 


tigny, concluded with Edwardi for: the deliverance of his fa- 


 cour Charles de Blois, who was cloſely attacked by the Eng-. 

lich, who fought; for the! cauſe of Montfort) Ed wart''s ſon 
inglaw. In ſhort, he was canſe: of that fatal thattle, in 
which: Gueſelin was made priſoner: with al great number of 


the moſt illuſtrious hund diſtinguiſhed perſons in the armyl 


If ſo many lords periſhed, how many poor ſoldiers muſt hade 


been ſlain? No deaths are mentioned except thoſe of perions 
who have. been happy or celebrated in their life; we förget 


the zuſeful ploughman forcell fram his field, and butchered 
in the battles, given moſt times by command of fooliſſ,ſ bars 
1 barqus, or imprudent kings. c „ Pays ref mred rt pee + $1; 
- {,J+-fee ora agg ee othing but a profound peace, 
and that Charles involycd (himſelf in wars which he might 
has avoided; that he involved himſelf in a moſt bloody one 
dy the violation of the treaty of Buetigny, of which Ed- 


ward complained loudly to all the powers of Europe, and eſ- 


ways ſacxificed in thoſe wars 


141 W 


ther, He ſends Bertrand du Gueſclin with an army to-ſuck | 
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. Now Charlthy that ſagd king, engages it a'warwhich will 
have the moſt fatal geffects. 7 rter df Caftile had married 
Blanche, daughter tothe duke of Bourbon, and fiſter to Joan, 


:obnfort of Charles. ! He bad abandoned ber: how many 


have:ndt been guilty of the ſamarcrime; but it dught not to 
he cancea}&d that Peter df Caſtile: was a monſterꝭ who had 


murtdlered his wife; but ſhould Charles have expoſed the 


Bfe of on hundred thouſthd Frenchmen to revenge à fingle 
murer? Phis: was certainty inconſiſtebt with tlie dictates of 
humanity and? wiſdom; however Charles did it. Having 
taken the (part of Henry natural brather to, Peter of Ca- 
tile; Who fad dæthronéd him, be ſacrificed i a ſingle battle 
more than tutnry. four thbufand men. Peters of Caſtile; 
nided by Edwardg maile priſoners Bertrand de Gueſcling the 
kingis brother, d great number of noblemen, and reſumed 
the royal authority chick his- brother had depri ved him of, 
but not til L after ſi battles in hich th blood of the French 
had: een (pit; under th οmb mand of Gueſclini. He was 
made priſoher by Hlszbrether Henry,iwho; terminated” that 
war by \n#ratricide; för he lrurdered him in cold bloodand 


with his own hands. Thus one pnſter ſucceeded: another? 


but Charles placed / Henry up the: throne! ant he could 
not have committed that ftatrteidez Hache notg been aſfiſted 
byca French army; tkerefürefaff the błood of Peter of Gals 

& rerods fpon/Ohartes Wy 11691) +117 1 00/1977 ould 
Tue a{fiftance he *g2vet6iChartes; that premeditated-fra- 
tricide, wits nelther wiſe; not generous, finceit was: pon. 
condition®thatthe hold ackntwledge to holt-tigokinglons 


kom ithe king of Frafce, 'ard b61conſequently,/ his vaſſals 
this weaty was made in 1808. In the baſt year! of his reign 


he gave ſuch ancexanÞle ef cruëlty as would even have dif 
e odd 1545, £ mongnid 003-t0 1,154 


— 
X 


- The-eity/ofiVbntpetlicyhadirecently been brovght under 


his obedience}; Ihe inhabitants complained» of? the king's 
people! violating--theis rights and privileges:-they/ rebelled. 


andUid/thethfelvesjuftice .. They killed eighty:of his officers 


whotyrunnized dver them. > Thoſe people who had beerr. 
bur'tatety TabjeQed! were mare excuſable than others might 
have been. CHurles ſends: them the duke af Berry with an 
army z the inhab antes were the. w ak th be innotent. Had 
they een uble to defond® their rights, Theo reſtflance they 
would: have inade to dppreſſion wouldicthave beentvirtuouss 
The puniſhment of their tyrants was aglawful andineceſlary* 

at of juſtice; but ovetpowere&by a ſuperior force of. arms, 


"they were treated like malefactors, and, puniſhed witts facts 


5 
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elt Virbarity as is rarely to! de found ib the ants of - 
rants, vo 0 89,5 2612 OH] ft; Ai 1) 
Ahe inlabitztits and act! Knowing that the! forces 


Readed by Berty were matching gti then} determined to 


o and meet them, with Halters about their necks; in Tagged 
irments, with the keys of the city; followed by tlie J 


- preceded by the croſs, all weeping and ctyitteg out bor mercy- 
Amicdſt this penitent proceſſion, the duke Enters the gates 


date by the people, and finds all the reſt of the inha- 


bitants quite contrite on their knees: men, women, and 
children, cry again and —_— in the, moſt deplorable tone of 
h the”"tyger' who executed the 


voice, mercy mercy ! 
Eine orders, beheld their grief Wan ved and with ſtern 
cruelty „ 


1 1700 orders“ a Hcatrold to „ elected o ob che abn. marked | 
Places“ und reads a akration by which, in che Kg s nahe, 


9 


they were "TY 25500 1 pr \leges, their conſulates, houſes,” 


EZ 


* wy 
90 V i the —_ chivis Ad vente; fix hurtdtedt pep 


taken from 9 at 80 hg were.ſentenced to die; 


vitt 0 ere pehs ade & t 6 hundred hariged,” And 
mern he e Ares th 9 5 Ehildren were Neſated 
infa By 1 8 PT a bondage,” and to have their 
AN fiſcated. aricn was to pay twepty- 


Cx e Na of i pn the eXpencss*pf the 
WERE conſuls and certain counſellors à 
ted; e ts 8 te oy ub ies of the King's ofieers4 Köln 


en in hi Br Hack 2 5 thrown; a chaper was | to be 
Hey 


fotinded, IA whit "were. tc de interred %y the pärxties 


af6oreſaity, and the bell Aich bien the alarm ad been, . 


wat to“ toll during thoſe. funerals; the gates, nd” ah were 


vet be=demdlithed: bs: "The whole ſeßtenee Was exechted, the 


ntribution oofy > Ewhat e 16 Falls \ we ire: ff 


foks 255 ſtand; + b 51 "never. On oled to 1 


mory bf Charles, is the” ſhimeful mallacre” af tlie Hx Hun- 
by Carly, of the were DAG raelly ihe ein * the 

Key 8 cowtnon Hangman, wiehoor beilig more = guilty 

that the reft. 

0 What ande obi 8 peen ſhown to*him. bi 'A Se- 

nerdus pardai n, gue. at Teaſt*to' their repentance; it would 

have won gr ares, and” entitled him with more uf-" 

tice” te the e ithet of b Cage, which truth denies im Fre de iat 

18 WII. oy ne bumanity ? „ 

Sha ea him Sage that is quite ſtained with the blood of 


ww H.44 


dis ft ah jects, ſacrificed in unjuſt wars, when his Kingdom 5 
f 


1 and yr _ : call him Sage who breaks his pro- 


mites, 
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which diſgraces Wim in the 70 0 all Crone 


s rei Ne... 4 
| which could not be jonated Nn the An 


not mention the evils which deſc Win 4 850 Ein 


who had appoints regent by the 
pond. of © Orleans, Dae to t hg king, and ob ol N 
| 255 after the demiſe of Fuſe his father; I 


| wa be Wal ks the time. 1 855 Chak l 5 
and of the de o done and and approyed ein |] 
forgetfulneſs 


of all judgement would. pay o loſs 
| prived of his reaſon, an aue able to l 42 + by 913 


a great Rite, It was thought improper to diſplace f 
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miſes, WhO. to clade; Ree. & 40, ® Diratogena 
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ABC, Sift 1 the yoice of W dee a.mil- 
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and accuſes. him? 
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He get the furname of * l he happened 4 to be 
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AH. 11K VE. cocceedeg his fath Charles | V. at 
5 5 La 8185 ß — 0 1 3932 - and Ii 15 
hren 7 d. nine and twenty Fears. 
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ey wer Ek 9. the herhditay: "right, 25 crov 
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will demonſtrate the þ fav ers monardl 
the long phrenzy of Charles; 14 It ſay nothing 
regel dee civil wars Nee e on between Philip, 


18 1 Ind Nt that Lame oh 
0 


the 0 of the oy 7 by what IE 
bedjc nee. to a king 


who could not even govern his own LOG a6" 3h * Hig: 
rendered. him entirely unfit, and a ſage ch je 77 the n ation. 
ought | to hare; replaced him, and conducted , If jt ever 2 5 
in the. Power of a ſingle perſon, the complicated . | of - 


from the throne, and all in his perſon, eyen his madneſs was 
med ſacred. Poor mortals ! who have ſeen ſo ug Ar 
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lued, is frequently beneath bim he dares to call his ſubjeckt: 
but let us ſhortly examine the firſt years of the reign, of 
Charles VI. "TOO 


5 . 3 


He engages in a war with Flanders againſt the advice of his 


council, notwithſtanding he ſucceeds in his enterprize ; but 


what follows his good fortune leaves an everlaſting blot upon 


his memory. Having got in his hands the governors of ſe- 


veral towns who had ſurrendered to him, he beheads them, 
and hangs a brave and valiant man who commanded the 


'Flemings. The latter being found among the flain, ſcarce 


able to breathe, after the battle he had given him, and in 


which he had the misfortune to fall, Charles ought, at leaſt 
tacitly, to have honored and reſpected his death and memory. 


Had he not been overcome, he would have been reckoned 


among the, valiant defenders of his country; for the Fle- 


mings were oppreſſed; they only wiſhed for and demanded 


9 , 
25 
4 « 


the free exetciſe of their violated rights. 


He added cruelty to this baſe conduct; he laid Courtray in 
aſhes, becauſe the inhabitants celebrated annually a certain 


defeat of the French, and preſerved one hundred pair of gilt 
ſpurs they had taken from them in battle. A moſt abomina- 


ble and daſtardly revenge, ſince he took it ſixty years after the 


perſonal reign; they were; no doubt, much influenced. by 


7 
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. 


were likewiſe carried to an exceſs. Thoſe cities demanded to 


* 
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event. I ſhall not expatiate much upon the actions of his 


_ he phrenzy which was then germinating within him. It 


ought to be obſerved that the cities of Paris, Rouen, and 


Orleans, revolted againſt the tax-gatherers and extortioners, 
Who, in the king's name, levied the moſt enormous impoſts, 


which the inhabitants could not afford to pay. The exac- 


tion of the impious court of Rome, levied by the name of 
_ *decimals, annates, expectable grace, and other papal extortions, 


have them leſſened. The people plundered ſome houſes 
Whoſe opulence inſulted their. miſery, The king concealed 


his vengeance for near a twelvemonth, came then with an 
army to Paris, ordered the barriers of the gate of St. Denis 


to be pulled down, reprimanded the prever des marchands, the 
common councilmen and notables who brought him the keys, 


ſcattered his ſoldiers all over the city, and ſtrictly ſearched all 
*the houſes for arms, which were carried to the Louvre and 
_ "Baſtille. The inhabitants being thus difarmed, he ordered 
three hundred of the moſt eminent citizens to be ſeized and 


* vs \ by 4 


executed before the palace and in his own. preſence. After 


This bloody maſſacre, his infolent chancellor, Peter &Orge- 
mont, made the following ſpeech, which I have inſerted to 
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re the exceſs of tyranny and extrayagance in thoſe deteſ- 
LT ee OT OR Rn 09 "I Tot 

.: * People, were you as mindful of your duty, as your 
< kings have treated you mildly and fatherly, you would 
ee recolle& the ſovereign clemency and kindneſs of the 
e late king. Charles, truly Sage, who, being willing to 
te tame your folly and temerity by his gentleneſs, forgave 
* the ſtrange and cruel faults you had committed againſt his 


e father, priſoner, not caring to diſtreſs the diſtreſſed, and 


* exciting with the utmoſt inſolence and temerity his moſt. 
c“ inyeterate enemy againſt him, You cannot deny, un- 

grateful- people, Tear obligations to that good prince. 
Ge duty cxacted from you to ſacrifice yourſelves cheer- 
ot, full in his cauſe. But, waving all this, he treated you 
ee with all the humanity, the mol affectionate ſubjects can 


cc 
c 
* 


ee hope from their prince. His ſon, our king, now ſeated 


on this royal throne, heir of his virtues, followed his fa- 


ce ſels of your counſellors, the torch of ſedition and diſſoy- 


ce alty, and the diſorderly paſſions of your blind reſentment. 
77 The fine in e have been guilty of theſe days, your 
© treacherous intelligence with thoſe mutineers, enemies to 


d& all lordſhip and police, the bold practices in ſeveral parks 


e of the kingdom, and the blood you have ſhed in the heart 
& of your country, which ſhe abhors, feeling her boſom 
ct {tained with blood unjuſtly ſhed by Noa Ce Fans ah: 
< theſe horrible and ſad deeds known to all the world, and 
te for which you cannot make a ſingle excuſe without aggra- 
ee vating your guilt, are not they authentic proofs,, Which 
“ demonſtrate in the eyes of all the kingdom, and before 
e u nations, wretched ſubjects, your ingratitude; your 
e diſloyalty, your cruelty, yout felony, and rage? Wretch- 
| | What do you deſerye from the bounty of your 
« king? Why are not you convinced of having perfidiouſſy 
> are profeſſed deſpiſers of public authority, 


- 


2 


e The king, the king will make you ſenſible that, if he has 
ce an arm to maintain and comfort the good, he has alſo one 
re to puniſh and exterminate the wicked. You have ſeen an 
« example on thoſe wretched heads who made you: forget 


_ «© your duty: but the puniſhment is but mild in proportion 


* 8 
1 
f 


ce hut what you yourſel ves have cauſed. 


c to the crime; miſerable ſubjects, there is no ill you ſuffer, 


98 This 
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Kids 864 - 0 53 | 
bi dhe ae, to Which the ſenſeleſz deſpot added 


"by, way of approbation: Bt that i rs not enough het. 
After theſe deteſtable executions, he ordered the town to 
be deprived-of all its privileges, and that all thoſe who were 


either taken; +364 ifoners, or ſhould 1 bevegally proved guilty 'of 


the laſt fedition, Should, forfeit one half of their property, to atone 


| For that capital crimes This 15 pillage produced a vaſt fu, ; 


which Was, however, ſoon f. uandered away. 

The cities of Orleans and ouen ſhared a ſtill mote SY 
fate, and all thöſe barbarities were committed becauſe the 
exhauſted people begged thei, oppreſlor to eaſe a burden 
which. cruſhed them. 

Finally, amidſt the moſt dreadful „ amid perk 
dies, aſſaſſinations, cruelties, and the miſeries of the nation, 
Charles VI. dies; and immediately a herald cries, God ſave 
the king ; God grant long and happy 77 
* God, king of France aud England, our ſovereign lord. 

Henry VI. had married Catherine of France, daughter of 


_ 


Charles and Itabella his wife, It was at the inſtigation of 


this unworthy. woman he declared Henry his lawful heir, 
and . Charles VII. his oghy/t ſon. 


5 18 3 a ah 1 — — I — 8 
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i Seer. ke fatal battles of Crequi, Poictiers, and Aginecute, 
France had become the theatre of fury, ruin, and miſe- 
; ny There- are ſill yy Joe of cruel difaſters to be 
paſſed. 
Charles VII. was twenty-one when lis ende to the 
throne, and reigned thirty-nine years. The murder of John 
of Burgundy, when he bore {till the title of dauphin of Vi- 
ennois, gives us: ſuch a notion of weakneſs and cruelty of 
his pee, Dag as the remainder of his life cannot efface. This 
ohn of Burgundy was a monſter, but Charles was no wiſe 
inferior to him in baſeneſs, treachery, and cruelty; had he 
even ſpent the remainder of his life like Trajan, 1 or 


Marcus Aurelius, this infamous murder muſt have diſgraced | 


N memory for everlaſtin 

This is alſo one of hole kings who, in all his actions, had 
no other aim than his own individual happineſs. Not a fin- 
gle word fell from his mouth during his long reign of nine 
and thirty years, from which one might believe that he ever 
e for a an inſtant on the calamities of the e He 
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ife to Henry VT. by the grace 
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certainly drove the Engliſh from France, but he only did it 


to gratify his pride and ambition: he only wrought for 


. himſelf, e of the oppreſſions which his ſubjects 


oaned under. In the eye of reaſon, what difference could 


- It be to the French, to be governed by Henry VI. or Charles 
VII. ſo they were more tranquil and happier? He muſt be 
Joſt to all ſenſe that would maintain that it is far better to 
live under a king of France than under a king of England, 


far better under a Neider a tyrant, than an individual whoſe 
power is equitable. Ti 
vantages as Charles VII. would 


Had Henry offered the people ſuch ad- 
Ve 2s as Charles VII. would have refuſed, they would have 
done beſt to prefer him, and declare themſelves openly in his 


Much has been ſaid with regard to the love of the French 


to their kings: ten thouſand pedants, a hundred thouſand 
Aaves have repeated that fooliſh phraſe. Kings are certainly 
entitled to the people's love, if they be virtuous ; but ſuch as 


* 
* 


are debaſed by crimes and bent upon the ruin of the nation, 


are real objects of deteſtation. 


” - - 


The condemnation of the duke of Alengon is an injuſtice, 


which proves that in proſperity Charles ee the ſervices 
of that unhappy nobleman, and his own misfortunes. 
Charles, haying defeated a party of malcontents in Cham- 


paign, 8 to all the ſoldiers and captains his pardon, and 


made ſuffer Alexander of Orleans, natural ſon to John, 
duke of Orleans, for having ſpoke ill of him and his amours: 


he was not generous enough to forget a private reſentment; 
he cauſed Giles de Retz, marſhal of France, accuſed of for- 


- 


1 
— 


5 


4 


cery, and many of his domeſtics, to be burnt for the ſame 
pretended crime. What an imbecility could make him ſacri- 
eren po TP TR 

But all was ignorance, in thoſe diſaſtrous times: fine arts, 


philoſophy, morality, politics were quite unknown; ſtupid 


ignorance degraded the kings; they knew no law than that 


of their bloody ſword, no policy, no morality than treache- 
ry, than the art of throwing into irons, and tyrannizing na- 


tions with ferocious dexterity. 


"i 
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This is the character of Charles VII. who had not ſo much 


gratitude, ſo much greatneſs of ſoul, to do the leaſt thing 
in behalf of that unfortunate woman, known by the name of 
the Maid of Orleans. He abandoned that heroine, to whoſe 


enthuſiaſm he owed the conqueſt of his kingdom; ſhe was 
conſigned to the flames; he forgot her; he did not dare to 
-.threaten the duke of Bedford, with inflicting upon all the 
Engliſh captains then in his hands, the ſame puniſhment 


which he ſhould inflict on that unfortunate and too celebrated 


v . 


Joan 
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b adyerſity; haughty, ungrateful in 
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Joan d' Are. This is one of thoſe hiſtories that rends the 
heart and draws tears from one's eyes. What! that generous 


female is ſacrificed to the ſhame, to the reſentment of the 
Engliſh ! What! unfortunate, ſhe is going to expire in tor- 


ments, to expiate, by the moſt dreadful puniſhment, her 
having ſaved the honor of her country; and Charles tries 


no means to ſave her! and Charles plunges in the moſt 


ſhameful pleaſures! Frightful contraſt! unworthy and memo= 
rable example of the ingratitude of kings! Charles is, how- 
ever, one of thofe who is leſs cenſured in hiſtory ; but he 


was cruel in his early days; more gentle, more humane in 

bis ſucceſles, baſe, effe- 
minate; when he was maſter of the kingdom, hard, ſuſpici- 
ous againſt the latter part of his life, This is, however, the 


king trained in the ſchool of adverſity, whoſe reign reſem- 


bles, in many reſpects, that of Henry IV. But let us not 
anticipate time. Charles dies after a reign of thirty-nine 
years; he was informed that his ſon would poiſon him, and 
would rather ſtarve than perth by the cruelties of poiſon, 
WE have reigns which contain more atrocities, but there 
is none that ever exceeded the preſent in baſeneſs, trea- 
luted, depraved all the nation. His name alone reminds 
poſterity of all the daſtardly cruelties of this diſhoneſt, abſo- 


lute, and ſuperſtitious tyrant; his reign inſpires with ha- 


tred and contempt. e 1 
If he has not poiſoned his father, it is dreadful he ſhould 


have given him cauſe of ſuſpicion, and of believing him ca- 
pable of ſuch an iniquitous deed; yet, certain it is, that he 


was the. cauſe of his unhappy end, and merits the name of 
No ſooner was he on the throne than his unprincipled and 


barbarous character manifeſted itſelf entirely, The officers ' 
appointed to collect the duties upon ſalt, (les, gabelles) com- 
mit extortions at Rheims; the people riſe, many are killed in 


the fray, Charles ſends immediately a great number of ſoldi- 
ers, diſguiſed as merchants and laborers; they enter the 


town, let in Demoui at the head of a more conſiderable body. 


of aſſaſſins, who ſeizes above one hundred eminent eitizens 
en the ſpot, and without either 5 ar trial, puts them 


chery, and want of honour. The example of Lewis pol- 
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to death on the ſeaffold. Does not this execution, made Te 

the king's order; ſhow him a barbarous deſpot?. There is not @, 
page in his hiſtory, but what is polluted with ſhameful crimes, 
without energy, without either grandeur or aa {7 | 


To deſcribe all the villanies that blaſt his memory, wou 


require me to fill up a whole volume. He 80 promiled,; 5 
and: ſeldom kept his word. 


This abſurd ty rant ſtiled. himſelf, Lewis by the. grace of God a 
G. and would not ſuffer Francis, duke of Bretagne, to take 2 


the title of Francis, by the grace of God, duke of Bretagne. 


The war called the public welfare being terminated. by the. | 
peace of Conflans,. all was to be forgot: but Lewis- makes 


ſeveral inhabitants of Rouen ſuffer he tf by the hand of 


the executioner, and though they had been reluctantly in- 


volved- in the war by his brother, they were proceeded againſt 


without trial. He was cauſe of the taking and ruin of Liege, 

r innebitnte had santen confided: in his pro- 
TRIES, ö 

His ſhameful treaty with the duke of Bur undy, by: which 

he gives up the counts of Nevers and de St. Paul, conſta- 
bles, who, for having. ſerved him too well, had incurred the 

diſpleaſure of the duke; and the latter abandons, by way of 


| Os, his brother "whom: he countenanced, leaves the 


duke of Guienne, the duke of Bretagne, and their tergitories 


and eſtates, 'to diſpoſe of them at his pleaſure, promiſing 
not to interfere in the war which Lewis pretended .to' make” 
upon them, Deteſtable exchange, fraudulent peace, iniqui- 
tous and unworthy of both, w ich ſhowed how much he 
had depraved the s 0 of his age, as he could find a, perſon 


that would condeſcend to ſuch a ſhameful agreement. | 
But during this time, his brother Charles, duke of Gui- 


enne, dies of poiſon, and Lewis is accuſed of having perpe- 


trated that fratricide, by means of Henry de la Roche, ſtew- 


ad and firſt cook of Charles, whom Jordan Favre, his. great 
almoner, had engaged to prepare the doſe. Letters from the 


duke of Burgundy give weight to that accuſation, beſides an 
expreſſion which he dropt. Somebody informing the duke. 
that the king of Caſtile was dead, he onda He is TOO 


LUCKY to have.LOST his brother. 


*The remaining part of his life ds 4 not attenuate: that 
ien accuſation. There are men who would be much in- 


Jjured by being charged with the: commiſſion of ſo atrocious 
nan offence; but an ambitious tyrant, inſatiable of power, 
diſhoneſt, ſuperſtitious, baſely hypocritical, the greateſt _ 


Crimes cannot ſtop nor XING: and one OOF without in- 
5 . F 117 0 


5 . Lewis 


g, breaks 


wo - + 


# A 


the juridical murder of the conſtable de St. Paul, betray 


children. 85 : 


I ſhall forbear mentioning the iron cage in which he was 


ſhut up, and the anſwer he made to the judges who ordered 
him to come aut to be examined; but 1 | 
took afterwards James's children and confined them in dun- 
geons conſtructed in form of baſkets, pointed at the bot- 
tom, ſo that they might have no reſt. They were taken 
out twice a week to be whipped; and. every three months 
one or two of their teeth were violently knocked out 
of their mouths ; the eldeſt of theſe unhappy victims be- 
came mad, and the youngeſt, either more courageous or of a 
ſtronger conſtitution, bore all thoſe horrors. Such deteſta- 
ble deeds might be diſbelieved, were they not plainly ſet 
forth in the petition preſented by them to the States in 1483; 
after the death of the tyrant. e 
VVV G 4 He 


ſhall add, that he 
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Tad, penſive, fretful, ſnappiſh, paſſionate, all diſplea 
all moleſts him, all offends him. In this ſtate of anxiety, 
between death and life, he knows no longer what he wants, 


FE . | CS I Oe "IF bp ö 8 „ 
388 xxx crIMEs or THE | 5 
Ile cauſes the little town of Conde to be burnt, becauſe it 


£ 


on 
- 


woke have been prejudicial to him, by its fituation between 
_  Fournay and Valenciennes. He corrupted all. thoſe who 
approached. him whenever his intereſts were compromiſed ; 
in ſhort, his whole hiſtory exhibits but thoſe features which 
_ diſtinguiſh a monſter unrivalled in the hiſtory of tyrants. : 
Arras makes a noble reſiſtance; is taken, pillaged; and 
Lewis makes periſh on the ſcaffold an hundred ſoldiers who 


had been made priſoners. . Baſe tyrant ! thou wouldſt have 


them to betray the country they had ſworn to protect, and 


for having done their duty, delivereſt them to the executioner! 
| "This baſe devotee, this deteſtable hypocrite, wore on his 


Hat the image of the Virgin made of lead, whoſe pardon he 
begged' whenever he committed a crime, Above four thou- 
ſand people periſhed by his order by the ſword of the exe: 


cutioner. Around the Foy palaces and houſes nothing but 


gallows, wheels, and ſcaffolds were to be ſeen. He loaded 


the people more with taxes than any of his predeceſſors. 


_ . Finally, the moment is come when nature ayenges huma- 
nity. Let us therefore enjoy his torments and anguiſh only 


for a moment; let us expoſe that miſerable tyrant in the 
latter days of his deteſtable life; let us ſhow ſuſpicion, fear, 


diſtruſt, and final death overthrow all his projects. Let us 


Tee him at Pleſſis-les-Tours ſhut up ſolitary and only 


him with terror, his conſcience * riſes againſt him; he dif- 


mi nis moſt truſty ſervants, fears his neareſt relations, 


Himſelf with terror to a few. The opening of a door 
frightens him, he is afraid of his own ſhadow, death ſtrikes 


abhors thoſe he- ſuſpects, and ſuſpects every body. Sullen, 
P 


leaſes him, 


and yet wiſhes for life and reign, He knows that he is 
ſurrounded by enemies whom he offended ; that moſt of the 


murmuring ; he wants to comfort them, but it is too late. 


great deteſt him; that the people whom he cruſhed, are 


* 


What ſtruggles, what horrors beſiege his ſoul ! he is conſeious 


of all the murders, treacherous villanies and patricides, he 


cannot expiate ! perhaps he ſoon will fall, and for ever, into 


the hand which puniſhes tyrants, and takes vengeance of 
their unpuniſhed crimes. hat a dreadful condition! but 
it is not yet time for us to leave him; let us ſee farther. 


Few people can enter Pleſſis, except his domeſtics and the 


caſtle; none is admitted but his ſon-iti-law Peter, duke of 


4 => 
* 


8 who watch every day at the gate to thè number f 
four ' hundred. No nobleman is permitted to live in the 


Bourbon, 


n 
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a A Who inſtant he believes” ſomebody is coming 
to attack and wreſt his __ from him. He fears his ſon. 
more than the reateſt ſt ranger. He orders his captains to 
ſearch thoſe he {peaks to, to ſee if they have no arms con- 
cealed under their ee in à word, his daughter, his fon, 
i! ei are equally ſuſpicious to him. 
1 e of the caſtle is well guarded, but ſomebody 
e the walls: he orders them to be rendered inac- 
Eble by a great number of ſharp iron ſpikes. The gate 
18 is fortißel by a large iron gate, ſurrounded with cannon 
forty ſentries are placed in the foſſes with orders to fire 
upon every one that ſhall approach them by night. 
In a word, all the chains, all the iron cages could not ſo 
much torment the unhappy victims of this 7 as the 
 condiffon he now is in. 
Every day be diſmiſſes his ſervants to take freſh ones; he 
knows not in whom to truſt, He gives ten thouſand crowns 
to bis phyſician per month, ink all the territories and 


charges he ſolicits. He ſends for a poor hermit from Calabria 


to reſtore him to health; he, that was ſo proud and fierce, 
falls at his feet as ſoon as he ſees him, and conjures him to 


prolong his life. Vain wiſhes! vain remorſe! The monſter 
is a dying; he dies, having long before loſt the faculty of 
ſpeech, but recovering it once more, he ſends for the dauphin 


his ſon, whom he Had not ſeen for ſeveral years. 
He was not ſo well reſolved to die, as to give up all 


hopes of recovery, eſpecially by the {kill of his hermit Fran- 
eis Paul, and the load of relics he was covered with, which 


had deen brought from Rheims, Rome, and all thoſe places 
where ſtupid ſuperſtition worſhips pulverized bones; at laſt, 
ſome diyines hold a council, and reſolve to et olga him that 


he touches the brink of the grave. 
A hard ſentence for a tyrant who feared death more than 


015 any other man, ſtrove to prevent it by all imaginable re- 
medies, by all the arts quacks could ever invent; finally, + 
he reſigns to the decree of fate. I am in hopes, fays he, God 
will help me; but, added he, T am not ſo fick as you may perhaps 


imagine. Deluded hope! he died almoſt inſtantly ; I thall 
not ſay like many hiſtorians, that he re/igned his fon ul in peace 
to God Almighty. No, he gave up his ghoſt in the midſt of 


regrets, remorſes, torments, terrors, and furies. He never 
expoſed to chance, what he could execute by treachery, 
Lt hypocriſy, or atrocities. He was revengeful, faith-, 

pecting, inconſiſtent, jealous of power, an enemy of 


leſs, 


the great, implacable if offended, unjuſt ko his relatives. and 
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„ee anker if rien, in, the, appals; of, rente 
None was ever remarked for ſo ſtrange a medley of vices. 
Breathing, revenge, but, knowing, to Alx It ;,/covetous, of, 
moneys. but, {quandering it away to accompliſh his deſigns z 
barbarous and flattering to his enemies 5, miſtruſting to.the, 
laſt degree and ſeeming frequently to place the moſt blind 
confidence in them whoſe ſecrets he wiſhed to know ; coward 
and ſuperſtitious, and often intrepid in his actions. In a 
word, he may be ſaid to have been endowed-with all the qua- 
| ities, neceflary to inſure ſucceſs to a deteſtable tyrant, or 
a proſſergus wiſereante. ĩ 
It feems that all the actions of his life have only been 
ramifications of. treachery ; he ſeems to have more reflected 
than any.other, to have praQliſcd with mere ſucceſs the prin 
ciples, ſecrets, and tortuous windings of that deteſtahle ary 
called polities. VVV 


43-34 wh 


CHARLES v. 
PI CHARLES declares an unjuſt and bloody war againſt 
Francis, duke of Bretagne, lays waſte and ruins his do- 
mains, and is the cauſe of his death. He proſecutes the ſame 
uvnjuſt war afainſt his daughter Anne; and to make a com- 
penſation for his unjuſt proceedings, for tlie blood of her 
people, for robbing her publicly of her patrimony, for the 
naſſacre of her officers who would not pay him the revenues. 
of her territory, for having attempted to ſeize her perſon by, 
force, to make a compenſation, I ſay, for indignities of ſuch 
magnitude, he pretends to marry her ; Anne, ſhocked at his 


— Propoſal, rejects it, her reaſons were too juſt. 


Charles having thus declared war againft this princeſs, 
mifufed his power and violated the moſt ſacred rights of juſ- 
tice; but being finally vanquiſhed and oppreſſed, ſne mar- 
. Fied him. "Thus Charles fignalized the beginning of his 
reign by a war undertaken for a deſire of plunder, and of ra- 
viſhing another's property; which was then decorated with 
the title of a political war, and, after much bloodſhed, ter- 
minated by a marriage contracted under the auſpices of in- 
. Juſtice, neceflity, and an entire forgetfulneſs of faith and re- 
ligion. The emperor Maximilian had married this young 

rinceſs oy procuratorial agreement. She was: oliged to 


renounce her firſt engagement, and to ſacrifice herſelf to 
intereſt and ambition. This was not all, Ch 


* 


les VIII. 
HE „ 


was forced to break and deſpiſe the engagement he had con: 
tracted with Margaret of Auſtria, daughter to Maximilian, 
The emperor ſeeing himſelf thus doubly. injured, declared 
War againſt Charles, 'who put an end to it by means of the 
gold of France; becauſe Henry VII. king of England, wha 
engaged in this war for Maximilian, recollected that he cn, 
never have been able to uſurp the throne without the ſupplies 
of men and money which Charles VIII, ſent him. This in- 
Juſtice. concerted by two oppreflors, coſt the life of Richard, 
king of England. Henry VII. who, with the aſſiſtance of 


Charles, defeated him and uſurped the crown he had no 


right to. 


1 ſee nothing but ambition and the inſatiable deſire f 


kings to accumulate crowns and titles, which lead the people 
to {laughter and death. Great kings have almoſt every one 
been great miſcreants. In ſhort, I find nothing in the hiſ- 
tory of France than the misfortunes of the people and the 
crimes of their tyrants. . 


— 


and Sicily, cauſed whole ſtreams of French blood to he ſhed. 

Now Charles VIII. pretending to his title ſo juſtly annihi- 
lated by the Sicilian Veſpers, goes to claim as his patrimony 
a ſoil imbrued with the blood of its kings, murdered by that 

worthleſs brother of St. Lewis. 8 i 
- He paſſes into Italy, and after ſucceſſes which vaniſhed. 
immediately after his return, nothing was left him than to 
regret (had he been capable,) the blood of the nation which 
had been ſhed to no end and purpoſe. In 1495 his army 
brought from Naples that dreadful diſorder, which counter- 
acts nature, and ſeems to oppoſe her deareſt wiſh; this is all 
that has remained in our poſſeſſion of our Italian conqueſts, 


The Spaniards had brought that diſtemper * among the Nea- ; 


politans, and it was unknown in France till return of 

_ What hopes could there be entertained of a prince whom 
his ignorant and barbarous father had brought up in a moſt 
ſhameful neglect of the mental faculties, whom he had only 
taught this ſingle ſentence, ho cannot diſſemble, cannot reign. 3 


an inferual ſentence, an axiom, deſtroying every principle of mo- 


rality. He exceeded his father's hopes in point of ſtupidity z 
and died at laſt in the caſtle of Amboiſe, untegretted and 


without iſſue, In his laſt. moments, he was left on a wretched 


ſtraw bed, in the dirtieſt place of the caſtle, for nine whole 


— 
* 


N * 
. 1 


bours without any body coming to aſſiſt him in his agonies. 


The venereal diſeaſe, 
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Charles of Anjou, by his uſurping the kingdoms of Naples 
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Death ſnatched away this guilty ſhadow of 2 monarch, and | 
e one was afraid of overthrowing his altars. 

In him is extinguiſhed the direct line of the kings of 
Þ rance, deſcended from Philip de Valois. The crown de- 
 Teends now in a collateral line, Philip of C * ** LION 
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L E WIS XII. 15 
 Fifiy-ſecond Fe e I LT. 


Ti is the chief concern of truth to ſcrutinize moſs atten- 

tively the reigns of thoſe kings whom enthaſiaſm or partial 
hiſtorians have deified; for this reaſon, I ſhall have a moſt 
vigilant eye upon the actions of Lewis XII. ſurnamed the 
father of the people. Let us fee wether” he merited ſo 
moving and honourable a title. 

I ſhall begin with him from the lpm be had 9 
1 the fate of 1 Tales, Viz, ions the minority of Charles 
The Idea ef 20 ro alty muſt hank greatly tickled his ate, 

7 lution of the States, who, on account of 
his youth, would by no means let him be regent of the king 
dom during the minority of Charles, he would carry his point 
by authority. Provoked at their refuſal, he publiſhes, that | 
being firſt prince of the blood, he had a right to the regency ; 
he would aſſiſt under this title i in council, in parliament, and 


in all municipal aſſemblies; in ſhort, he not only exacted the 


title, but alſo the effective power of that charge. There is 
nothing but ambition or intereſt that could have thus made. 
him exceed the limits of thoſe laws which require obedience 
of every individual, without reſpect to rank or birth; I mean, 
obedience to the general will, without which there i is no law, 
hat the orders of tyrants. _ 5 
Intereſt is ſeldom the charafterithic of the young ; ; 2 OR 
tion, therefore, that paſſion ſo fatal to nations, is the only 
one that remains; but he was, perhaps, actuated by both? 


the remaining a of his life will not 11 5 up that moral pro- 
blem. 


Be as it will, be den his ſword As his brothar-in- : 


1 to obtain;- or becauſe he had not obtained, the e 


of the kingdom. 5 
He retires to the duke of Bretagne, forms a ins with 


ferera fans a and this cane A a war of 157 e which ruined, © 


Wn, 


5 on 
3 
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| the territories of ha duke and his davghter, and colt the lives 
| of thouſands of F renchmen and Bretons. 
Finally, after many maſſacres comes the battle of St. Au- 
bin, Where he is made priſoner and conducted to the big 
tower of Bourges, there kept in cloſe confinement during two 
years, and put in an iron: cage, that had been leſt by the 
father of Charles VIII. Surely, ſo fierce a mind, ſo proud 
a heart and obſtreperous and ambitious a temper « did not an- 
nounce the father r of the people ; this is a conciſe ſummary of 
his conduct before he aſcended the throne': let us now ex- 


amine him as king. He begins by depriving the univerſity | 


of Paris of its privileges, and. ſilences its members by intro- 

f ducing a great number of ſoldiers into the town. This deſ- 
potic act ſavours much of military tyranny, announces that 
be expected obedience, and wo „ e ſu 5 the exiſtence of 
a a body endowed with ſuch privileges as might have hindered 

him from. the exerciſe of that abſolute power he aſpired at. 


We have now ſeen him give proofs of that imperious * 


irritated at every obſtacle, from the minority of Charles VII 
Let us now confider his private character, then take a 
| ſhort ſurvey of his conduct when he was expoſed to the eyes 

of Europe, in his unſucceſsful and inconſiderate wars of Italy, 
which drained the blood and reſources of the French. De 
| feats or victories are always purchaſed at that rate. 


I only know facts to judge from, and put myſelf this 5 


| queſtion : : Can. he be a. good king that is not a good ſon, 
' a good father, a good huſband ? I anſwer in the negative. 
It muſt be owned that Lewis has been far from anſwering. 
theſe qualities. Let us ſee how he went to work to repudiate 
Joan, third daughter of Lewis XI. after a moſt perfect union 
of twenty-ſix years. He had been in love with Anne, 
. widow of Charles VIII. After her huſband's death his paſ- 


ſion revived. ' He: ſought. the friendſhip of pope Alexander 


VI. that wretch blackened with ſo many crimes, polluted 
with rapes, inceſts, poiſons; and murders ; he ſought, I ſay, 


- his friendſhip, to remove the difficulties which that divorce: 


Was attended with. With this intention he ſends ambaſ- 
ſadors to the pope, who, being only deſirous of aggrandizing 
the temporal power of his ſon Cæſar Borgia, then cardinal, 
readily embraces this opportunity to ſhow the king his com- 
placency, and to gain his favour by ſome ſignal ſervice... No 
ſtranger to Lewis's diſpoſition, he concerts his venal meaſures 


to diflolve a tie which religion ought to have made him re- 


ſpect, and which an obſervance of twenty-ſix years ſeemed to 
have ſanctified. Divorce is certainly lawful, but it was not 
1 a pope, l a the. pretended. indifſolubility. of mar- 
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kriage; it Was nöt to a king loaden with prejudices an hun- 
dred times more contrary to moral principles, to believe him- 
"elf free from à yoke which he found heavy, beeauſe this im- 
?ptous pope had pronounced the diſſolution of a ſocial com- 
pact. Be as it will, this is the agreement made between 
them to oppreſs the virtue of a ſpouſe, to contaminate bonds 
Which inclination and habit had rendered fo dear to her, and 
_ "Whoſe diffolution - rent her heart, and coſt her ſo many 
This deteſtable paſtor of the faithful agreed with the king 
For the fam of thirty thouſand ducats, obtained from him a 
Written promiſe, that he would give him aſſiſtance imme- 
diately after the conqueſt of Milan, which he was then pre- 
*paring, to bring under the obedience of the apoſtolic ſee all 
the towns of Romagna, and to give to his abominable ſon 
Cr ſar Borgia, a company of an hundred lances, a penſion 
of twenty thouſand livres, à wife to his liking, and Valence 
in Dauphiny, with the title of duke, oo © 
And ſhould' not ſo ſhameful an agreement diſgrage the 
memory of Lewis XII.! What! father of the people, thou 
giveſt thirty thouſand: ducats, a company of an hundred 
*Jances, a penſion bf 20,000 livres, which, according to the pro- 
greſſion of money, would at preſent, make no leſs than one 
hundred thouſand, a wife to the liking of that inceſtuous 
"cardinal Borgia, and the dutchy of Valentinois ! 'what are all 
theſe impious preſents for? That the pope might put his 
facrilegious ſeal in the oy of the people upon a cruel and 
illegal dereliftion. Ah! Lewis XII. I apprehend enthuſiaſm 
has been too laviſh of praiſes to. thee. Finally, let us ſee 
what proceedings were adopted to diſſolve a marriage which 
rendered Joan of France completely wretched for ever. 
Four cauſes were alledged to annul the marriage of Lewis; 
1ſt, Parentage in the fourth degree; 2dly. The ſpiritual af- 
finity arifing from Lewis XII. having been gödſon to Lewis 
XI. Joan's father; 3dly. The pretended compulſory . means 
taken by Lewis XI. to force Lewis XII. to that marriage; 
Athly. The want of conſummation. The three firſt eauſes are 
impertinent; the third, done away by the contract, wherein 
it is expreſſed, that the king at the requeſt of Mary of Cleves, 
_ *duchels of Orleans, was/graciouſly pleaſed to grant Joan of 
France, his daughter, to Neri duke of Orleans. The va- 
lidity of the fourth cauſe'may be judged from the extract of 
the proceſs verbal of this divorce; which is entitled, - 
Proces verbal of Philip, cardinal of Luxemburgh, biſhop bf 
Mans; of Lewis, biſhop of Alby, and Ferdinandus, epiſcopus 
ſeptenſis de Ceuta, commiſſaries by two bulls — = ; 
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der VI. inſerted reſpecting the cauſe of the diſſolution of 
the marriage of Lewis XII. and Joan of France, with the 
{ſentence of the commiſſaries aforefaid, by which, from the 
evidence of a great number of witneſſes, who ſubſtantiate, 
that the king, then only duke of Orleans, had been com- 
pelled and forced. by the menaces of Lewis XI. and Charles 
VIII. to conſent to the faid marriage; that the. ſaid Joan 
was impotent; quod gſſet a neturd imperfetta, rorpore vitiata et 
enalificiata, non apta dire, and that they were couſins in the 
fourth degree, they declare the ſaid marriage as void, grant 
His majeſty power to marry 2 iow i) ing o butlon: 
The ſuit was begun at Tours the 18th of : Auguſt, by the 
fulmination of the firſt bulls. The 29th of the ſame month, 
Anthony de VEtang, doctor of laws, made his complaint and 
ſued for che diſſolution of the king's marriage before the com- 
miſſaries. He ſaid, after having urged the cauſes of paren - 
tage and ſpiritual affinity, that the queen was corpore vitiata 
et moleſciata, non apta vir, ſiegue non potuiſſet et nan palſet con- 
cipere ſemen virile ſecundum congruentiam nature recipere; ime 
a viro intra clauſtra puderis naturaliter  cognoſcig prout ex aſpectu 
Jui judicari poterit ; unde cum prætenſum matri monium tfſet contre 
fines es bong. mairimonii, ac intentionem principalem eius non 
tenliit ipſo jure; and that of coùrſe, the marriage, was quite 
void and invalid. fs . al lt gin i ii 
The queen, aſſiſted by her counſellors, anſwered in her 
the 6th of September, that parentage in 
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4 40 ide jure nan prefumitur per muligrem violenter extorta; and 
that the king did come to ſee her. at Lignieres; bert made 
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ih ſe er lere conjugali ſurgeret, Pluries dixit er 7 Jacdavi! com 
2 2 quod necgſſe habebat bibere, et jentare, to quod ipſam ter 
aut quater | cognoverat en aliter, dicendv verbis gallicts: Tam 
very dry, becauſe * 1 1 AHA * 
* * * that the king had done it ever ſince the death of 
Lewis XI. that he had never made an. complaint about his 
marriage before the States at Tours; that he could not ſay 
feat had been his motive, becauſe he complained of mal- ad- 
miniſtration of public affairs in the preferice of the parlia- 
ment, the univerſity and municipality of Paris; that he re- 
volted againſt Charles VIII. and that ever ſince he had lived 
in conjugal union with her; that ſhe ſhould not be looked 
upon as ſterile, as there were many women neither handſomer 
nor better ſhaped than ſhe, who had borne children; hence ſhe 
inferred that the king's demand was groundleſs, and 7 8 _ 
ria e manifeſtly good and valid. 2 a 
he king in his reply made oſs of a Ky of Mittig, 
Pea; which convinced nobody, and charaQerize he 
- falſehood of the want of <conſurmation, which: che queen 
proved, pro. ſuo clypeo tam reiteratis vicibus. The king ſaid he 
Had done it by way of dfſſimulation, and for the ſake of domeſ- 
tic peace. Beſides thoſe pitiful anſwers,” he refuſed to aver 
upon oath, what he had directed his procurator to fay. The 
queen always truſting in the ſanctity of an oath, would make 
him abide by the truth of her cauſe, perſiſted in exacting it; 
at laſt, ſeeing how injurious his 'conftart refuſal might be to 
His defign, he determined to take oath and deny formally all 
the queen had ſaid, What cruel inferences muſt be drawn 
from ſo many Fringed inſt the veracity of Lewis! 
Joan affirmed that er or the had ſaid was ſtrictly true. 
he reader ought to judge e her and Lewis XII. either 
of. them muſt be 1 80 of perjur The conduct of Joan, 
prior to this ſuit, her ſubſequent The, the modeſty and timi- 
dity of her diſpoſition; in ſhort, every thing does evidently 
prove her having been facrificed, oppreſfed, overwhelmed 85 8 
the power of Lewis. | 
His ſhameful agreement with Alerindet VI. that exebru- | 
| ple vicar of jeſus Chriſt, his diſgraceful convention with his 
.  abominable ſon, whom” he introduced into France; thoſe 
thirty thouſand ducats, that company of an hundred 1 
that penſion of twenty thouſand livres; finally, te fill the 
meaſure, a wifel to the wiſhes of that inceſtuons cardinal, 
that infamous inhabitant of Sodom, that: poiſoner, that R. 
tricide, that barbarous Borgia. Ali thefe iniquities Will 
make wiſe men take e ng and Tae" for ever the me- 
Oy of Lewis XII. TH n en 8 
| ; | ISO; 


above- atF for the war in Italy. Bur he wounded Frane 
mort deeply chan a momentary augmentation: of taxes cou 
ave done,” in ſelling by auctiön alt the offices under goveri 
mem, WH fetched iel WHlcl | | 
n hat'Yar, as unforttrtigte, and pertiaps as mad aud unjuſt as 
the”"cruſades. He commeiiced' this vile traffic, which was 
Earriefl' oni by Francis I. and others equally unworthy of 
He ſaffers himſelf to be involved in the. rainous war by 
the pope, Borgia, the cardinal of St. Peter in the Chains, 
Trivulce, and all thoſe Italians, who, for their own private 
intereſts, pointed out its pretended advantages: I ſhall not 
take upon me the grievous. talk of enumerating the treaſons 
and ſavage maſſacres which it occaſioned; the account of 
ſieges, battles, public murdets; and aſſaſſinations, are not the 
deſign of the preſent work. I find it ſufſicient to prove that 
bafe hiſtorians, venal panegyriſts, and flaves, have been ee - 
ſtaſled wit . 
ferife and all! T 
blood of their ſubjects, and whom poſterity will 
falſe titles of glory. ; 


> 
As 


France muſt accuſe of boring uſel@iy pile the 
y their 


What an advantage to France, to have had a king whoſe 


cities of Italy with his dominions ! how muc dier can 
fuch an acquiſition make each individual or the whole body 


ambition made him unite Milan, Naples, ous and ſeveral 


of the people! I can ſee nothing in thoſe enterprizes but 


_ Extravagatice, and notorious crimes. committed by command 
of a king, a man, an individual armed with the ſtrength of 
his feflow-creatures, What, ſhall this monarch, this Lewis 
XII. for having ſpilt the blood of thouſands, and by a de- 
. blindneſs, engaged his ſubjects to Join in bloody 

ght againſt the inhabitants of Naples, Milan, and Sicily, 
be called the Father of the people! can a father butcher his- 
children ! „„ e 
So many fraudulent agreements, ſo many ſcandalous tranſ- 

actions between Lewis XII. and Alexander IV. Borgia his 


fon, and pope Julius II. who, to reward him, does excommu- | 


nicate him after all: in a word, all his life gives us a notion 


of his genius, principles, and virtues, very different from 


that which- ought to be entertained of a man that may þear 


the ſurname of the Father of the People. No, deluded pegple, | 
I appeal to hiſtory, he never was your father. Nevertheleſs, 


I own that the vices of Lewis XII. are perhaps the 2 of 
his tation of king, of that maſs of power, which ſo ſtrongly 
- Excites abuſe ; and had he bo ſome ſimple, private perſon, 


ines or Vide? — 67 
Hei uch praifed fof Having only levied ſmall taxis, 


| frncaciife ſume, which Pete expended 


A the prefended virtues of kings, whom men of 


happier can 
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he might, perhaps have been a ed man; but facts. do ſpeak, 


7 could not conceal them. I found incumbent on me to ſay, 
iat he who ſports with the life of citizens, that the igno- 
nt barbarian who even 1 es not think that his triumphs and 
defeats draw equally t tears from the eyes of humanity, does 
only deſerve the name of a public: lathn; every congueror 
deſerves but the horror, feel and hatred, of injured 


nations. Are an hundred leagyes of inanimate ground worth 
dne living being ? Is the whole globe, wild and unc tivated, 

worth the hand which makes it fecund? No, the debe 
man of e alone! is 8 the uniyerle... Ho 
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Wirz ar! radts nation. do I ſee? this mY ſo ele ex- 
tolled by ſervile and partial writers; in the firſt days 
of his reign 10. makes that /imonical contract with pope Leo 
K. commonly called the Concordate; theſe political and re- 
Bgious tyrants were combined to rob the people, to deprive 
them of their rights. This lewd and ſcandalous pope grants, 
gives to Francis I. the right of appointing biſhops and ab- 
bots, who were formerly elective; and the latter, in return, 
nts to Leo, for perpetuity, the firſt year's revenues of all 
the benefices in the kingdom, a rei e d right known by 
the appellation of annates. What contempt of the nation, 
what raſhneſs could induce Francis and Leo to give to one ano- 
ther what their ſhameful avarice could not obtain otherwiſe . 
than by uſurpation ? One dities. the nation, one is almoſt 
po voked againſt the people who ſuffer themſelves to be 
1 Wound and riffed by a barbarous king and. 2 diſſolute | 
prieft; who ſold his indulgencies by! auction. 
It was in this reign the prelates and prieſts diſplayed, the 
wealth of their dioceſes at court, and ſpent the time due to 
the care of their churches, in the ſplendors and ſcandals of 
which Francis gave them the example; the nobility quitted 
their eſtates, Tuined themſelves by dreſs and feaſts, became 
poor, and of courſe dependent on thoſe caprices, favors, 
and prodigalities of the court, which are Aer paid by the 
une, peaſant. * | 
Francis is alfo charged with perhaps more than a million 
gf iniquities, committed on account of the vendibleneſs of 
guridical offices, of which he made a trade, as revolting as it 
_ was: 8222 and diſgraceful. This crime corrupted. the Judge 
| who 


KINGS or FRANCE. . gg 
who. ought to bt incorniptible, and ruined ſo many N 
families. Every one that had gold becàme a judge, -andifel 
his office again to another. This King, chis avaricions-ſ 
derer, has produced all the evils with which cove el 
rapacity, deſigning and ctuel chicane haue overwhel 


France ever ſinee bis reign .- „ 203 11.3 ct 269 1 
Francis ſtands confeſſed one: of \ thoſe kings who” have 


| brought the moſt dreadful. calamities upon the nation; it iS | 


he who firſt lighted-the torch of fanaticiſm,, which kindled 
and conſumed the towns. One cannot read without hed 
ding tears, the horrors and frightful cruelties exerciſed in'alk. 


the ſouth of France: the parliament of Provence. ſignalized. 


itſelf by raſhneſs and barbarity. In this reign the eartſt Wa 
deluged with the blood: of the French Lutherans. The 
hangmen were conſtantly employed in burning and mangling 
poor wretches, whoſe only guilt was to have offered n 
prayers to God in a language which they underſtood. | A 
baſe tyrant of opinions, yu degrades man, oppreſſes the li- 
berty of he e and yet bears the title of the reſtorer of 


literature! Pays mercileſs egotiſt, the love of | literature 
en 


would have: ſoftened: thy manners, thou wouldſt have ſpared 
the unfortunate Lutherans, whom thou haſt cauſed to e 
burnt, mangled, and.quartered. --- bt 
What ſhall I ſa his private atrocities,: of the tows ſoit 
which. he made Jad the conſtable of Bourbon, a law ſuit that 
was followed by his xuin, and on account of which, being a 
widower, he {lighted; the propoſals, of — made to him 
by Louiſa, mother to the king. KM ue en 
Thoſe tyrants. alwa {thought to do honor to the nuptial 
bed of citizens, hic they polluted. But the huſband of 
the woman known by the name of /a belle Frroniere, was not 
of that opinion; he loved his wife to diſtraction : the king 
paid her viſits, which: diſpleaſed him; he warns him, tries 
remonſtrances, but all in vain. He meditates, executes his 
revenge, goes to a brothel, gets infected with that dreadful 


diſorder whoſe treatment and remedies were then unknown; 


gives it to his wife, who communicates it to the king; ſhe 
dies in a few months; the diſſolute monarch u e ever 
afterwards, and was given up as incurable. 


After having ruined France, deluged Italy with che blood 


of his ſubjects, and. overſpread the furface of the country 
with their bones; after having been taken priſoner at Pavia, 
the following arrangement is made to obtain his reer 


„n is uſeleſs to remind. the reader that the prayers of the Catholics 
and their ritual are e all Latin. 1 : x 205/25 bo * 
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2 I leave the reader to judge whey thoſe three kings, 
is. extravagance bad made them prifoners, viz. Lewis 
and Francis I. did not coſt France the value of a 
5 hin take the trouble to examine their reigns, 
— of. their tanſem, and then make his calculations. 
It mh pn, i fir bo — be yore 
that t © weeks his releaſe, the duchy 0 
Sringunedy,. with all i es, both in the 
hy and: 2 orefaid, to 45 e that —— 
wr & from the demnions of | France, and that he 
N. * all bis rights ta tbe States 22 
furrender the "ſrveregnty of 
717 an the Fubſoquent 5 
tions obliged hin to fend his children as hoftages, who were 
no; tobe delivered till ſeveral years afterwards. 

Their liberty was then to be granted on/theſe cotditions 2 
That the king: faul pay for the deliverance of his children, two 
milhens chownt & gala; viz. twelve hundred thouſand crowns 
when: they /Fould:be at liberty in France; then pledge by way of ſe- 
cuity, _ terrularzes of Mary of TLuremburęb, mother fo the 
dice, of Findome, firuate' in France, Artois, — 
and thoſe of the duke of Meontpenfier, couſtn-german to the — . 7 
aur, ſatuate in: the: countr ies -nbowetnentioned, fot four hundred 
thonſand crowns gf gold redumaòle at a ſtated time; acquit the 
CE ad Zoo Rn: due to the king of England for @ loan, 
and five hundred thawſand crowns more, _ the. aid emperor ac- 
knowledged likewiſe to owe to the king of England ; and moreover 
he fnuld redeem the flower de. _ of gold dat with diamonds, 
and a piccei of the . „ which Phili þ ae be the 
| ay had pledged e owns 
2 — ' the 5 of 


to his eirs, 


; „ eee theſe ns were enormous for thoſe 
Ueber that he put France to the brink of ruin by his in- 

_ experience; drained its refources by his follies and prodiga- 
| lities, and ſet it a. ſcandalous example by his debauchery. 
Jane of Poiftiers obtains her father's will by her proſ- 
titutions Louiſa of Savoy obtains the condemnation of - 
Samblancay. I ſhall not mention the baſe treachery by which - 
be eluded his promiſes, his rhodomontades with Charles V. alk 
that can be averred, is his having been an ignorant barbarian. 
Fhortly before his death, which he carried in his infected 
ws he —_ a. ST of * to the parliament of Pro- 
1 7 2 1 venca. 
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vence, to enforce the execution of nineteen perfons from 
Marindal and Cabrieres. He ordered more than fix thonſand* 
of them to be butchered, without regard to We ſex, ant 
cauſed thirty boroughs'to be burnt to aſhes. The YVaudors, 1 
tribe of provincials, unknown till then, were guilty of no 
other etime, than that of ſaying their prayers. in their own. 
dialect. Sinee three centuries, they had inhabited deſerts 
and mountains, which they had rendered fertile by ineredi- 
| ble labor and toil + their paſtoral and peaceful life retraced 
the, innocence attributed to the Aborigines. , They had — 
other connection with the . towns than that 
bringing their fruits thither for ſale ; they knew nothing of 
law ſuits and war, and made no reſiſtance; they were butchered 
like wild game, like beaſts in an enclofure, He that reads 
thoſe horrors without being moved to pity, is unworthy of 
being a man. The judges and executioners who ſlaughtered 


them are monſters; the king who authoriſed their proceed - 


1 deſerves but the indignation and abhorrence of all ages. 
Loet us conclude this reign ſo full of diſaſters, ſhameful 
prodigalities, injuſtice, perfidy, and ſeandals. Let us enden“ 
vour to quit, as ſoon as poſſible, this gallery of wicked kings, 
vho all eſteemed the people like nought, and conducted th 


deyond mountains to the field of flaughten. The French» 


man that viſits Italy might find, to his aſtoniſhment, the 
| bones of his anceſtors at every ſtep he makes, in the rocks of 
the Alps. He would not need to dig the fourth part of 4 
field in the diſtricts of Milan, Naples, Sicily, all Italy, 


nay, all Europe, without finding helmets, lances, armors, | 


buried with unhappy men, who for nothing ſuffered. death, 
by order of a king, a madman, a tyrant,  _ 
Francis I. was a diſſolute h ite, a /monical, ſacrilegi- 
ous robber of the rights of the church, or rather of thoſe 
of the nation, a corrupter of prelates, nables, and judges; 
extravagant, perfidious, faithleſs in his promiſes, a ſquanderer 
of the public reſources, and a baſe barbarian. It is his diſ= 
loyal hand that ſet fire to the ſtakes, and erected the gibbets 
and ſcaffolds, on which ſo many unhappy people expired for- 
their opinions during two. centuries. A fon equally falſe, 
deſpotical, and barbarous, ſucceeds him. LO 


* ary 


HENRY II. 
2 Bifty-fourth King. * 
. HE begins his reign by edicts againſt ſwearers and blaſphe- 

1 mers; we have already obſerved, that blaſphemiers were 
FAS LE | treated 


* | THE CRIMES or THE 


treated like thoſe guilty of the crime of leze-· majeſiy. He au- 
thoriſed duels by ordaining that between Jarnac and la Cha- 
taigneray. And thoſe cruel extravagancies are called judge - 
ments of. God. Barbarous fool, who taught thee that ſteel 
or fire would ſerve the innocent and deſtroy the guilty ? T 
would be aſhamed to expatiate upon thoſe abſurd ſuperſti- 


tions, which were not known till all knowledge diſappeared 
and was buried beneath the ruins of Greece and Rome; when 


WO OE — — we * — — —— - 


+ ev 


Jet notwithſtanding the inſurrection againſt deſpots never 
geaſes to be a virtue. Francis of Lorrain, duke of Aumale, 
was, ſent to Saintonge, behaved mildly. and quelled the in- 
Jurgents. The conſtable of Montmorenci, ſent into Gui- 
enne, behaved like che general of a deſpot; he entered Bor- 
deaux, diſarmed the people, took and burnt all the titles, 
charters, and privileges of the inhabitants, broke the parlia- 
ment, took the bells from the ſteeples, and made periſh in the 
moſt;dreadful torments the ringleaders of the rebellion. This 
abſurd tyrant, who had not perhaps the leaſt grain of good 
ſenſe, pretends to control the mind; he eſtabliſhes: an ex- 
traordinary chamber againſt the Lutherans of the kingdom, 
and forms a league againſt the emperor with the German pro- 
Teſtants. Could raſhneſs and contempt of opinion ever be 
carried farther ? The dungeons of France were crammed 
With Lutherans, and the earth embrued with their blood. 
The deteſtable court made it an entertainment to contemplate 

Their ſufferings. In 1548, a general proceſſion was made at 
Paris to the cathedral of Notre-Dame, where the king af- 

fiſted; after the uſual ceremonies of worſhip, a conſiderable 
number of proteſtants.were burnt alive-on-the place de Greve ; 

. this is the exceſs of barbarity exerciſed upon thoſe unhapp 
beings. They were tied with an iron chain to a beam which 
moved like a ſwipe, and thus plunged into a live-coal fire, 

and this infernal machine riſing, ſeyeral times, made them 

E Vormante, ; The Barna Frcs ane. 
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ſhricks of one of thoſe deplorable victims had ſuch an effeth | 


upon the king's atrocious ſoul, as to ſtrike him with terror 
- aft Hiy fete e 


This terror, theſe frightful images which came to diſturb Ke 


him in the midſt of the pleaſures of his eruel and licentious 
court, did not render him better; his whole reign is ſtaihed 


with the blood which was ſhed-on the public places; there 


was nothing but ftakes and executions to be ſeen. The du- 
cheſs of Valentinois, that ſuperannuated and avaricious miſ- 


treſs of the king, profiting by the confiſcation of the pro- 


perty of proteſtants, like a —_ rouzed him every moment 
to commit freſh: cruelties: that lewd, old, and blood= 
thirſty hag demanded. their 'death as the reward of thoſe 
criminal favors ſhe was ſo profuſe of to the king and his 
ſervants. No proteſtant ſtoed in his defence in this reign af 
iron and braſs. M Ones 
In vain would it be to mention his wars in Italy and Ger- 
many to prove how little he cared for the lives of his ſub» 
jects; the horrible puniſhments of the French prateſtants 
ſlaughtered by thouſands on the public places before his ere 
eyes, are ſufficient proofs. He promiſed, by the moſt terrible 
oaths, to ſee Ann Dubourg burnt, | immediately after the 


nuptial ceremonies of his daughter and ſiſter; but death ins | 


terrupted his infernal project. 


He was killed in a tournament, the laſt of his extravagant | 


and dangerous. diverſions.” Francis II. his fon, ſucceeded 
im at ſixteen years of age „ 


"ad 
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. Fifty-pfth King. „ 3 
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Hs feeble prince, whoſe reign will fortunately laſt but 


between fifteen and fixteen months, will appear to have 
ſpilt too much blood in ſo ſhort a period. The torments of 
above one thouſand of *proteſtants, and of Ann Dubourg, 


made the perſecuted have reeburſe to arms, their ſe having 


increaſed under the blaze of murderous fires, and under the 


axe of executioners; rage replaced patience: they imitated 


the cruelties of their enemies. Nine civit wars will break 
out in the kingdem; a peace ſtill more fatal than war, will 
| 2 time to fanaticiſm, diſeord, and eruelty, to unite and 
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of vete- 
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N 


Maugiron enters Valence with ſixteen companies 
rans, waſhes-the ſtreets with blood, ranſacks and 1 


15220 


ake their fatal torches all over the kingdom. ; 
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without without regard 20 age of ſex, and eats: the 
unfortunate znhabitants like thoſe of a cit taken by ſto 


by. the moſt blood-thirſty ſoldiers; » Monte imart undergoes l 


# cruel a calamit pe 
Tze project o introducing the inguiſition is ftarted, and 
neets with the open of the privy council; but the 
Fhancellor of the hoſpital, the only virtuods man, *p- 
es it, . 
a” intricate is, the ſeries of 3 intrigues, perks 
e 25 e, in this diſaſtrous reign, that t 
Ih woyld be loſt in deſpondency, and. not foreſee the un- 
Tayelling of this horrid tragedy, had it not been preſerved in 
the annals of tige. ; 
Finally, after the condemnation of the prince de Conde, 
Auring the curſed intrigues of the Guiſes and Catherine de 
edi, the king dies, and leaves the kingdom a prey to 
fanaticiſm and ambition, covered with the cloak of religion. 
25 death preſerved the life of Condé, whoſe execution had 
e aa e The heart of Francis had already been 
dlepr ed by his uncles and mother; the germs of ferocity 
they bad planted in it, began to deyelope with greater 
2 5 but his brother —why cannot his dreadful reign be ef- 


faced in hiftory ! I proceed Ruderingthey are but ries 
2 have to enumerate. Es 


CHARLES KI. 
F1fty-fixth King.” 


THERE are monſters whoſe mere names inſpire with 3 

ror and deteſtation, and whoſe crimes, tranſmitted with 
aſtoniſhment from age to age, would reach, after fixty cen- 
Tyries, the of remote generatioris nr the aid of 
iftory. Such are thoſe of Charles IX. of whom { cannot 
ſpeak et wo 46 farioking with horror. 

I march over a thouſand ſcaffolds, gihbets, and Rakes; 1 
march through cities and hole prayinces entirely laid in 
aſhes, left to famine, deſpair, rape, and all the attempts of 
he moſt licentious ſoldiers. Never ſo many evils over- 

ed at once this unhappy nge never atrocities were 

— complicated and barbaroug. 11 rey L thoſe. com- 
ms: by ambition and fanaticiſm, fatal council of 

ice till our timesg. ang ſee that this reign can balance the 

twelve ages 975 iniquity that are i re The reader will 

dot of ** e al. dhe horrors committed by 


_ order 
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bedr af this abominable king; it would require a Whole vo- 
ume, Which would be devoured with terror and 2 and 
moiſtened with tears; but this enumeration, too dilatory and 
diſmal, exceeds the plan of this work. I ſhall confine myſelf 
to a great ſketch of the principal actions of his life; they 
will prove as all the other reigns, that nothing but exceſſive 


raſhneſs can have rendered ſacred, as a point of conſtitution, - 


the hereditary ſucceſſion and ſacregneſs of thoſe kings who 
haye.every-one violated the moſt ſacred rights of the nation, 
What! - ſhall the people put a ſword in the hand of an indi- 
_ vidual to protect them, and he barbarouſly ſtrike thoſe. that 
3 him, without their having a right to wreſt it from 
im? Shall they not ſtrike off his guilty head, and ſuffer 
themſelves to be patiently ſacrificed? Who is the madman, 
the 2 and cruel legiſlator, that can propoſe a law ſo cru- 
elly ridiculous? Well, Frenchmen! it has been ſangtioned 
by our - Areopagus, in which ſome: knowledge and civie zeal 
is to be ſeen, but whoſe majority is wholly vicious, and of- 
fers but corruption, the avidity of flaves, the ignorance and 
barbarity of the Welch, Huns, and-Vandals,..  —_ 
The beginnings of this reign, ſo much contaminated with 
crimes, are ſpent. in intrigues, cabals, artifices, perfidies, aſ- 
ſaſſinations, private and general maſſaeres of the proteſtants 


at Paris, Senlis, Amiens, Abbeville, Meaux, Chalons, 
Troyes, d' Aurillac, Moulins, Bar- ſur-Seine, Eperna 
d' Auxerre, Montargis, Gien, Nevers, Corbigny, Iſſoudun, 


þ 


95 Sens, 
Mans, Vendome, Angers, de Craon, Blois, Tours, Poic- 


tiers, Rouen, Valogne, Bordeaux, &c. Finally, dreadful 
laughter ſpread from one end of the kingdom to the other; 
and to the eternal ſhame of magiſtracy, the parliament of Pa- 


Tis iſſued an edict in 1563, permitting the murder of the pro- 
teſtants whereſoe ver they ſhould be found; an atrocious de- 
cree, which cauſed them to be flain without danger, without 


pity, as without remorſe. The men periſhed by fire or 7 


Word; their wives and daughters were firſt raviſhed, after- 
wards hanged, drowned, or maſſacred. Their inteſtines 
were opened, children half formed pulled from them, then 
the hearts plucked out, and the catholics, with implacable 
ſerocity, lacerated the bodies with their teeth; in a word, 
parents were againſt parents, fathers immolated their ſons, 
ee were tainted with the bload of brothers; the monks 
aud prieſts ſlaughtered themſelves thoſe hapleſs victims. 


This execrable edict expreſſed, Fall upon the prote/lants,. | 


wen the bells give the alarm, and upon all thoſe fuſpetted, hows 


ever little, of the proteſiant religion, and was publithed every: 


Sunday in the places within the juriſdiction of the parlia- 
R e LE . 
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ment. It put a dagger in the hands of all vagabonds, idlers, 
debauchees, and thie ves biyow 115; „ 240 
Ibe parliament of Thoulouſe alſo diſtinguiſhed itſelf by 
its abfurd fury. It commands, Fall upon the protęſtants, with 
the conſent of the pope, "the king, and the court. Then the maſ- 
ſacre was dreadful, men, r nas. glrls, children, none were 
in d TER £623 htc; 
| E fall net depict the crimes of Catharine de Medicis, of 
the Guiſes, the cardinal of Lorrain, and ſo many others; I 
Mall only confine myſelf to the crimes of the kings: I ſhall 
not mention ſo many edicts of paci ficatibn iſſued, violated; 
revoked with ſo much perfidy and cruelty, Tremble, reader, 
the horrors you have ſeen are nothing to thoſe that will 
follow. e e | > | itn u 01 r 
Charles IX. his mother, his council, ſeeing the pro- 
teſtants riſing again, as it were, from their aſnes, thought 
it in their power to exterminate them with one blow. All 
was contrived, and the ſnares being laid, an advantageous 
peace was propoſed to them by the king. Coligny, tired of 
civil war, accepted it with eagerneſs; Charlies, to do away 
the leaſt idea of ſuſpicion, gives his ſiſter in marriage to 
young Henry of Navarre. Joan d Albert, deceived by theſe 
treacherons appearances, comes to court with her ſon Co- 
Iigny and all the chiefs of the proteſtants. The nuptials 
were celebrated with great pomp; every civility, every aſſu- 
rance of: friendſhip, / every proteſtation was laviſhed by the 
perjurious king. The court ſeemed dec Nee with 
maſquerades, games, feaſts, and pleaſures. At laſt comes the 
eve of St. Bartholomew. The king, the queen dowager, the 
dukes of Anjou, Nevers, Retz, and Tavannes, held their laſt 
council in the palace of the Thuillieries in the afternoon, 
and the general maſſacre of the proteſtants was unanimouſly: | 
reſolved. But it was debated, whether or not the king of 
Navarre ſnhould be included in the generat: proſcription; and 
the preſervation of this life was due to. the dreadful policy of 
that deteſtable court: the alarm bell rings at St. Germain 
PAuxerrois. The fignal of the maſſacre was given Auguſt 
24th, 1572, at twelve o'clock at night, the wakejof St. Bar- 
tholomew, as ſoon as the eloek of the palace proclaimed 
midnight. Between two and three in the morning knocks 
are given on the door of admiral Coligny. Coſſeins, one of 
the aſſaſfins, ſtabs him that opens it, breaks the doors of the. 
apartments: the admiral, ſtarted by the tumult, leapt from 
his bed. Beſmes, an old ſervant of the duke of Guiſe, enters 
the chamber at the head of eight aſſaſſins, and ſtabs the ad- 
miral in the breaſt and acroſs the face ; another aſſaſſin, — . 
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the name of Aria; fires a piſts] oy his body. Guile, 


who was awaiting: for his victim in t! d, 
be throw out of the window: the villains comply, the bod 

falls to his feet; Guiſe wiping the blood from the admiraPl's 
face, L nom him, ſays he, it is na he; courage, com- 


panions, theſe are happy beginnings; let us ſeek the others, it is the 


Pd 


king's pleaſure, 


- The aſſaſſins mutilate him moſt ſhamefully; an Italian, 
ſervant to the duke of Nevers, cuts off his head, brings it td 
the king and Medicis, who ſent it embalmed to the pope, and 
to cardinal de Lorrain, as a manifeſt proof of the death of their 
enemy. His houſe is plundered, his domeſtics. maſſacred; 
all his friends in Paris attacked : men, women, and children, 
all are butchered, and the ftreets filled with corpſes. The 


prieſts with a crucifix in one hand and a dagger in the other, 


run at the head of the murderers, encouraging them in the 
name of God, to ſpare neither parents nor friends. The 
ſtreets reſound with the claſhing of arms, the noiſe of horſes 
and muſkets, the lamentable groans of the dying, the voice 


of men / begging mercy and their lives, and the relentleſs 


howls of the murderers, * 


The palace of Charles, that fierce aſſaſſin of Xe whole 
nation, was one of the principal theatres of deſtruction; for 


the king of Navarre lodged in the Louvre, and all his do- 
meſtics were proteſtants; ſoine were killed in bed with their 
wives, others took flight quite naked, and were butchered by 


the ſoldiers upon all the ftairs of the palace, and to the Wy : 


antichamber of the royal monſter who commanded all theſe 


aſſaſſinations. The young ſpouſe: of Henry of Navarre, 


awoke by this-frightful tumult, anxious about her huſband's 


ſafety and her own, ſeized with horrror, leaps ſuddenly out 


of her bed to go and implore the pity of that bloody tiger. 
No ſooner her chamber door was open than ſome of her pro- 
teſtant ſervants run into it for refuge; the ſoldiers purſued 
them, and killed one of thoſe ill fated men who had hid him- 


ſelf beneath her bed; two others were run through with 
haalberds at hier feet, and their blood -guſhed upon her. 


But ſeveral of theſe unfortunate men fled towards the 
river; and ſome ſwam over it to reach the diſtri of St. Ger- 


main, and, what would almoſt be ineredible, were it not * 
fact as true and averred, as it is horrible, is, the king's firing 


upon them with a blunderbuſs from one of the windows of 
his palace. The marſhal de T½% had ſeen in his youth, 
a nobleman upwards of an hundred years old, who had been 
at a very early period of life in the guards of Charles IX. he 
aſked him reſpecting the maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, and 
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if it was true that the king fired upon the proteſtants: Sir, 
anſwered the old man, I myſelf did load bis gun. 
. Catharine de Medicis, tranquil amidſt her deteſtable court, 
amidſt that ſlaughter, beheld it from a bajcony, encouraged. 
the murderers, and laughed to hear the groans of the dying, 
. * of thoſe that were on the point of being ſa- 
Crince | | ROS > 
] ſhall excite Al the indignation of the reader, by infor- 
ming him that Charles, after having murdered the admiral, 
was ſo baſe as to accuſe him of a conſpiracy again his perſon, 
againſt his. mother, brothers, and the ſtate; he was ſo au- 
dacious as to own. thoſe maſſacres to be lawful and neceſſary 


to his preſerv atio. ä 
The admiral's body was ſuſpended with an iron chain, by 
the feet, on a gibbet, at Montfaucon; the king himſelf went 
to behold that horrid ſpectacle; one of his baſe courtiers, ad · 
viſing him to retire as the corpſe ſmelled bad, he anſwered ; 
The body of an enemy ſmells. always well, Vitellius had e 
the ſame anſwer in the plain where Otho had been defeated. 
Never proſeription more perfidious, more daſtardly, rapid, 
and barbarons, was executed by al} the monſters, whoſe 
frightful memory has been tranſmitted to us by hiſtory, He 
dared to declare on the 25th of Auguſt, in open parliament, 
before the members aſſembled, that all the horrors com- 
mitted in Paris, had been exerciſed by his command; and 
Chriſtopher de Th'ou, firſt preſident, praiſed his »oyal zeal 


in the name of the whole houſe. © SEE, le] 

After fo many atrocities and murders, this king, that but- 
cher of his people, ordains an extraordinary jubilee, and ge- 
neral proceſſions, which he aſſiſted with the queen, his bro; 
thers, and bis iniquitous court, to thank God for all bis mira- 
eulaus ſucceſs in extirpating the heretics / The maſſacre and 
villanous proceedings againſt Coligny had rendered the 
French name abominable all over Europe; to tincture them 
with an appearance of juſtice, pains were taken to make Bri- 
quemant and. Cavan, two moſt reputable friends of the ad · 
miral, ſign that they, in concert with him, had formed a 
- conſpiracy againſt the king, the queen dowager, and the king 
of Navarre; and their pardon, as may naturally be ſuppoſed, 
was promiſed them; but they would by no means diſhonor 
themſelves by ſuch a deteſtable impoſture: Fe /hall never 
accuſe, ſaid they, the innocent of fo dreadful. a cahemny.; and the 
king's commiſſianers ſeeing they could not extort from them 
this falſe confeſſion, they were ordered by the court to con» 
finement, and hanged as traitors the 25th of October, in the 


2 
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den of the king, of Catharine de K her two other 
ſons, and the king of Navarre. -* 

At laſt, the year after; the maſſacre, of St. 8 
he had the deteſtable ſatisfaction to ſee his threats accom- 
pliſned: I will make them, faid he, devour one another. 


The roth of June, at the ſiege of Sancerre, a poor vintner 
and his wife, enraged with | iger, devoured their child, | 
about three years old, | 
Finally, this monſter, whoſe birth: is See to nature, | 


draws, to his end. Catharine de Medicis and the duke of 
„ his brother, are accuſed of having given him the 
poiſon. "which aflited him with that dreadful ok Fforder, * 
baffled al? the art of phyficians. He ſtruggled two 
with the real or pretended effects of poiſon. His bloo 
always running, and forced its way through the pores of h his 
ſkin. Some time before his death the furies tormented him: 
he felt tortures, the ſtings of remorſe, was caſt down in de- 
ſpair, and the manes of thoſe whoſe blood he himſelf had 


ſpilt or cauſed to be ſpilt, appeared before his eyes. He ſaw | 
but” eternal vengeance riſe againſt him; no remedy, no par- 


don, for ſo many crimes and atrocities. At laſt, after a con- 
ſiderable diſcharge of blood through his pores, during the 


two laſt weeks of his life, this murderer of his ſubjects 


gives up his curſed ghoſt, on a: ſumptuous bed, and is car- 
ried with great funeral pomp to the tomb of his anceſtors, 
whereas the virtuous Coligny, after having been maſſacred 
by his command, is hanged with an iron chain on the gallows 


* Montfaucon. Ah! ſhall J not fee: the juſtice of the 


cople ſeize thoſe unworthy tyrants, who difgrace the tomb 


Rick: 'encloſes their pulverized: bones! ſhall I not ſee the 
cola of Charles IX. taken from among the kings, dragged 


with indig nation upon all the public places, with a herald of 
the people at the head of the convoy, loading him, in their 
name, with execrations! ſhall I not him ſee dragged to the 


banks of the Seine, where he fired upon the unhappy pro- 
teſtants, then left, and thrown with horror in the waves 


which he once bined with innocent blood ! ſhall T never 


fee all tyrants and deſpors who diſgraced the throne, treated 
in the ſame manner! it would, perhaps, be the means to ter- 


ber. kings who defire to imitate their villanies; but, 


till e e, of the people ſhall have paſſed a lar 


akin Frans as liable to loſe their head on a ſcaffold as 
the lea of citizens, we muſt not hope to ſearch the ſe- 


pulehres of the kings, to accuſe their worthleſs duſt, to ſtir | 
HENRY | 


their . — | 
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if it was trus that the king fired upon the proteſtants: Sir, 
anſwered the old man, myſelf did load bis gum 

. Catharine de Medicis, tranquil amidſt her detaſtable court, 
' amidſt that ſlaughter, beheld it from a bajcony, encouraged 
the murderers, and laughed to hear the groans of the dying, 
w_ 1 cries of thoſe that were on the point of being 
crince | | | | N EY 

I ſhall excite Al the indignation of the reader, by infor- 

ming him that Charles, after having murdered the admiral, 
was {o baſe as to accuſe him of a conſpiracy again his perſon, 
againſt his. mother, brothers, and the ftate ; he. was fo au- 
dacious as to own. thoſe maſſacres to be lawful and neceſſary 
% A . 
The admiral's body was ſuſpended with an iron chain, by 
tte feet, on a gibbet, at Montfaucon; the king himſelf went 
to behold that horrid ſpectacle; one of his baſe courtiers, ad · 
viſing him to retire as the corpſe ſmelled bad, he anſwered ; 
The body of an enemy ſmells always well, Vitellius had given 
the ſame anſwer in the plain where Otho had been defented. 
Never proſeription more perfidious, more daſtardly, rapid, 
and barbarons, was executed by all the monſters, whoſe 
frightful memory has been tranſmitted to us by hiſtory. He 
dared to declare on the 23th of Auguſt, in open parliament, 
before the members aſſembled, that all the horrors com- 
mitted in Paris, had been exerciſed by his command; and 

Chriſtopher de Th'ou, firſt preſident, praiſed his reyal zeal 
in the name of the whole houſe. %%% oO VESG $ilT 
After fo many atrocities and murders, this king, that but- 
cher of his people, ordains an extraordinary jubilee, and ge- 
neral proceſſions, which he aſſiſted with the queen, his bro+ 
thers, and his iniquitous court, to thank (God for all bis mira- 
eulaus ſucceſs in extirpating the heretics The maſſacre and 
villanous proceedings againſt Coligny had rendered the 
French name abominable all over Europe; to tincture them 
with an appearance of juſtice, pains were taken to make Bri- 
quemant and Cavan, two moſt reputable friends of the ad+ 
miral, ſign that they, in concert with him, had formed a 
conſpiracy againſt the king, the queen dowager, and the king 
of Navarre ; and their pardon, as may naturally be ſuppoſed, 
was promiſed them; but they wonld by no means 1 | 
themſelves by ſuch a deteſtable impoſture: Ve hall never 
accuſe, ſaid they, the innocent of fo dreadful.a calumny; and the 
king's commiſhaners ſeeing they could not extort from them 
this falſe confeſhan, they were ordered by the court to con- 
finement, and hanged as traitors the 27th of October, in the 
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* of the king, of Catharine de Medicis her two other 
ſons, and the king of Navarre; / 


At laſt, the year aſter the — of St. ae 5 
he had the deteſtable ſatisfaction to ſee his threats accom- 


pliſned: I will make them, faid he, devour ene another. 
The rgth of June, at the fie of Sancerre, a poor vintner 


and his wife, enraged with Ser, devoured their "child, | 


about three years old. . 

Finally, this monſter, whole births is a Acres to nature, 
draws to his end. Catharine de Medicis and the duke of 
Anjou, his brother, are accuſed of having given him the 

poi fon vieh afflicted him with that dreadful ot Herder, Ry 
baffled alk the art of phyſicians. He firuggled two 
with the real or pretended effects of - poiſon, His bloo — 
always running, and forced its way through the pores of his 
ſkin. Some time before his death the furies tormented him: 
he felt tortures, the tings of remorſe, was caſt down in de- 
ſpair, and the manes of thoſe whoſe blood he himſelf had 
ſpit or cauſed to be ſpilt, appeared before his eyes. He ſaw 
but eternal vengeance riſe againſt him; no remedy, no par- 
don, for fo-many'crimes and atrocities, At laſt, after a con- 


ſiderable diſcharge of blood through his pores, during the 
two laſt weeks of his life, this murderer of his ſubjects 


gives up his curſed ghoft, on a ſumpruous bed, and is car- 
ried with great funeral pomp to the tomb of. his anceſtors, 


whereas the virtuous Coligny, after having been maſſacred 


by his command, is hanged with an iron chain on the gallows 
of Montfaucon. Ah! ſhall I not fee the juſtice of the 
people ſeize thoſe unworthy tyrants, who difgrace the tomb 


| which: encloſes their pulverized: bones! ſhall I not ſee the 
'coffin. of Charles IX. taken from among the kings, dragged 


with — 4 nation upon all the public places, with a herald of 
the j .peop! 


banks of the Seine, where he fired upon the unhappy pro- 


teſtants, then left, and thrown with horror in the waves 


which he once tainted with innocent blood! ſhall T never 


ſee all tyrants and deſpors who wes, nom the throne, treated 
= the fame manner ! it would, perhaps, be the means to ter- 


JE kings who deſire to imitate their villanies; but, 


till t * of the people ſhall have paſſed a law 


mk 17 tyrants as liable to loſe their head on a ſcaffold as 
the leaſt of citizens, we muſt not hope to ſearch the ſe- 


 pulchres of the kings, to accuſe their worthleſs duſt, to tir 


their eriminal aſhes. 
8 0 HENRY 
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at the head of the convoy, loading him, in their 
name, with execrations! ſhall I not him ſee dragged to the 
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bitants. 5195 

The duke of + pop 955 OM wt was TIE upon as 
impotent, on account of certain infirmities, conſequences g 
of his juvenile dehaucheries. A conſtant enemy of the pro- 
teſtants; he ſoon became odious even to the catholics, beſet 


with olandeſtine enemies, inferior in point of authority to the 
duke of Guiſe, who, however ſubmiſſive in appearance, was 


really more king than himſelf: he, ſuſpected, and durſt not 


offend him. Before we ſpeak of the al exit of the duke, 


we ſhall dwell a moment on the private character of this 
prince, ſo. weak, ſo ſuperſtitious, ſo cruel, .and ſhamefully 


| ignorant. FETs 


Every body. knows his depraved e of. his Se 
Maugiron, St. Maigrin, Epernon, 3 St. Luc, Li- 
varot, Villequier, and above all Cailus, were ſharers of his 
favors and lewdneſs. He certainly had conceived ſuch an 
affection for the latter a8 might hare. been carried to the 
greateſt exceſſes, | 

The duke of Guiſe, — — will 4 1 great aud tragical a 
part, was one of thoſe who in his youth partook of all the 


vices and depravities of the n and doctor Boucher 


aſſures us, that Henry's anti to the cardinal of Guiſe 
was only owing to the. full, e got from the latter. 
He added the moſt ſhameful exceſſes to ſuperſtition. He 
would. frequently retire with his diſſolute companions into 
ſolitude, go upon pilgrimage, and chaſtiſe his body. He in- 
ſtituted 1. brotherhood o Jeath for one of his favorites: the 
monks were the directors of the. brethren ;. a great number 
of perſons of different deſcriptions were admitted to this ſo- 


_ ciety, and the members clad in capuched 177 of black ſerge; 


but in another brotherhood, called the White Penitents, none 
but his moſt intimate courtiers were permitted to enter: he 


8 W to obliterate by theſe ridiculous farces all his abo- 


minable 


— 


1 


- Wo, wo Jin Uo BY 


+ KINGS or FRANCE — 114 


minable and. moſt diſorderly actions. The ſtatutes of his 
brethren, their rules, dreſs, and whole caſfume, were but em- 


blems of his vile amours; | 


All his favorites died miſerably. He embraced Maugiron, 
Cailus, and St., Maigrin, e death, had; them ſhaved, 
and preſerved. theix. hair as the moſt. valuable jewels; he him- 
{elf took off the ear-rings he had. given to Cailus. 
His lewdneſs,; extravagance; prodigality, and whole life, 
howed but an ignorant, weak, timorous, and. cruel. charac- 


ter; he that ſullied.. himſelf with the numberleſs aſſaſſina- 


- 
# 


tions of St, Bartholomew's, could not be afraid of ſhedding of 


the blood of proteſtants, who were ſtill ſacrificed by his com- 
mand during this deteſted reign. But the perfidious and 
cowardly means he uſed to get rid of the duke of Guiſe, 

alienated from him for ever the heart of the French. | 


le had made, or called himſelf chief of the league, which 


proved his final deſtruction ; ,: but. Guiſe was the ſoul of it, 
and the king deſpiſed, He awoke too late from his profound 
libertiniſm and lethargic, ſtiffneſs... He wiſhed to ſeize cer- 


rain inhabitants of Paris, and durſt to forbid the duke to en- 


ter the city. Guiſe, who deſpiſed his orders, comes to Pa- 
ris; the people take up arms, the king's guards are put under 
arreſt, and himſelf confined in the Louvre. | 


- 4 1 ” 4 - 


Henry III. efcapes, flies to Blois, and convenes the States 


» 


General. Guiſe, who had thus forced him to quit the me- 
tropolis, follows: him to Blois, on purpoſe to bid him defi- 


* ance, Henry and he make a ſolemn reconciliation ; they go 


hand in hand to the ſame altar, take both the, communion, 
promiſe to forget all reſentment, and ſwear upon the altar, 


eternal peace and frierdſhip. But all the while the perfidious 


* 


wretch was forming the project to murder him, and exe- 


eee eee 
Guiſe deſpiſed him too much to believe him daring enough 


to plan an aſſaſſination; his confidence deceived him. He 
was ſo baſe as to have his deſign executed by the hands of 


mercenary ruffians. He had reſolved that Guiſe and the car- 


dinal, his brother, ſhould both periſh : he himſelf prepared 
the daggers and diſtributed them among thoſe Gaſcons, com- 


| monly called the Forty-five, whom he had appointed to exe- 


cute his ſecret commands. The twenty-third day of De-. 
cember 1581, at eight in the morning, the duke entered the 
council. He even fainted in the king's anti-chamber, be- 
cauſe he had juſt left the arms of a lady of the court, named 
Madame de 7". 642A As ſoon as he entered the council 


room, he ſuſpecteèd his cataſtrophe, from the motions he 


perceived. He found preſent. his friend Deſpinac, FE" 
3 ER 8 e ; NE . 0 


AP. E 6xrts er the 


ef Lyons, who could neither help etitertaining ſome fuſpi- 
cion, and feeing the duke dreffed in à new coat, he faid tò Him 
before Larchand, captain of the % other; This chat is 

. light for the preſent time; you ought ts bat pit on one thet is 
better lined.” Theſe words uttered with am air of appreherifion 
increafed his own. © The king ſends for m hy Re vol, ſecre- 
| tary of ſtate, he enters the chamber of that royaF affaffir 

through a little alley which led to his cloſet; the door of which, 
he had ordered to be mured. The duke, 'ignoratit' of this, 
lifts the carpet to enter, when, lo! ſeven aflafins, with 
Lognaec their captain, raſh upon him with the daggers the 
king had provided them with; the duke falls beneath their 

blows. The ſtone on which he leaned when he fell, and 
which received the firſt drops of his blood, is ſtill ſhown'in 
the caſtle of Blois. The names of thoſe ruffans are, Baſ- 
tide, Monfirri, St. Malin, St. Godon, St. Capulet, Halfre- 


nas, Herbelade, and Lognac their captain. 
The mean executors of the commands of à king Tilt © 
mneaner than they, had no objection to murder the duke; 
but they would not fully their hands in the blood of 
his brother, becaufe he was prieſt and cardinal; a ſcruple 
worthy of thoſe abominable times, worthy of ignorant and 
barbarous ſoldiers. If it was a crime to kill the cardinal, it 
muſt alſo have been a crime of equal enormity to ſtab his 
brother. Is it not the blood of a man that has been flied, 
and what does it ſignify, whether he wore a jacket or a black 
K Finally, the king found four foldiers who murdered the 
cardinal for one hundred crowns each; it was juſt beneath 
the apartment of Catharine de Medicis the two brothers 
were affaflinated ; but ſhe knew nothing of the king's deſign, 
had loſt her credit among both parties, and was even aban- 
I ]ͤ v app one. m cy 9s ER cn 
Had he had power enough to palliate this laſt murder by 
the formality of the laws, it would have aſtoniffied the 
league; but for want of this ſolemn form, he was conſidered 
as a ruthleſs villain, irritated the Guiſes, and fortified the 
league, which would be no longer controlled. He returned 
ro Paris, found the gates ſhut againſt him, and all the inhabi- 
tants in arms. VVT 
The famous duke de Mayenne was then there; he was 
the youngeſt of the Guiſes, inherited the duke's boldneſs and 
ambition, to which he added an implacable and juſt hatred 
againſt his murderer.. FETT 
The very name of the Guiſes was revered, Their mag- 
nificence and liberality had won the heart of every 8 | 
: | | heir 
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Their pretended zeal for the catholic religion had made 


them the delight of the town. Prieſts, citizeris, women, 


judges, all ſtuck cloſe to Mayenne, to obtain a revenge 


which could but be looked upon as lawful. 


The widow and family of the late duke de Guiſe preſent- 


ed a criminal information againſt Henry to the parliament, 
begging juſtice to be done with regard to that atrocious mur- 
der: this certainly was a fair opportunity to prove that the 
ration, the king having many partiſans in parliament. 

_. Seventy doctors of the Sorbonne declared that the king had 
forfeited his right to the crown, and the people could lawfully 


and with good conſcience arm themſelves againſt him, gather his 


revenues, and contribute to declare war againſt him. | 

. His moſt dangerous enemies were the S:xteen ; a name not 
given them for their number, becauſe they were forty ; but 
on account of the ſixteen diſtricts of Paris, in which they 
had divided its government between them. Their chief was 


a certain Bu le Clerc, a raſh citizen and a bad ſoldier. 


The /ixteen had required an abſolute authority; Mayenne 


law ſpares no perſon ; but it was not taken into due conſide - 


had much ado afterwards to keep them within bounds, having 


ble to hiniſelf. 1 


The monks and prieſts, who always made a conſpicuous 
figure in all the revolutions, except in that of France in 


been terrible and formidable to Henry, they became intolera-- 


L789, which reduced them to their proper condition; the 
monks, I ſay, thundered from the pulpit, and aſſured their 


auditors, that he who ſhould kill the tyrant, would not fail to 
enter paradiſe; that it was by all means expedient to deliver the 
Holy city beſieged by Sennacherib. | 
The league was on the brink of ruin by the union of the 
king of Navarre with Henry III. An army of forty thou- 
ſand men was at St. Cloud, and threatened Paris; but preach- 
ing had its effect; the face of affairs was entirely changed by 
a monk. 36 . 

His name was James Clement, He was born at Serbonne, 


a ſmall- village of Burgundy, and could be near twenty-four 


years of age, The ſermons of the league put a dagger in 


his hand. His bigotry, his gloomy and melancholy diſpoſi- 


tion, were rouzed by fanaticiſm ; he defires to be the deli- 
verer of his country, and the martyr of the holy league. 
He communicates his project ta Burgoin, his prior, to fa- 
ther Commelet, and other Jeſuits, who all encouraged and 
promiſed him, at leaſt, the crown of martyrdom, and a 
ein paradiſe above the EE He prepares himſelf on 
CCC | „ „this 
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this murder by faſts, and continual acts of devotion, Which 
l fired his fancy. C8 
Ihe laſt day of July, the jacobite leaves Paris, and pur- 


ſues the road to St. Cloud, provided with a good knife. He 
repairs ſtraight to the royal quarter, and demands admittance 


under the pretence of having an important ſecret to reveal 
to his majeſty, No ſooner was he introduced to the mo- 
narch, than he fell on his knees with a modeſt bluſh, and 


delivers a letter, which was, he ſaid, written by Achilles de 


Harlay, firſt preſident of the parliament of Paris. While 
the king is occupied with the peruſal of the letter, the monk 
plunges the knife in his belly, and lets it ſtick in the wound; 
then, laying his hands acroſs his breaſt, caſting up his eyes 
to heaven, he waits patiently the conſequences of the aſſaſ- 


| ination. The king extracts the knife from his belly, and 


ſtabs the murderer above the eye, Several courtiers come 
together at the noiſe, fall upon the monk, and kill him on the 
ſpot, with a precipitation which made them incur the ſuſpi- 
cion of having been but too privy to his deſign. 5 | 

Thus died Henry III. Thus he that had dlved into the maſ- 


Ferre of. St. Bartholomew, that had baſely ſacrificed the duke 


of Guiſe and his brother, that had ſpilt the blood of ſo many 
thouſand Frenchmen, periſhes by aſſaſſination, periſnes by 
the knife of a monk, whetted by faraticiſm and the fury of 
his deteſted age. | | GT | . 
The moſt ſhameful debauches, the moſt degrading ſuperſti- 
tion, weakneſs, indiſcretions, unſettled and unprincipled 
diſpoſition, exceſſes and prodigalities, ſignalized his depraved, 
diſaſtrous, and bloody reign, 8 e 
In him ceaſes the branch of the Valois. 


— — 
N Iv, 


HENRN IV. was born at Pau, the capital of Beafn, in 
1553. Anthony de Bourbon, duke of Vendome, his fa- 


ther, was deſcended from St. Lewis. Henry was the chief 


of the branch of Bourbon, which means muddy, ſo called 
from a fief of that name, deyolvyed to their houſe by a mar- 
riage with the heireſs of that domain, 5 
| eee after the death of Henry III., Henry IV. was 
acknowledged king of France by one part of the army, and 
abandoned by the other. The dukes of Nevers, Epernonz 
of Dampierre, Bouchard, Vitry Gobert, and 
: FV 
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many others, retired to their reſpective eſtates. An univerſal 
ſadneſs prevailed in the army, and the Pariſians danced for 
joy: there was nothing but fireworks, ſongs, feaſts, maſ- 
querades, and imprecations, againſt the memory of the late 
king. At Rome his murderer was canonized, and his images 
put upon altarss The league recognized the cardinal de 
Bourbon, an old prieſt, uncle to Henry IV. as king. The 
duke of Mayenne was ſo prudent as not to uſurp the title of 
king, which was then a thouſand times leſs valued than for- 
merly, and ever ſince. Mayenne might have done it, but 
was contented with the charge of lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom. He aſſumed the whole power of royalty, while the 
cardinal, who. was called king by the league, was detained 
priſoner by Henry IV. for the remainder of his life, which 
laſted two years longer. 5 | „ | 
Henry had but a few friends, few important places, little 
money, and the remainder of an army that had forſaken 
him; nevertheleſs, he won ſeveral battles, amongſt others, 
that of Ivry againſt Mayenne ; but whether from luck or a. 
ſuperiority of ſkill, Henry remained conqueror. | 
This work not being intended to ſound the praiſe of 
that abominable art, which only exiſts for the barbarous inte- 
reſts of certain individuals called kings, and to be the univer- 
fal ſcourge of mankind, I ſhall not blazon forth * Henry's 
military accompliſhments ; other virtues are required of him 
who wiſhes to deſerve the homage of a thinking being. 
I have remarked that all the likes that ſwayed the king- 
dom of France, have either been monſters, or weak, vo- 
luptuous, and indolent princes, who reigned but for their 
own intereſts, who all forgot their ſubjects, cruſhed them 
under the weight of their pride, under the weight of a power 
which they have only been entruſted with to defend them. 
I believe that thus far, they have all been convicted, not 
only of forgetting the ſacred rights of the people, but of 
crimes againſt the nation. ; : 
This Henry IV. fo revered, will neither ſtand the teſt of 
an impartial inquiry: he is ſaid to have been poſſeſſed of 
great virtues, and owed them to the adverſity which tried 
him. Let us then examine thoſe virtues, and the cauſe of 
his misfortunes, or rather the misfortunes of the kingdom. 
Amidſt the horrors of civil war he plunged into ſhameful 
pleaſures ; for whilſt thouſands of Frenchmen were cutting 
their throats to ſupport his pretenſions to the throne of the 
nation, he made merry with his miſtreſſes, and forgot the 
blood and tears ſhed in his cauſe ; he forgot murders Which 
: me is accountable for in GE of nature, To proceed Na - 
Eo 2 "the 
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the judgement for or againſt his memory, let us lay down 

principles univerſally-acknowledged at preſent. 

I The nation is ſovereign; ſhe is at liberty to receive or re- 
ject an agent that propoſes himſelf to execute her ſupreme 

decrees. When ſhe has manifeſted her will, it is a crime to 
recede from it; to ſhed blood with an intent to deſtroy her 

manifeſted will, is an enormous attempt upon the right of 
the ſocial compact. As many citizens as periſh by thoſe un- 
juſt, immoral, and tyrannical pretenſions, are as many mur- 
ders laid to the charge of an individual, who aſpires at the ab- 
ſurd and chimerical right of governing a nation without her 
conſent, who pretends to the title of king; for an indivi- 
dual to go againſt this will, I will not call it general, but 

againſt the will of ſeveral thouſands, is a fault of calcula- 

tion and morality, a crime which provokes all the rigor of 
the laws againſt the imprudent or barbarous man who thus 
ſeeks to compromiſe the ſafety of citizens, who wiſhes to 
break the compact that inſures it to them, who deſerves to 
bring upon him all the public force, all the phyſical force of 
an empire, and the whole irreſiſtible maſs of opinion. Th, 

I I ſee Henry invoke the abſurd rights of hereditary ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown; armed with thoſe rights which nothing 
but the ſupreme will of the nation can grant, I fee him 
ſpill whole ſtreams of blood to place-himſelf, in ſpite of her 
wiſhes, upon her throne, upon that throne which cannot 
exiſt, nor be maintained than by her power, over which ſhe 
alone has independent, inalienable, hereditary, and eternal 
SR e e N 
Had Henry conſulted humanity and innate reaſon, he 
would have ſaid, „I am content with the kingdom of Na- 
varre, I will not reign over the ruins of France laid in 
aſhes, as moſt of the towns will not receive me to execute 
their laws: J am content with ſuch of them as have been 
Pleaſed to acknowledge me. The blood of a man which I 
thall have ſhed to ſupport pretenſions which are tyrannical 
at the bottom, would inceſſantly rife againſt me, and em- 
bitter my whole life.” This might have been ſaid by a king, 
I mean a man whole ſole intention would have been to go- 
vern for the welfare of the people; this proves, therefore, 
that Henry adopting a different mode of conduct, follow- 
ing the path in which the blood of ſo. many thouſands. of 
Frenchmen had been ſpilt by his command, conſulted but an 
oppreſſi ve, partial calculation; but an ambition hereditary and 
almoſt immemorial, had in view but perfidious intereſts, to 
which he referred every thing, and not the general misfor- 


tunes of which he had been the author. ALS A 
Nath 8 | PT I will 
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I Will even allow that by ſtupid Pen of which the 
people were the victims, he believed himſel 
inherit on account of his birth, a throne, the ſole property 


of the nation. This was the crime of all the kings, of all 


the tyrants, but it was a crime legitimated, if it ever could 
be, by twelve centuries of darkneſs, barbariſm, and exiſ- 


tence. In ſhort, his firſt crime was no other than that of 


all deſpots, all hereditary uſurpers, who kept in their pay, 
brutes inſtead of ſoldiers, who paid thoſe aſſaſſins, divided in 
regiments, to defend them againſt the juſt claims of the peo- 
ple whom they oppreſſed. FF 
Had a nation even manifeſted tyrannical decrees, her will 


is ſovereign ; every private individual muſt bow to her, muſt 


obey her: a king, let his title be never fo dazzling, is but 
an individual, more ſubject to her than any other. This is 
wrote in the firſt pages of the Public Right of Nations. All 


theſe principles cannot be conteſted without one's being cri- 


minal —_— her. 


The French have been ſo much cruſhed by bad kings, that 


Henry, who marked but very ordinary virtues, dazzled 


them. The ſlavery to which the nation has been reduced, 
made her idolatrous, inſpired her with that falſe enthuſiaſm, 
which a friend to the public welfare can never feel, and 


which ſhe laviſned upon the performance of the moſt com- 


mon duties, while it ſhould only have been ſhown to virtue; 


ſervitude corrupted the genius of the nation. 
Citizens, to form a ſound judgement with regard to thoſe 
pretended virtues, only ſee whether the actions oppoſite 
would not be crimes, If contrary actions are attempts upon 
your rights, the man you admire has merely acquitted himſelf 
towards you of the obligation annexed to his truſt. French+ 


men, change heretofore, elſe adulation will undo you, undo 


the republic, undo liberty; your tyrants well know to 


what point they have depraved you. I ſhall not expatiate 


upon all the actions of Henry, extolled, celebrated by flat- 

tery; I will however cite one, which is applauded on the 
ſage, under the title of the Hunting-party of Henry IV. (la 
Partie de Chaſſe de Henri IV.) 1 examine it, and cannot find 
what could entitle it to ſo profound a veneration. Concini 
raviſhes the daughter of an honeſt miller; he puniſhes him, 
but the puniſhment is too trifling for an atrocity which has 
brought many a private man to the ſcaffold.” What ! for 
having committed the moſt violent rape, he forbids him only 
to appear at court; and with ſuch actions the people ſeem 
enraptured! were this ſuppoſed fact really true, it would 

only prove how it appears that juſtice does not exiſt for 
V 8 . kings; 


fin the right to | 
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kings; that they are not above the law; that the people 
mult think themſelves but too fortunate, if they ſometimes 
condeſcend to half-fulfil the duties, which they 'ought to 
bey, like the meaneſt of citizens... 
g A popular proverb is frequently quoted, which is ſaid to 
be a proof of Henry's good wiſhes in favor of the huſband- 
men. I ſee nothing ſo admirable in theſe pretended wiſhes 3 
did he give them any thing that might entitle him to obtain 


rile, becauſe it is the people; the farmers who maintain them, 
becauſe they are abſolutely of the burdenſome claſs. What 


_ Citizen, what man, nay, what egotiſt, would not even make 


A with that coſts him nothing! yes, Frenchmen, I repeat- 
edly. maintain that all thoſe virtues are but very ordinary 

qualities, celebrated, extolled by adulation and fervitude, 
Let us ſee, on the contrary, if thoſe pretended good wiſhes 
are not contradicted by facts; let us ſee if he really ſhowed ſo 
great a concern for the huſbandmen, equally worthy of the 
reſpe& of kings and nations. I open with horror that in- 
fernal code called the game- laws, that code which only de- 
Kroys the rights of property; I fee him make heavier the 


| irons! forged by ſavages broke looſe from the dens of the 


north; I fee him invent puniſhments for every agriculturiſt, 
who, making uſe of the right of nature, ſhall drive away 


be deers which. waſte the field covered with his ſweat ; hear 
bim with horror! The: peaſant taupht with a gun near a park 


er encloſure for gume, Hall be flogged to the blood all around the 
Suſh — = Hall rr are ot Is it an ignorant bar? 
barian, or Henry IV. that expreſſes himſelf thus, that ex- 
preſſes himſelf with diſpaſſionate coolneſs, with a contempt 
for the name of man that makes one ſhrink with horror? 
Yes, huſbandmen, it is you he outrages thus; you that give 
him ſood and ſuſtenance: one ſhould be tempted after this, 
to conſider his wiſhes as the moſt cruel deriſio n.1 
This dreadful, ſanguinary code, in which a king, a man, 
an individual durſt conſign the diſavowment of the moſt ſa- 
ered laws of nature, the cool and barbarous contempt of the 
rights of ten millions of men, at leaſt, of that intereſting 
part of mankind, of thoſe venerable remains of the ſimpli- 


| ous of the remoteſt ages; this odious code put in a balance 


with all that has been faid of him by adulation, flavery, or 
even truth, ſtrikes off, annihilates him for ever. What, 
Henry, thou prefereſt a barbarovs pleaſure, thou prefereſt 
a deer to the everlaſting rights, nay,” to the blood of him 


tat feeds theo, to the blood of the huſbandman ! waſt thou 


delirious when thou didſt diftate thoſe abſurd and ferocious. | 


laws? 


* 
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Aas? No, no, thou didſt amend and renew them with eruel 
unconcern, with tyrannical preſence of mind; thou didſt 
ſeek to make the nation accuſtomed to thy yoke, and to diſ- 
arm her, as it already appears, from the edict of the 4th of 
Auguſt 1598. It prohibits the carrying of fire- arms, under 
2 of paying a fine of two hundred crowns, and of ſtaying 
in priſon till payment is made; this puniſhment to extend to 
thoſe. who offend for the firſt time, and thoſe found guilty 
twice, to loſe their life and property. Their life! great 
God! is it a man? Is it a king? Is it a tyrant? Frenchmen, 
citizens, pronounce. And thou ſtupid fatrap, laying in 
the duſt of the court, baſe ſlave, coward, idoliſt of royalty, 
 anfwer me, if then der,; 8 
Pardon, O Henry, if thy manes be offended! I am de- 
voted to my country, to truth, and not to thy memory. If 
kings are to be preſerved, they ought to be men, the beſt ant 
wiſeſt men of the empire. Fes Oooifoands Os nec 
What can be ſaid of thy ſcandalous and guilty amours 2 
What of the princeſs of Conde, who is forced to fly, of the 
war thou waſt preparing for the ſake of her, hurried away by 
that paſſion which thou couldſt not conquer at the age of ty 
ſeven, which made thee entirely forgetful of the duties in- 
cumbent upon a king, and put thee on a level with the loweſt 
of men? What can be faid of the follies into which that 
fatal 2 that diſorderly longing after enjoyment, did 
lead thee; of the vaſt number of edicts iſſued to gratify the 
_ avidity of thy miſtreſſes? All this proves that: abuſes will 
always eoncomitate with ſupreme power, if nations cannot 
depoſe kings, if the fword of the law cannot ſtrike their 
Criminal heads. . e e,, bat 
He that ordained, that every peaſant. found with a gun 
near a park or encloſure for game, ſhould be whipped till the 
blood trickled down his back, may very likely have cauſed 
ſeven or eight men of buſineſs, whom their affairs had 
brought into an inn, to be beat ſeverely for having refuſed to 
let him dine with them, becauſe they did not know him. 
Voltaire ſays this fact is improbable, becauſe it was a moſt 
tyrannical ation which, had it the leaſt appearance of pro- 
bability, would leave an everlaſting blot in the memory of 
Henry IV. I make bold to differ in opinion from that ſub- 
lime genius. It is certain that this baſe revenge, almoſt of 
an original nature, and perhaps the effect of momentary re- 
ſentment, is more probable than the long and general out- 
rage committed againſt every peaſant in his code of game 
laws; if the fact is not true, it is dreadful that his contempo- 
FJaries ſhould have thought him capable of it. e 
Es 1 N Great 
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Great are the encomiums beſtowed on him for having ent 


. into Paris, which he was then beſieging; yet for 
all this thirty thouſand men periſhed in it for want within 


the ſpace of one month. Theſe thirty thouſand men are as 
many ſpectres that riſe againſt him, and whoſe lamentable 


voice demands vengeance upon him. Notwithſtanding theſe 
_ ſupplies, his mad deſire of reigning made a mother, divided 


between famine and deſpair, / immolate her own child to ſtill 


with horror the moſt dreadful and dengel ie of 5 
. hunger. 8 ; : 


Henry debaſed Sa: loa likewiſe the value of the whe. 


. reney; thus he became guilty of the ſame crime as en 
IV. king John, Henry II. and Henry III. 


After all, that he might be able to pay bis courtiers and 


wiſtreſſe, he plunges the ſame dagger into the heart of 


France, which Francis I. had uſed with reſpect to the ven- 


dibleneſs of juridical offices. Francis I. fold them by aue- 


tion, but the death of the purchaſer brought them again to 


his diſpoſal; whereas Henry rendered them hereditary, pro- 
vided thoſe that filled them ſhould pay annually four deniefs 
per livre of the value or eſtimate of thoſe charges. This 
ſhameful tax was known by the name of Paulet, a barbarous 


agent of the king's exchequer, under whoſe adminiftration ! * 
was firſt levied. The edict was iſſued in 164. 1 
Every hiſtorical writer ought to ſeize with a biltbatoris 
hand the phantoms erected by baſeneſs, credulity, and cruel | 
fraud; he ſhould ſtrike, as it were, with an iron arm thofe 
clay-footed Coloſſuſes expoſed to the deception and Weener 
of deluded nations. | 
I found it painful, Si i x to ſhake ad brertlicow: the 
altars of Henry; but all my moral capacities are due to 


truth and my country. Though I demoliſhed his images, 
vet I ſhall ever abominate the fanatic monſter who took _ 


his life, 

The æra of the Pesch does now commence: erben mo- 
rality, nature, co-exiftent, identified with God, leave the 
ruins in which e centuries of e kept chem fet- 
ane ; A 
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1. E WIS XIII. SURNAMED ' THE J U 8 r. 5 
| Fift 1y-ninth King. | 


FJENRY IV. had juſt been afſaſſinated, when his Gn. andy 


ten years of age, ſucceeds him. We have ſeen with what 


forgetfulneſs of the rights of man, with what a cool and 


— 
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eruel contempt he treated the huſbandinen/ We have ſeen 
with what ingratitude he treated the nation whom hie in- 
tended to diſarm by his edict of 1598. His contemptible ſon 


will lead a wretched life for thirty-three years, 4 Hfe agi- 


tated by factions whoſe fire had not been totally extinguiſhed. 
Not a ſingle generous action fignalized his feign; not a 
ſingle deed ſhows him to have been occupied with the wel⸗ 
fare of the people. Unfit for government, weak minded, « 

a mean and cruel diſpoſition, he would ſcarce have been able 
to direct the domeſtic concerns of a private family, - 7 


_- Immediately after his father's death, Sully was baniſhed 
from office, the government of the kingdom was left ſueceſ- 
ſively to three individuals, to the intrigues of the queen 


4 


dowager, the great, and the favorites. They filled towns 


with troubles, inſurrections, confufions, and the kingdom 
was on all ſides in a deplotable condition. 


lis education was like that of all hereditary kings, with- 3 
out principles, without morality, a true political folly, fit 


to (degrade, to corrupt all the virtues which man receives 
from nature. He had three teachers, who taught him no- 
thing. Obliged to creep at the feet of their pupil, of that 
ſtupid deſpot, they returned him to the nation as profoundly 
ignorant as when they firſt received him under their care. 


Hunting and hawks were his only delight. One does not 


know whether it inſpires one with more contempt” or more 
indignation, to ſee a king careleſs ahout the important oceu- 
pations impoſed on him by his truſt, give himſelf to that 
cruel buſineſs, invented by ſavages, overwhelmed with irk- 
ſomeneſs, and who believed to have nothing to do for 
the welfare of mankind. He had an excellent memory, 
which he exerciſed in retaining the names of his hounds, and 


his whole ſagacity conſiſted in ſpeaking to, and mak ing him- 


ſelf .underſtood by them. What an agent of the common- 
wealth ! What a king! What a people ! ro ſuffer themſelves 


to be thus governed, degraded, vilified. But the moment of | 


enlightening and knowledge was not yet arrived. 
le renews. the edicts againſt ſwearers and blaſphemers, 

like the ſenſeleſs tyrants, his predeceſſors. It is ſomething 
of a moſt heinous nature to ſee how this corrupted court diſ- 


ſeminated diviſions among the States in 1614; how it ſucceed- 


ed in making them ſeparate without coming to any deciſion 3 
how the intriguing ſpirit of Mary of Medicis governed the 


aſſembly; how the nation was deſpiſed and cru hed by. thoſe | 


| phantoms of States General, | 8 
Lewis XIII. repoſed at firſt an illimited confidence in his 
mother: we ſhall fee him change hereafter in a moſt . 
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Log manner. She was accufed of having been con cerned in 


the. murder of Henry IV. with the duke d'Epernon ; but 


Ss 
1 1 


the. proofs are at leaſt doubtful. She formed a cloſe con- 


nection with the marſhal d Ancre. This Italian, countenanced 
by her, uſurped almoſt the whole authority. Eleanor Ga- 


Iigai, his wife, was remarkable for a character ſympathizing 
with that of Mary de Medicis : both learned in the art of 
intrigues, weak, credulous, and ſuperſtitious, they united ju- 


diciary aſtrology and the folly of magic {kill, with every 


thing cunning could invent, to make them ſucceed in their 


projects: they believed in all the follies invented by igno- 
rance and weakneſs; but Galigai did not deſerve the dreadful 


fate which awaits her. Concini was jealous of power and 
wealth: but for a king to cauſe him to be murdered before 
his own eyes, is a villany which places his name in the an- 
nals of timorous and bloody tyrayts. I ſhall give a circum- 


ſtantial account of this aflafination perpetrated by the orders 
of a king, a monſter of ſev enten. ah 


Lewis upon complaints preferred by one Luines, who en- 


joyed his whole favor and confidencg, conſents to exile bis 


83 


mother, and to the death of the marſhal. The firſt project 


of aſſaſſination was unſucceſsful; he was to die when he ſhould 


£3 8 7 4 


maſs of the executioner. If Concini was guilty, he ought 


to have been put in confinement, and tried according to law. 
Lewis did not want expedients : the day was fixed on Sunday 


the 23d of April 1617; but the miniſter came too late to 


the Louvre, and the king was gone to maſs. He was gone 


to maſs, great God! and meditated a murder! revolved 
the means of committing it baſely and without danger. Su- 
perſtition, fanaticiſm, 'cruelty, and atheiſm, have always diſ- 
u e minds of our kings, our deſpots, our tyrants. 
twenty- fourth, to pay homage to his ſovereign. The great 
gate of the Louvre opens, and care is taken to ſhut it imme-. 
diately after him. Vitry, captain of the guards, comes down. 
ſtairs with his two brothers, and ſome other accomplices. 
He meets with the marſhal on the bridge, then at the en- 
trance of the Louvre. He demands his ſword in the king's 
name; Concini lays his hand on it, no doubt with an intent 


10 obey, for it is not to be preſumed, that he would have. 


made 


inally, Concini comes the day following, being the 


r 5 WWE 


his body, after he had dropt down dead on the ſpot. 


her innocence to the laſt moment of her life. 
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made reſiſtance, being almoſt alone and in che midſt of the 
King's guards. Three piſtols are immediately fired at him; 


he falls; they were ſo baſely cruel as to run ſwords through 


£ 


The king, immediately after the commiſſion of this mur- 
der, made his appearance on a balcony, and thanked the 
murderers. He demonſtrated ſo much joy to Vitry, as if he 
had won him a battle. His chariot and fix was at the end of 
the gallery of the Louvre, quite ready to ſet off, in caſe the 
attempt had not ſucceeded by ſome of thoſe unforeſeen acci- 
dents, which will frequently happen, and obſtruct the exe- 
cution both of good and evil deeds. Sad ain 
That unhappy Florentine ſeems to have been univerſally 


deteſted, and this public odium would have removed every 


danger that might have been apprehended, had he been brought 


to a lawful trial: thoſe ſubitaneous executions ſhould never 


take place, but when wicked men are ſure of going un- 
puniſhed, if even recourſe is had to common juſtice. Let 


no one ſay that the queen dowager could have beſtowed ev 


favor on Concini in ſpite of her ſon, ſhe whom he cruſhed 
ſo eaſily, whom he — of a guard merely for his 
pleaſure, without her daring to murmur. The real motive 
of the marſhals death was, becauſe de Luines wiſhed. to get 
poſſeſſion of his immenſe fortune. The baſe avarice of this 
favorite involved likewiſe the unfortunate Galigai, Concini's 
ſpouſe, in his proſeription. 5 i 
They were both concerned in all the intrigues of thoſe _ 
times, when hungry tygers contended for the property of. 


the poor huſbandman, without even imagining that he could 


be of any importance in the balance of government; they 


were concerned, I ſay, in that war of cunning, ftratagem, 


and cabinet drudgeries, but did not deſerve death, eſpecially 
the poor 'Galigai, ſo ſtupidly accuſed of ſorcery, and con- 
demned to be burnt as a witch on the place de Greve, the 8th 


of July 1617. The parliament of Paris was ſo ſtupidly atro- 


cious as to condemn her as arraigned for and convicted of ſor- 
tilege and impieties, &c, and the barbarous members had the title 
of doctors of laws, diſpoſed of the fortune, honor, and life of 
the people, and pronounced with grave and aweful ſolemnity 
their ſenſeleſs decrees ! Finally, that woman, that ill fated 

Galigai, whoſe fall was ſo terrible, ſhowed even on the ſcaf- 
fold a conſtancy admired by her greateſt enemies, proteſting 


It ſeems, nothing can excuſe the royal aſſaſſination of the 


marſhal d' Anere, and the deteſtable and ſtupid murder com- 


mitted in juridical forms upon his conſort. The mou | 
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Great were her faults, I muſt own, but ſhe was fallen, 


„ THE CRIMES or TRE 


of the dead adds doubtieſs' to the calamity ; but nothirig to 


the: horror which ſo. baſe and barbarous an action inſpires. 


If Charles IX. the monſter whoſe dreadful memory will be 
| preſerved by our deſcendents, immerſed himſelf in the blood 
of Frenchmen, Lewis XIII. had he been born in the fame 
circumſtances, would have done the fame, He was nearly 
of the ſame age: he ſaw murdered in his own eyes«that Con- 


cini who viſited him daily, who had been his confident, 
with whom he had been in cloſeſt intimacy. He was ſombre, 


<redulous, fanatic; his mind was as fretful and bloody as 


that of Charles; he was paſſionately fond of the chace, of 
ſhedding the blood of poor animals; he was like him gover- 


ned at firſt by his mother, and deteſted her afterwards. She 


took great pains to obtain an interview with her: ſon after 
the marſhals death'; but to no purpoſe. ) YE 


__+Methinks I fee Agrippina beſieging in yain the door of 
Nero; ſhe was, like her, powerful under her ſon ; reduced 


like her to brook the moſt heart-breaking grief; reduced to 
be abandoned, like her, by an ungrateful ſon; in theſe par- 
ticulars Lewis reſembles that fierce tyrant, and in others 
Charles IX. being as jealous of Gaſton his brother, as 


Charles was of the duke of Anjou, afterwards Henry III. 
She did not die fo. violent a death as Agrippina; but Lewis 
XIII. her ſon, great God! ſuffered her to periſh for want 

of common neceſſaries at Cologne, and has deſer ved the name 


of parricide. 


The dreadful fate of that woman, who had acted ſo great 


a part, filled every body with aſtoniſhment and pity. That 


queen, once ſo powerful, daughter to Francis de Medicis, 


great duke of Tuſcany, and of Joan of Auſtria, ſiſter to Em- 
peror Maximilian II. conſort to Henry IV. mother of Lewis 


XIII. of Gaſton, duke of Orleans, Elizabeth, queen of Spain, 


Chriſtina, ducheſs of Savoy, and Henrietta, queen of Eng- 


land, made uſe of all poſſible entreaties, ſupplications, and 
humiliations, to be reconciled in her laſt moments to her 


hurled, precipitated from the ſummit of greatneſs into un- 
ſpeakable diſtreſs, into the moſt dreadful miſery; in a word, 
the why his mother. 3 
After the marſhal's death, ſhe was permitted ta retire to 
Moulins, and after many vain requeſts, her ſon conſented 
to ſee her before her departure. At parting, ſhe inclined 
her body with maternal tenderneſs to take the parting kiſs, 
and he, ta avoid it, makes a profound bow, and turns his 
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- her, covering his hardneſs with an appearance of 
She arrives at Blois, is arreſted by his command, and kept 
a ptifoner. She ſends word to the duke d' Epernon by Vin- 
centio Luodivici, that ſhe is in danger of her life. 
She makes her eſcape from the caſtle, through a window, 


at the peril of her life, and takes refuge at Angovleme. 


This unnatural ſon appoints commiſſaries to try her, her 


brother, and all thoſe who were attached to their perſons, in 


ſpite of the oppoſition of parliament. He depri ves them of 
the right of ſeeking an aſylum at Metz. In ſhort, that un- 
nappy mother was treated with relentleſs durity till her death, 
which happened on the third of July 1642, one year before 
that of her mercileſs ſon, 1920 0395312 $6 ETD 
He iſſues an impolitical edict on the twenty-fifth of June, 


1617, by which he annuls, by his full power and royal autho- 
rity, what had been done in an aſſembly of the ſtates of Bearn. 


The Roman religion had been aboliſhed there ſince fifty years. 
He re-eſtabliſhes it; and makes himſelf a judge between God 
and the people. For a man, to force his fellow creatures 
to prefer a worſhip to another, is the moſt extravagant -pride, 


the laſt period of tyranny. By this act, which makes the phi- 


loſopher ſigh, he creates unavoidable fermentations, civil 
wars, and all the evils which the proteſtants endured in his 
reigu ?- Fd ALERT AE . : 5 95 
5 He ſuppreſſes the odious tax of paulet, impoſed by Henry 
IV. and by a ſhameful relapſe, by the dilapidation and ex- 
hauſtion of finances, . levies it again immediately after. One 
ſees by this how ſenſible the kingdom was of the evils that 
originated from this oppreſſive burden; but the rapacity of 
the court, that maniple of onerous and ſterile beings, did 
not cate for the long and general ſufferings of the people, 


provided the gold raiſed by that odious traffic, provided, I 


ſay, the immenſe ſums, thus extortioned, ſhould procure them 

inſtantaneous enjoyment e 
This court was a chaos of intrigues, baſeneſs, treachery, 

and atrocities, where favorites ſucceeded one another and 


_ overthrew their reciprocal ſchemes. Poiſon and ſwords were 


never ſpared. Religion and ſcandal were mixed with the 
crimes of thoſe times when the conſolatory arts were almoſt 
unknown, and politics conſiſted only in a contemptible jargon. 


The nation was continually miſerable during the too long 


reign of this falſe, diſſembling, ſuperſtitious, and miſtruſting 


F 


The public treaſure was exhauſted and peculated by favo- i 
tites. To quench their inſatiable thirſt of gold, . 


G 
241 


af 


1 
= 
| | 
4 | 
4 | 
wn 

| : 


pa is: of the 10th TE 1626, and he was executed 


126 | THE CRIMES OF THE . 
dhe moſt oppreſſive taxes, and gave them ſach ridiculous 


names, as plainly ſhowed their extreme penury and vile 


tunning. 


What follows, i is one of thoſe as of blindneſs and fivgid 
barbarit which abſurd and ignorant tyrants can alone be ca- 
pable of. He beſieges Montrevel, the town ſurrenders. He 


Jets the officers live, and orders the ſoldiers to be hanged. 
What a contempt of men who were his equals! Tell me, 
baſe deſpot, what could make thee think that theſe brave fol- 


diers were, more guilty than their commanders ? They did. 
but obey ; and thou didſt puniſh-a crime, their officers alone 


were guiity of. Why did not ſuch acts of cruel madneſs 
open ſooner the eyes of nations of foldiers? But the liberty 
of the preſs was then kept under ſuch reſtrictions as would not 


permit the publication of thoſe crimes, and they remained in 


darkneſs and unpuniſhed. Tremble, tyrants ! it will follow 


you; it- will illuminate all the dark and criminal paths in 


_ which you try to conceal yourſelves; it will diſcomfit your 


projects, and deceive your wicked hopes. 
It excites the {mile of pity, to fee the W e trifles 
which amuſed thoſe old and barbarous children of courts. 


In the moſt ſerious affairs, ſurrounded with private, public, 
juridical aſſaſſinations, the left or right hand, the manner of 


being ſeated, the arm chair, the tool, precedence, etiquette, 


all made a part of the affairs of importance tranſacted by that 


baftard race of courtiers. It became _ worſe in this reign. 
Richelicu, that implacable cardinal, feigns illneſs, to avoid 
all diſcuſſions about receiving the lords Holand and Carliſte, 
ambaſſadors from the court of London, who came to Paris to 


treat for the marriage of Charles, prince of Wales, _—_ 


Henrietta Maria, ſiſter to Lewis XIII. 7] 

The dungeons of the Baſtille and other priſons were 
crammed with people of all ranks and deſcriptions, victims 
to the revenge of the monarch and his baſe miniſter. 

A thouſand judgements given by commiſſaries have Rained 
the reign of Lewis the Fufi: he appointed a commiſſion of 
flaves ſold to him, whenever he feared the legal forms might 


furniſh innocence with means to defend herſelf, The un- 


Fortunate Duchalaig was thus condemned 'to loſe his head 
upon an information laid by Louvigny, who had been ſubor- 
ned by Richelieu. Theſe commiſſaries were real murderers 
and the precipitation with which they judged thoſe. whom 
the tyrant delivered into their hands, made them contemn, 
and trample upon all forms. The king's edit which eſta - 
bliſhed at Nantz that horrid tribunal which was to judge Du- 


the 
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the 1 the ſame month. They were in ſuch à hurry to 
take his life away, that there was no time to ſend for an exe - 

cutioner; a malefactor guilty of death redeemed his liberty 
and life, by taking away that of Duchalaies. 
The king's black, atrocious, and fallen character, mani- 


feſted itſelf in the reproaches he made to his wife, Annie of 
Auſtria, in full council, where he ſent for her on purpoſe. 


Without the leaſt regard to the place, to the aſſembly, to 
Herſelf, he told her that ſhe wanted two huſbands, to throw 


Him in priſon, and marry afterwards Gaſton, his brother 
which was downright calumny. He ordered afterwards that 


no man ſhould forthwith enter the chamber or clofet of the 
queen without his being preſent. . The marſhal d' Ornano is | a 


thrown into the priſons of Vincennes, and there dies of 
poiſfori, We oa ala 
Always occupied with the peculations and depredations of 
his court, he creates a certain number of new offices, which 
were fold by public auction. | | | 
The inhabitants of Rochelle, unwilling to ſurrender 'to 


an enemy who threatened to put them to the fword and to 
deprive them of their right, were determined rather to expire 


under the ruins of theit city, than to ſubmit to the laws of 
a fierce conqueror; they reſolved, in this extremity, to ſend 


their wives, children, and old people, out of the town, 
| Which was reduced to the moſt dreadful famine, This unfor- 


tunate tribe marched towards the forts and lines of the be- 


| Giegers : they were: repulſed with 'muſket-balls, and ſeveral - 
of them, who went to beg a morſel of bread, loſt their 
lives. Not knowing whither to fly, they retired to mea- 


dows between the lines and the town, where they fed upon 


Y gu Lewis, that monſter, dead to all feelings, ordered the 


Idiers to fire upon them, and the beſieged were forced to 
take them back. To murder poor ſtarving wretches, wo- 
men, old men, children, unarmed and defenceleſs l Ah! 
who can refrain from fury and tears! whether Charles IX. 
firing upon his ſubjects in the maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, 
or Lewis XIII. ordering his ſoldiers to fire upon thoſe waſted, 


| IR and trembling ſpectres, be the moſt cruel, I am at 2 


loſs to determine. | e | 
That unhappy city at laſt ſurrendered, three years after 
Richelieu had premeditated its deſtruction, not without his 


baving expended enormous ſums in the ſiege, and ſacrificed the 


life of more than ſixty thouſand ſoldiers ; not without hav- 
ing cauſed the death of perhaps more than one hundred 
thouſand of its inhabitants, who periſhed by famine, fire, or 


Aword. The fierce military beheld with pity the deplorable | 


condi- 


1 of this —_ al the PR were covered with, 
bodies, and the houſes infected with them. otwith- 
_— the deſtructiye king is received in this city, fall 
aan with the blood of its inhabitants, under triumphal 
arches, erected by the bands of faves, and at Paris with the 
greateſt demonſtrations of joy, for having ſpilt the blood of 
one hundred and fifty Fowl and citizens. Every place he 
pajiey through es, him with the title of Fiforiaus. . 3 

Poor Urban Grandier, what to. fay of thy terrible puniſh- 
| ment, of the abſurd and barbarous Aubardemont, Who con- 
demns to. a penalty of ten thouſand livres, any one whe 
ſhould dare to ſay that the nuns, of Loudun were not, be- 
witched. ent, 

It loads the memor of ieee th indignation, to | 
ſee. the unfortunate 2 Nu rector of Loudun, condemned. 
as a ſorcerer, perith in the midſt of the flames, condemned by 
a commiſſion of the council, e and ſigned by the 
king. 
1 the death of Montmorenci, wha, was beheaded in the 
town-houſe of Thoulouſe, the capital of his government, 
Lewis returned the following anſwer to the princeſs de Con- 
dé who interceded for that ill-fated veteran, in a fierce, 
- gloomy, and melancholy tone: Die he muſi; and all the 72 
Lean ſhow him is, that the executioner Hall not touch him, 4 
anly ſtrike off his head. 
He takes Vivas in Vivarais, ſacks that town, without a- 
ring ſex or age. There were ſome guilty perſons in the 
place; but to include women, children, and old men in this 
proſcription, deſtroys every idea of juſtice and humanity, 
He had once treated Negrepeliſſe i in the like manner. 

The ſentence of the marſhal de Marillac, paſſed by a ſe⸗ 
cond court of commiſſaries, becauſe the firſt, who had been 
equitable, had admitted the proof of facts alledged ; in bis de- 7 
fence, will ever cry Vengeance. | 

Equally ufjuſt in public affairs and 8 alaflinations, 
he adyances to Lorrain, and in ſpite of the duke's fubmiſſion, 
cuts three of his regiments to pieces, becauſe he was cong- 
dent of his ſuperiority and at the head of twentyrfive thou- 
ſand men. Theſe atrocities cannot be wholly laid to. Riche- 
lien's charge, becauſe they were all. 5 by Lewis's 
direct conſent; none of t © great periſhed on the ſcaffold, 
; without his baying figned their ſentence and ordered them to 
be exccuted. 14 
The condemnation of n de Montmorzaci, who! wa 
| RM leſs guilty. than Gaſton, brother to Lewis, proves that 

he ated from his own; ſpontaneous SP. + e W 


9 4 
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R 


Seb om Ann of f Mane dete 3 alon 


inexorable: all near his perſon on the day 8 for — | 


execution of his ſentence, were aſking” his pardon, ank 
anſwere. 9 atrocious 9 


melting in tears. Lewis anſ\ 
ene, Te muſt die, ' Fate 

Since the death of n ee he obſitnately bid 
the duke d'Elbeuf, 'Gui-Laurens, Ducoudray, Montpenſier, 


* = 


cc. &c. ſeveral noblemen were ſentenced to be 5 


Soules, 
_ drawn and 88 to loſe their heads, and yet they had 
been guilty” of no other” crime” chan chat of taking his bee: 


cher part. © 


"What Shows! is an a& bf: defpotifar as revolting as it is ri + 
diculdus, and marks his abſurd contempt for mankind, | 
the 1th of April 1633; he comes to parliament, and tells 7 


the members, that he f orthwirh deſires four preſidents to 
and receive him on! their . before _ 007. ere 


ſhould come. 


A ͤ man on his knees Ie cat. anſwer, fleres Pry 
ſtupid king, in what attitude muſt we addreſs our prayers to 


the Almighty, if he were to be jealous of his worſhip 7 But 
he cannot be ſenſeleſs like thee, and I hope he will puniſh 
thy pride and barbarity, Whether laying or ſtanding, t- 
mn or kneeling, it is indifferent to him, ſo one be juſt, _ 
Je wiſhes to control his brother's feelings; he preſumes to 

mia him abandon Margaret of Lorrain, his' wife, requires 
her for his hoſtage, and cauſes her N to be declared 
void. 5 

He puniſhes the parliament of Paris forhaving Adis their 
duty, in remonſtrating againſt the injuſtice and enormous 
- abuſe of having create de en new charges of counſel- 
lors and one preſident. 


This Lewis the Juſt diQates. the TY IE 'of death of the 


duke de la Vallette, his own brother-in-law, whoſe , 
wife was Gabriela de Bourbon, ſiſter to the king: he forced 
E condemnation 'by his preſence, and had him executed in 
preſeryed this cool, 5 difbredt; 250 arc e 

"ter to: the Jaſt moment of his life; he had ſeen, with 5 
greateſt undoncem, the blood of the moſt eminent men 
ſtream from the ſcaffolds; at laſt, that of Cinq-Mars and de 
Thou, filled the meaſure of the cruelties of his reign. He only 
ſurvived a ſew months the execution of his favorite and of the 
virtuous de Thou, guilty of not having betrayed the confi- 
ence made to him with reſpect to the treaty concluded with 
| Spaing which he never ceaſed to diſapprove of and to oppoſe 
: a calm of Lewis * EY the lat ſuffer- 
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| dM, Wat young men * had once W 
der to him, inſpires completely with that horror and con- 
tempt which; faturs.a ages owe sternally to his name; at in- 
ters he pulled aut his watch on the terrace of St. Ger- 
main, and inſulted the cruel lot of the unfortunate 32 
ſhyings. Aderbonks i vos Ming eons; grand awill ſpend 
2 1 badly.” "They called Cing-Mats, Mir TLegramu, becauſe 
of; his Ne, * grand maitrt: horn High Seward), of che 


Finally, this anfertteds. jealous, . bloody . 
deſtitute of all affability, gentleneſs, and humanity to his 
pteple; was deferted- by Us hon one, in his laſt agonjes they 
hardly would give himy- ſays. Pontis, a baſon of warm broth. 
In Tpite, of the ſplendid. ſurnames, of 7u/t,, of Vidlorious, 
which lavery proſtituted to him in his life-time, he 7 5 for- 
got and unmourneu, May 4, 1643. 55 i, 
"HO XIV. his ſon, W now x aſcend, the thrones - 4 K 
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W are BEL come. to that reign of ee are of 
ſeventy-two years of ICT: and diſaſters; for I oh. 
as; public calamities the, fifty year * of deteſted glory, of 


bloody renown, Which Lewis XIV. acquired by murders, 
armed robberies, fire, ſword,. famine, deſolation; and. 1185 
tears of nations tuined, plundered, reduced to deſpar. 
This king, this defpot. famous; for fo. many — * 
taſtrophes, ruins, and real crimes againſt nature and the na- 
tion; is hardly of age, than he manifeſts the haughtinefs and 
ride of his character, with his defire of abſolute power 
Hard ardly ſeated on the throne, Rill. ſurrounded with the ſpoils 
of civil diſcord, he breaks the parliament. of Paris at the age 
of fourteen; and by: his full power and certain ignorance, 
a eee it to Pontoiſe. To break thus at fourteen the only 
which exiſted: between him and the people, is the moit 
| vor omen, and we ſhall hereafter ſec alk the ! it fon boded 
heat down upon the nation. n 
The calamities of the people were en Sa a}. Tbeßt 
| as looked upon as ſomething very common, and fanflioned 
| by example. Bread ſold at a ſhilling the pound in „ 
In the civil war which. deſolated France in the beginning 
of ws EOS! Ho e were r 5 * 1 atroei- 


. 


2” 


ding and hanging ihr 


... Amidſt Mn the 7 PE Tri the great Conde. was ſeen to KG 
1 ſhrine” of St. Genoveva, to rub his ſcapulary againſt it, 
and to commit a thouſand ſimilar extravagancies, Which 

prove that religion bas never ſoftened the manners. 


is but learning, reaſon, philoſophy, that inſtil the true y 


timents of bumanity, inculcate that virtuous ſolicitude, tha 
intereſt, that love of one's. fellow creatures, which has al- 
— 1 e the lage from the een, from tyrants 
d.pri 5 
Frenchmen, citizens, be never deluded by. what kings do.i in 
„ more or leſs urging. Weigh the general prin- 
_ ciples before you believe them deſtroyed by facts unconnected 


and peculiar. . Who would not have thought that when this 


| Herce Sultan, this Lewis XIV. diſmiſſed Mazarine in 1652, 
he did but yield to the voice of parliament, the clamors of 
the people who demanded his removal; that he humbled 
2 before the majeſty of the nation? F ar from it: 

e inclined his head, and waited already for an opportunity 


Ke be revenged of his ſubjects. Almoſt inſtantly he recals-. 
im by a declaration, in which be diſplays the utmoſt ab- 


furdity of arbitrary power. We ſhall: ſoon have an oppor- 


"OT of applying the above Principles, which are not thoſe | 


Bape viziers, and ſlaves. 
he members of parliament, overcome by his „ 


Aer having ſet a prize upon the cardinals head, as upon that 


of a thief, came almoſt to a man to crave the honor of his 


protection five months after his expulſion, and condemned, at 
the requeſt of Lewis and his miniſter, the prince de Conds 
_ whom they had formerly. ſupported, to loſe his head. 


He unites the parliaments. of Paris and Pontoiſe ; and 1 = 


biene aſſemblies of the Chambers: the parliament ventures - 
a remonſtrance; he ſends the members in exile, impriſons 


them, and the dreadful calm of deſpotiſm covered all France. 

Jo crown his outrageouſneſs, after the extinction of the | 
civil wars, proud of his. firſt campaign, he comes to parlia- 
ment in jack boots, whip in hand, orders the members to 


leave the houſe, and forbids them ſtrictly to dare to demand 
an aſſembly, or to make remonſtrances againſt his edicts. 
How could Voltaire, that een man, ſay that theſe were 


the premices of bis greatneſs / they were, thoſe of deſpotilans 3 | 


Ty which he oppreſſed the nation. | 

The ſame year he baſely ſacrifices honor and conſanguinity 
©. the culpable ſucceſs.” of the murderer of his uncle. 
Cell deſired him to make the children of Charles I. 


K 2 5 leave ; 


ines or 2240085. e . -- . 
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leave the rüsten whither they were 8 to {ack an ys . 
lum; he complies with Cromwell's requeſt. He baniſhes 

| from Erance Charles II. and the duke of Vork, grandſons to 
Henry IV. After having giver®the title of blocker in his let- 


ters of 165 5, to the aſſaſſin of the ſpouſe of Henrietta of France, 
daughter of Henry, he even went in mourning at the death 


of that tyrant of the Engliſn. One might have believed 
that he ſubmitted to his fatal power in his life; but once de- 


ſeended into the grave, what could obligs, Lewis to load | 
Himſelf with that eternal diſgrace ? - 
The abbe de Beaumont, Aer dle archbiſhop" of Paris; 
vie his preceptor, and taught him, nothing. Himſelf pro- 


foundly ignorant, he overiooked the moſt di bite amours of 0 


the tyrant, and became ſome time after a baſe fanatic. 


The baroneſs de Beauvais, Mademoiſelle Eee 


France. It appeared plainly that he was only infected with 


the niece of Mazarine, Mary Mancini, her fiſter, &c. were 
the firſt objects of his looſe defires. We ſhall ſoon ſee thoſe 
| who ſucceeded them, and had influence over the fate of 


the pride and ignorance of the Aſiatic princes, when the ce- 


lebrated Chriſtina, queen of Sweden, came to France, after 


having abjured the crown. He only ſhowed her great ho- 


nors which ſhe deſpiſed; he durſt bard! ſpeak to her, con- 
Lcious of bis inability; he concealed the emptineſs of his 
mind, his ſottiſh embarraſſment, under a fallacious ſhow of 


grandeur. He ſuffered at Fontainbleau the murder commit- 


teck by that unjuſtifiable queen upon her ſquire Monalagſti. 


f 


MF 


: be ; 5 N 


This murder ought even to have been puniſhed at Stockholm, 
where ſhe was ſovereign, elſe the law is but a vain form, 
- Which only frightens the poor; and in France, in a foreign 5 
ſtate, he ought to hade given her up to the utmoſt rigor « of 
| the law, and then perhaps have granted her mercy. | 
When Mazarine and don Lewis Haro were treating about 5 
the marriage of Lewis with the Infanta of Spain, great dif- 
ficulties were ſtarted with regard to ceremonies and etiquette. | 
Noo months were ſpent in reciprocal pretenſions ; Ford after | 
a all they were to come to the point, 5 
By a deed made, the Infanta formally xetibunced all pre- 
teng one to the dominions of her father. Lewis ratified this 
renunciation, and ordered it to be inſerted among the parlia- 
mentary records. What law can diſcharge kings and bind 
only the ſubjeR ! ! Lewis durſt to aſſert rights voluntarily re- 
nounced; an iniquitous violation of good: faith. The re- 
: Aunciation df Mary Thereſa was not accepted by the States 
of Caitile and Arragon, and this is one of the reaſons dwelt 
por cu the-doQtors and Oy hon decided that her de- 


N ſcendents 
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- Eds were legitimate heirs to the crown of Spain. Such 
doctors are a diſgrace to common ſenſe; the renunciation. 


Was not accepted, becauſe it had never been preſented. Thus 
it is no wonder; its exiſtence, however, is not leſs certain 
we ſhall throw more light upon this ſubje& when we ſhall 

come. to the ſucceſſion war; and prove that that Wär, conſt 
Gered as equitable, was may unjuſt. 


Lewis. 2 IV. added- a baſ aß vice t to his invinelble 


5 pf, which ſeems to be Be fruit of his age; though very 


young ſtill, he feigned a deep regret at the death of Maza- 


Tine, yet he longed to get rid of his fatal aſcendency. _ 
Another proof that Beaumont gave him no inſtruction, 
another proof of his ſtupid inſanity, is his having bimſelf 
burnt all the Amnulcripts of F enelon, which the N of Bur- 
5 gun Ha preſerved. 
en he was ſpoke to with regard to the iniquitous prac- 


5 tice of the lettres de cachet, he anſwered, It has at all times 


2 cuſtomary, Who taught thee, inflexible deſpot, that the 
will of a barbarian has always been ſufficient to deprive a 


man of his liberty, a man often ſuperior to thyſelf! 1. know 
that if a ſingle individual can thus be injured in contempt of 


the law, in contempt of the collective will, the ſtate conſiſts 
5 only of tyrants and ſlaves; hadſt thou not been fo ſtupid as 
to aſk, of what uſe i 15 reading, thou wouldſt have ſeen, that i in 
the glorious days of Sparta, Athens, and Rome, no citizen 
could be unjuſtly oppreſſed, perſecuted, or incarcerated. __ 
Nothing: did -pleaſe him more than the government of 


Turke 7 5 Perſia; but the anſwer made to him by the mar- 
ftrees ought to have weaned him from this predilec- | 


mal d' 
tion: Sire, two or three emperors have been  ſixangiea.) Th my own 

time. . 

In the treaty of the Pn, Charles IV. duke 152 Lor- 

rain, who had ſo much reaſon to complain of France, iS. in- 

cluded, but in a ſhameful manner. His territories are re- 

ſtored to him, but quite laid Waſtę, the fortifications of 


Nane are demoliſhed, and he 1s not allowed to maintain | 


troops... 3 

What outrages have kings. and. their miniſters committed 
- againſt the diſtreſſed ! Charles II. ſtill more . unfortunate, 
than the duke of Lorrain, comes to the Pyrences, to implore 
the plenipotentiaries, Lewis de Haro and Mazarine; he 


| hoped bis couſin germans would, after Cromwell's demiſe, 


àvenge his long misfortunes. All was in vain, thoſe miniſters, 
ſlaves to their maſters, refuſed to ſee him; they. believed 


_ ag & e and for ever excluded from the. throng, 67 q : . 
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134 Ff chimes of THE Es 
All thoſe who approached Lewis became proud and oſten- 
tatious, nothing can equal the pride of Mazarine when he 
conducted the king and his queen to Paris. At the death of 
this inſatiable · miniſter, the king and his court went into 
mourning; that king, who with the moſt criminal baſenefs _ 
ever ſhown on earth, had worn mourning for Cromwell, 
could well wear it for Mazarine. '- © (So 6 


The people now hoped for a milder treatment, and more 
happineſs; you ſhall ſee how diſappointed they were in their 
hopes; you ſhall ſee how the defpot loaded them with his 
irons, and would not even ſuffer them to complain and ſhed 


tears. 73 Fr | : | - 5 25 : 5 5 TOE 2 75 75 
I do not conceive what Voltaire means by theſe words, 


5 


of which he ſeems to admire the ſenſe; France, ſays he, had 
now but a maſter and ſubjetts ; he firſt ſhows himſelf zealous of all 


forts of glory, and deſirous to be as mach conſidered abroad as to be 
abjolute at home. What fignification and conſtruction can 
we lay upon this, but that he announced a tyrant in the ein- 
pire, who was to become very dangerous to his neighbours? 
And ſo it happened. ) Sh IO DET 
What means this paragraph in the age of Lewis XIV.? 
The ancient kings of Europe pretend to an entire equality between 
them, which is very natural; mind this firſt propoſition contra- 
dicted by the ſecond : But the ancient kings of France have al. 
ways pretended to the precedence due to the antiquity of their race 
„% ((( ĩͤ 8 
If the antiquity of the race of France deſerves precedence, 
the equality claimed by the ancient kings of Euroße is then 
neither juſt nor natural. But let us hear the end ef the phraſe + _ 
The chief of the German republic, an- eleftive* prince, and little 
. powerful by himſelf, has, without contradiction, the precedence vver 
alt ſovereigns, on account of his title of Cæſar and, heir of Char- 
lemagne. This appears ſomewhat contradictory to me: but 
mal are only flight blots, which are effaced and loft in the 
auguſt brightneſs of Voltaire's glory. I do pity: him that is 
not ſenſible, that knows not that his mind loved liberty to a 
poaſſion, that knows not of what ſervice he has been to the 
revolution. An ignoramus or baſe Zoilus alone can doubt or 
ro” Oo goa on j TT HL ITS 
But let us re-examine, combat, deſtroy an error of a great 
man, which, under the ſhelter of his name, would be fatal 
and dangerous: Dey had for themſelves (the kings of France) 
not only the ſuperiority of an hereditary erown over an elective one. 
What ſignifies the ſuperiority of an hereditary cfown over an 
elective one? Methinks the advantage, the real ſuperiority 
fdes entirely with the elective crown. How! is it not bet- 


— 


** #1865 * or renn 11 ee 


Hb * man to be placed on his" throne by his g 
abilities, his virtues, than to aſcend it by chat t 
Which is but à le - oblivion of the'in naliens Pi need 
right of the nation, of th Telpectable body 'of the peo 


» 


which offers but the boundleſs and gradual audacity pots 


executive power; which i is bit a monſter, 4 deſtroyer of all 
virtues. Had the crown been eleftive, "we would" n 
Have had a Lewis XI. a Charles EX. a Lewis XIV. nor wo 
fifty millions of Frenchmen have cen maſſacre in thofe 455 
| 7 reigns, the ſcourge „ 
No one will accuſe me of partiality to the court of Rome; 
i but the affair of the duke de Crequi, ambaſſador from France, 
is an attempt upon the rights of nations fanctioned by the 
power, pride, and injuftice of Lewis Xt 
= a revolt 1 the 3 on account or his ebe 


are guards betor 
8 15 of S 5 Pe a tr 
Cßigi, brother to pope Aer: U. charged the ambaſſy- 
dor's people in their turn; they ki CE NT 
Tome of the ſervants. ' The pope, awed by the power 
Lewis, ſentenced poor Corſican and a Sbir, who had on 
acted upon the defenſive, to be han; ged. But this Was not ſuf- 


not brook the pretended infult-of rb! refifict his reprefen- | 


tative; the pope was obliged to èrect a column with an inſcrip- 
tion containing both the outrage and 3 - and to fend 
a legate to beg his pardon. I am not di pleaſed at Teeing — 57 
dur blec a pretended court which for ten centuries 3 
Europe with diſcords, ſcandals, and blood; but this aff: rv $ 
o ſmall proof of the ſuperlative deſpotiſm of Lewis RX 
_ ** Every ſtep we are going to make under his 7 7 Will 
charQetized by an expreſſion, by an injuſtice more or 1e 


atrocious. Not contented with having overwhelmed. the N 


fortunate Charles IV. duke of Lorräin, in the treaty of the 
Pyrenees, he compels him to give up the town of Marfal. 5 

Faithleſs in all his promiſes, he Ky ond y violates his treaty 
in ſending clandeſtine ſuccours to Portup gal a gainſt Spain, 
anno 1663. By the ſame bad faith he a sold pending his. 
Mips.to join the Dutch fleet againſt En og though he was 


obliged” to it by the convention of 16 he 3 Te 


joiced at ſeeing thoſe two powers ruin their forces ant 


meree. 
_ "He fells his protection to thoſe very Du hien OY? is : 


5 Was e to protect in caſe of attack; and Colbert fivikes 
K 4 | 2 r 
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V. This duke had 
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—_ ſhameful bargain, - Phi races; his memory and that 
f Lewis his maſter. - 

He was guilty, of the —_ 3 io juſtice againſt Charles 


H. bis brother-in-law, after the death of Philip IV. king of 
| He pretended that F landers, Brabant, and Franche- 


2 05 Comté, provinces belonging to Spain, ſhould, according to 


„ 


the laws of thoſe territories, revert to his wife, in ſpite of 
the moſt formal renunciation of both. He ordered his rights 
to be properly inveſtigated by a council of tyrants and ſacri- 
Iegious divines, who, as may be caſily ſu noſed,” found bis 
arguments inconteſtable, and thoſe, of Ch: arles erroneous, 
WMl-founded, and invalid. _ 7h 
To convict Lewis XIV. of, perfid baſenels, 2 ernclty, 
we only. need to have recourſe to 85 he attacks, with the 
utmoſt rigor, a minor he ought to have protected being mar- 
Tied to his ſiſter; he attacks him, to Arip hens, ertelly an eg 
Juſtly 1. his pledged faith. 
Should one have ee e that the emperor. Leopold, as 
chief of. the houſe of Auſtria, would ſuffer Charles of Auſ- 
tria, king of Spain, to be thus bloodily injured? Ves, a 
Thameful accommodation takes place between Leopold and 
Lewis; and as there has always been people who durſt to 
extol the probity, juſtice, and generoſity. of kings, we find, 
on the contrary, that they were, as one might ſay, but a vile 
et. of robbers, at all times combined to prey upon the weak. 
and diſtreſſed: neither could conſanguinity, nor friendſhip, 
nor treaties reſtrain them. 

Ihe infamous compact made between them ſet forth, that 
copold ſhould, let Lewis ſeize: upon Flanders, and that at 
the death of Charles, whom they. conſidered - as kane vel, 
tze crown of Spain ſhould paſs into the emperor's family; this 
deed, a diſgrace to both princes, is depoſited in the archives 
0 the Louvre, What follows, will ſhow us how Lewis 
_ kept this covenant of ſpoliation 

. He enters, like a robber confident of boot lad — 4 
5 out reſiſtance, the towns of Charleroy, Oh, Tourn: 
Fumes, Armentiere, Courtray, Douay, Lille, &c. One th 
way ſay, that the facility of this irruption into Flanders, 

| gs led the baſeneſs of the enterprize. - 


wis joined to the king of Portugal, overpowered with 


2 all is forces, and with the advantages which Spain could not 
| a 8 a N of a ee, ee "my 


#1 #, 43 


moſt 3 nad: ee 8 war ths. ever Fg on 
waged; 3 N e e his e Againlt the maſt 


5 ines or FR. 


3 treaties, he returned to receive the: hon 
Which baſeneſs never. fails to beſtow POR fortunate mie. i 
ans. 4, 5 

The ſpoliation. 7 F ranche-C mls 2 was committed, in the 55 

Thane. iniquitous. manner; it was reduced in winter, anno 

1668, and in three weeks time, he entered this province as 
de would have entered his own dominions; he bent all to his | 
jron yoke. The country was poor in money, but fertile, well 

popu ated, and extended forty leagues in length and near 

twenty in breadth; it bore the name of franche, (free) and 
had been ſo indeed. The kings of bein goverged! it more 
: protector than as maſters. 

The people enjo ed great privileges, which, were — 
refpected at Madrid; but Lewis deprived them of all thoſe 
adyantages. That _province, once free, paſſed under the 
. yoke of tyranny 3 33 e was formerly governed. like an 
1 5 imperial city; never could the inhabitants have wiſhed for a 
milder government, nor were they ever more attached to their 

kings. Their predilection for the houſe of Auſtria, or ra- 
ther or their ancient goyernment;. laſted two generations; 
they had been like republicans. the engines of baſeneſs and 

violence were ſet to play, to bring them under the yoke of ty- 

| Fanny. A certain John Vatteville, firſt an officer in the army, 
next a Carthuſian monk, then for many years a muſſulman 
at Conſtantinople, and,. at laſt again a debauched prieſt, a 
traitor to his country, 0 ad from Lewis or his agents the 
promiſe of a deanery and ſeveral livings, if he would try all 
the powers of indignity, cunning, and treaſon, to enthra! 
thoſe. truſty. and credulous provincials; he, therefore, made 0 
uſe of all the {kill he acquired in his different profeſſions, 

This contaminated man, ſpy, ſhaxper, prieſt,” ſuborned with 

the gold of Lewis XIV. certain magiſtrates, officers, and the 
marquis of Vennes, governor general. .. Theſe intrigues, . '_ 
which would ſhock the leaſt generous. heart, were the more | 

ſhameful for -being. made ſe of againſt. a brother-in-law, 

_ whoſe only fault was iffancy and weakneſs; they were ys 
ported by an army of twenty thouſand men. r 
The king, w whoſe heart, mind, and faculties, .1 were ſo. 

falſe, ſo depraved, was. treated in this campaign the ſame as 

in his palace of St. Germain. He ſtood upon a moſt ridi- 
culous obſervance. of ceremonies. He had his great bed- 
chamber, his little hedchamber, his great and little entries, 

and his preſence chamber, in his tent, &c. People muſt 
ſgmrink with indignation, if they ſee. all the pageantry, all 
_ the . of e follow Ni e 3 of bauen | 
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ir a wonder he thould think himſelf in the right to 1 


9 


— 


nz ruf enn, or Tas 
they ſee him far from danger, inſult by his barbarous eaf 


poor-wretches whom he dooms to death and deſtruction. 
Europe awakes at laſt from her lumber. If his. ſucceſſes 


have been rapid; five days ſufficed for England, Holland, and 


Sweden, to join in confederacy againſt him, and to ſtop, at 


Jeaſt for ſome time, his efforts, outrages, and farther en- 


„ fo ar dfcn ne coh  rn le LI ITO, 
His pride was incenſed at this proceeding on the part of 
Holland; but he was forced to ſwallow Nun! oft feſent. 

ment. From this inſtant he planned revenge! But, is not 


1 


* 


he that had violated all, infringed: all, betrayed all; he th 


— 


r e err e e e 
perty ofhiv retative s 8 


Van Breuning, citizen of Amfterdam, treated with Lewis 


. 


XIV. as an equal does with his equal, and was much | en 


than him. This generots and true republican forced him to 
reſtore Franche Comte to Spain. The Dutch weuld have been 
you to have ſeen him give up Flanders; they did not like to 

ave ſueh a neighbour, and had great reaſon to ſuſpe& him; 
he was like a tyger caught in the net. He retained that pro- 


vince to open himſelf the gates of Holland of which he me- 


gitated the ruin in ſilent rage. Nations, never truſt to ſa- 


 ofificer;av/which ciretmſtances compel kings, "How fow ate | 


they that are not opprefſors by nature, deſtroyers of all li- 
berty ? Nations, mark what I fay, or a nioment's oblivion 


Charles II. that voluptuary ſo unworthy to wield | 


we Engliſh ſceptre, breaks off his alliance with the Dutch, 


ſeduced by the gold and promiſes of Lewis. Thus he made 


uſe of meanneſs, perſidy, and open, ' forcible robbery, to in- 


vade the Low Countries and Holland. Madume, fiſter of 


Cbarles and ſpouſe of Monſtcur, the king's only brother, was 


U 


_cumſtances whieh conhuer fortune, which are ſtronger 


entruſted with this negociation, which diſgraces both Madame 
and the two kings. She took her bon Calais to 
Dover, and found her brother at Canterbury, who, for gold 
which he was ſo laviſh of, ſigned all Lewis * ao. Ihe 
politics of thoſe kings, thoſe conſpirators againſt the welfare 
of nations, are of a moft heinous nature. ow opprobious 


And horrid are the ſecret manceuvres of their cabinets ! But 
the time is come to unmaſk all their crimes, to avenge the 


nations they have ſacrificed to their relentleſs fury: they 

make treaties, and diſſolve them one after another, according 
to the impulſe of their falſe intereſts, according to the eir- 
than 
tbeie 


2 6: ti 
* 


their narrow and momenta 

the eternal baſis of good faith, truth, candor, and morality, 
The ſpoils of Holtand, which was to be ſacked and ruined, 
Were already divided between the courts of: France and Eng- 
land, by a compact which the parties would have been aſha- 
med of bringing to light, of owning in the eyes of Europe; 
fo it had been done with Flanders, which was divided between 

France:and Holland in 1% ji gid 

Holland was then parted by two factions; the rigid re- 


FLO 
. 8 
* 

o 


4 1 *.. 8 4 
9 


publicans, who had John de Wit and Cormelius his brother 


zt their head; and the mpderators or ſla ves of the hauſe of 
Orange. By a return which would be fufficient td render 
the memory of Lewis XIV. opprobrius, he makes up diffe- 
Tences with the archbiſhop of Cologne, Manimiliam of Ba- 


varia, and Van Galen, biſhop of Munfter, whom he ſapplies 


with ſoldiers and money to reward his treachery. He had, 


in a former inſtance, protected the Dutch againſt this biſhop, 


the diſgrace of his church and dioceſe; and now he is not 
aſhamed of joining with him, of paying him t& cruſh them. 
What a prelate and what euren wg Had the Dutch known of 
this deteſtable compact, made with thoſe two profane miniſ- 
ters of religion, they would have well done to deliver them 


to the ſeyerities of the law, as traitors to the country, and to 
make them pay with their heads their conſpiracy againſt : 


Ik his reprobate biſhop, the ſon of an aſſaſſin, born in the 
pPriſon where his father was confined, brought it about, by 
all forts of intrigues and crimes, to be appointed to hisbiſhopric. 
He makes an attempt upon the privileges of the town: it 
ae; EA EN a 8 - f «7 

oppoſes i brave and generous reſiſtance to the profane ſhave- 
ling; but he, profiting by the military at his command, de- 


 Hivers it to all che fury of the looſe ſoldiery, and puts it to, 


Hire and ſworde He was but a vile plunderer covered wirk 


the epiſcopal mitre, who would one day receive money from 


the Dutch to protect them, and the next take the bribes of 
France to diſſerve the republic. Behold! theſe are the men 


whom Lewis XIV. hired for his purpoſes! theſe are the 


ſcandalous ſprings he put into motion to conſummate with 


more ſurety his projects againſt nations! Behold! this is 
the king to whom hiftorians burnt the incenſe of falſe en- 


comiums, to whom they decreed the title of Great. But it is 
not ſeaſonable yet, to tear from him the pompous titles 


which their guilty hands have conferred upon him. 

Never war more treacherous, never profcriptiom more in 

want of pretence, was brought forward. Lewis, with per- 
wi tk 

the 
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ite United Provinces; it joins France: England, by the fame 
| influence; had acted in a like manner. This union was ſimi- 
c Aar to the league of Lewis XI. with the emperor Maximilian, 
and the king of Spain, who had once ſworn the ruin of the 
republic of Venice, to plunder her treaſures, and lower her 
The States Genetal wrote to Lewis XIV. offering all 
kind of compenſations for the injuries he might alledge to 
have ſuſtained: he would not liſten to any propoſals, and 
een... 88 
Thirty fail of the line joined the Britiſh fleet. Lewis 
XIV. had near an hundred and twenty thouſand men: the 
biſhop of Munſter and the elector of Cologne had about 
twenty thouſand. Condé, Turenne, Luxembourg, were the 
generals; but to crown his preſumption, his vanity and pride, 
this king ſo empty, ſo bare before reaſon, philoſophy, huma- 
nity, takes with him an hiſtorian who was to write his vic- 
tories and dreadful ravages; and that hiſtorian, that flatterer, 
that ſlave who followed his baſe retinue, was Peliſſon. He 
was ſo confident of overwhelming the unfortunate republic 
that he went to her ruin as to a feaſt, Had he been afraid 
of any danger, the proud deſpot would have fled from the 
field of flaughter, as he did afterwards. VN 
The king, his council, his miniſters, were all in perfect 
harmony. The perfidious Louvois had emptied the ma- 
gazines of Holland, by purchaſing a part of the ammunitions 
which he employed in the deſtruction of the country. What 
horrid policy, what principles, what humanity, what good 
faith, what reſpect to the laws is that of monſters decorated 
with the title of kings and miniſter ?: 
That unfortunate republic was attacked, befides ſo many 
powers that had conſpired againſt her, by all the low plans 
of daſtardly, treacherous, and cruel weakneſs; ſhe had 
no body to oppoſe Turenne, Conde, and Vauban, than 
prince William of Orange, then only twenty- two years old. 
He was ſteady, ſevere, of a genius active above his bodily _ 
ſtrength, which made him endure adverſity. He could not 
at firſt reſiſt the torrent which broke in upon his country. 
The duke of Lorrain, leſs prudent than generous, unites 
PR with the republic, and ſaw his whole province laid 
I cannot conceive howaking ſupported with ſo many forees, 
could demean himſelf to have recourſe to perfidy. Minds, 
however little generous, might diſbelieve this truth, were 
it not preſerved upon the moſt authentic records. By dint = 
of intrigues and money he cauſed his agents to ſeduce the go- 
9 45 | | vernox 
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vernor of:Rhernberg, who baſtly ſold that place. To impoſe. . 
upon the multitude, he would himſelf be preſent at the ſiege, 
in which not a ſingle gun was fired. The baſe Daſſeri, lieu- 
tenant governor of the town, ſuffered death at Maeſtricht, 
whither his imprudence brought him, when he had conſfum. 
mated his treaſon. Lewis's paſſage over the Rhine, ſo much 
vaunted by venal pens, was but a lucky chance due to the 
peaſants of the environs, who informed the prince de Conde 
that there was an arm of the river almoſt dried up; he 
ſounded it and found it quite fordable, except a tract of about 
twenty yards, as it is atteſted in the letters of Peliſſon him- 
ſelf, who was an ocular witneſs. 7 91 i 
Lewis XIV. did never travel, nor commit his numberleſes 
aſſaſſinations, without being eſcorted and aſſiſted by his con- 
feſſor and great almone. e 
be provinces of Utrecht, Overyſſel, and Guelders, were 
invaded; Holland made overtures and propoſals of peace: 
but on the other hand, the terms offered by the tyrannical 
deſpot were of ſo ſhocking and indignant a nature, as filled 
every heart with deſpair, fury, and terror. Amongſt other 
abſurd conditions, he pretended to eſtabliſh the Roman reli- 
gion throughout the country; and that the Dutch ſhould 
_ fend him every year an ambaſſador extraordinary, with a gold 
medal, with a legend purporting that it was to him they 
owed their liberty. Is not this the ſum of ſtupidity and pride ? 
What is then Nature? Who makes men equal and free but 
ſhe ? Baſe blaſphemer ! waſt thou a God to give liberty? 
© Thus cruelly circumſtanced, Holland ſhowed virtues only 
to be found among republicans, Every one run to the bank. 
The magiſtrates ordered the caves in which the money had 
been depoſited ſince ſixty years, to be opened, Charles II. king 
of England, became then a bankrupt to the nation, and Lewis - 
XIV. laid waſte the country and became inſolvent. 
At laſt, thoſe auſtere republicans check this fierce con- 
queror; they pierce the dikes, and Amſterdam is wreſted 
from him. Admiral Ruyter attacks on the coaſts of England 
the combined fleets of Charles and Lewis, and clears the 
coaſts of Holland. : e eons 
The negociations of the prince of Orange rouſe the em- 
peror, the empire, the council of Spain, and the governor 
of Flanders; he even diſpoſes England to peace. In ſhort, . 
this great robber entered Holland in May, and in July, 
Europe had entered into a confederacy againſt him. © 
He returned to Paris in 1672, leaving upon his traces 
devaſtation, murder, rapines, and all the terrible calamities 
of war, having inyaded with all the forces of France, a 
EI NS art ek, | | country 
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de had not the leaſt lawful reaſon; to be incenſed 


"1 — he returned to enjoy the flatteries of praiſe, the de- 
ceitful grandeur of monuments, which flavery, at the com- 


mand of tyrants, laviſhes upon the greateſt villains j in their | 

gilt hour of proſperity, 

os France was then diſplaying the tinſel of falſe crandenr in 
es of beinen whilſt the farmer was ſhedding tears, 


BP this falſe and tranſitory ec/at was to be followed by 


Jong, dreadful, and real miſery, Our arms were ſpreading 
all over Europe, but the fields laying fallow by the foreible 


enliſting of laborers; our fleets were covering the ocean 
and Mediterranean, but ſoon our broken maſts and Wer 


s were to be the ſport of the ſeas. 
Lewis XIV. had poſitively the whole quantum of i 


rance required to make a bad father, a bad ſon, a bad car 


band, in a word, a barbarous monarch : he may be ſaid to 


' bave poſſeſſed the latter quality in a.ſuperlative degree. _ - ; 


 Luxembourgh involved Holland, into freſh danger. In the 


midſt af winter he marches at the head of the troops he com; 


manded, over the ice which ſurrounded the Hague and 


Leyde; 3 a thaw follows, which will ſave both cities. 


This enterprize was terminated by an atrocity which 
Joaded the French name with deteſtation; two cities, rich 
and well peopled, were left to the pillage of the ſoldiers; who 
committed every exceſs which brutal audacity can. be guilty\ 


of; they ſet fire to them, and at the light of the flames, 


gave themſelves to the moſt atrocious debauches. A ſeries of 
fixty years could not extinguiſh the remembrance of this 
abominable conduct. 

Lewis XIV. had ſpies at every court. The gold of Frame 


| was again. profuſely expended in creating fermentations. in 


Hungary, in gaining the-friendſhip of the duke of Hanover, 


and the electer of Brandenburgh; and engaging the king of 


England to declare war againſt Holland, in ſpite of the cla- 
mors and indignation, of the whole nation. All Europe was 
diſturbed by his gold, his ſecret treaties, his negociations ; 
but all his baſe reſources were fruſtrated, and could not hin- 


der the emperor, the empire, Spain, and Holland, to declare 
open war againſt him in 1673. In three battles given on 
the 7th, 14th, 21ſt, of June, Ruyter was more than ever 


admired. The vice-admiral 4. Efirtces wrote in a letter: I 
would fain have purchaſed Ruyter's glory at the endet of 
BY life ; victory remained undecided, 

Maeſtricht, — by TR; ſurrendered on the 29th 


of ag 
Fs 


* 
* 
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« The pride of Lewis ſwelling till more by-theſe ſucceſſes, 
was offended at a brave officer's having given. up a place 
which he could no longer defend; he condemned him to 
ze dragged to Utrecht with a ſpade in his hand, and to have 
his ſword broke, | | 5 : 
England 


- — 


forces the diſſolute Chatles II. to make WES and 


to be no longer the unjuſt. and mercenary inſtrument of the 


— 


revenge of Lewis. The triumphal arch of the gate of St. 


Denis and all other monuments were not finiſhed when he had 
loſt every thing; theſe: maſter pieces only were left to us. 
We honor Blondel, who made that ſuperb triumphal arch; we 
honor Girardon, who erected the four ſublime ſtatues upon 
the Place des Vifoires; but we pity them for having lived uns 
der a deſpot : and that pretended hero, that immortal max, 
near whole perſon his pride had fettered them, only excites our 
indignation, Never mortal being was thus baſely flattered 


in hislite-time, nor praiſed, nor idolatrized like him; and 


never truth, philoſophy, humanity, reaſon, and morality, 
were more cloſely united to ſtrip that barbarous phantom, 


that hideous image, nor made more vittuous efforts to deſtroy : 


the temple, the prieſts, and the idol. Ce 
- After having ſcattered the bones of the French all over the 
globe, having forced a million of families to wear the garb of 
ſadneſs, miſery, and to ſhed tears, he was obliged to relin- 
quiſh all his atrocious folly of conqueſts had made him in- 
vade, and moreover to carry on a long and bloody war againſt 
Spain, the empire and Holland, cruelly outraged and irritated 
againſt him. : 225 VVV 
The reſources of a barbarian who ſees, without pity, the 
tears and blood of his ſubjects are immenſe in a kingdom po- 
pulated and fertile like France; he oppreſſed the people, 
robbed them of their money, and diſpeopled the country, to 
keep up his armies. e nn 
In the ſecond invaſion of Franche-Comté, he ſuborned, 
ſeduced the Swiſs by dint of money, and prevailed over them 
to hinder the Spaniſh troops who came to ſuccour that pro- 
vince, from paſſing through their country. This poor and 
greedy nation could not reſiſt the gold of Lewis XIV. Spain 
and the empire made but promiſes; this compact both diſ- 
honors the Helvetic nation and Lewis XIV. Conde beſieges 
and takes Beſangon, the attacks were directed by Vauban; 
it was taken in a ſe'nnight, and all Franche-Comte ſubdued 
in ie ek ; T e 
Then follows the laſt campaign and the death of Turenne, 
after he had burnt the Palatinate in 1675; by the expreſs or- 
ders of Lewis, who only deſerves the name of a great ibn 
EO „ : | WO 
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1% 5 THE CRIMES oF TRE 
and an incendiary. Nero did only ſet fire to Rome; but 
Lewis laid cities, and above twenty-five opulent market- 
tovens, in aſhes. The eleQor Palatine ſaw from his caſtle 
at Manheim, the flames which -conſumed thoſe” unfortunate 
towns; there was but wretched fugitives erring in the fields; 
the frightful blaze of the fires illuminated during night, their 
tears and pallid countenances : it is impoſſible to relate theſe 
| horrors and unpardonable crimes without ſhedding tears. 

Alſace was likewiſe ravaged and burnt, to prevent, they. 
fad, the enemy's getting ſubſiſtence there; a policy of igno- 
rant and ſavage barbarians: abſurd tyrants, lay waſte the 
whole world, and you will reign over deſerts, Ah! how 
ſorry I am to ſee in the writin ngs of a man, worthy of the 
reſpect of all ages, ſpeaking of the death of 'Furenne, - His 
Flory covered all, Juſt heaven! what glory muſt it be that 
is acquired by murder, rapine, flames, ſlaughter, and the 
moſt lamentable groans ! and Voltaire could add, Baß des, the 
ſeventy thouſand Germans whom he hindered from penetrating into 
| France, would have done much more miſchicf there than he did 
in Lorrain, Alſace, and the Palatinate. What! Voltaire; 

3 what, thou great man, whoſe humanity was ſo refined, 
couldſt thou utter theſe words diſavowed by reaſon ? How 
could he have done worſe than in ſacking, in laying every 
thing in aſhes, and leaving the inhabitants of thoſe ſad abodes' 

to all the horrors of famine, deſolation, and ruin? Ah! let 
us cover this momentary forgetfulneſs with all that the 
arts, philoſophy, and the revolution owe him; it will not 
be too much to atone for this error. 

Finally, in 1675, the cries of France, dipeopled f 5 
conſolate, were heard, and terrified, for the firſt time, the 
pitileſs miniſter; there was already a want of men, and too 
many villagers had been ſwept away by the deſtructive cala- 

| mities of war. Lewis XIV. convened the arrierban, which. 
only cauſed embarraſſment and perpetual diſcord. 

He was baſely jealous of his brother's victory at Mont- £4 
Caſſel, would not ſpeak of it, nor pay him the ſmalleſt com 

£ pliment, nor even go to ſee the field of battle which was 
quite adjacent, Thoſe who knew the monarch's diſpoſition, 

foretold Monſieur that he would never more command Armies; 23 

the prediction was actually fulfilled, © 

In 1676, Ruyter terminated his life in a bea · ight gains 
Duqueſne. From a ſimple cabin- boy, he roſe to the elevated 
dignity of admiral, and for this was only the more entitled 
to our reſpect. The council of Spain had ſent him the title 
and letters patent of duke; a W 1 nate and 


contewptible to a republican. . 8 
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Thoſe, parchments, ſo ridiculous, fo uſeleſs to his glory, 
Juſt arrived after his death, and his children; worthy of their 
father, refuſed them. Duqueſne attacks a third time the 

combined fleets of Spain and Holland, and ohtains d com- 
plete victory; and Lewis XIV. that baſe Roman catholic, 

Aude ing a reward fuitable to his deſerts, merely beeauſe he 
Was a proteſtant; this he gave him to uhderſtand one day; 
Duqueſne anſwered; Men I fougbt for you; I did not think 


whether you was of another religion than me. He was guilty of 


that ſtupid cruelty only to be en among fanatics; he 
obliged the ſon of that great mah live expatriated, at the 
revocation of the edict of Nanta; he took with him his fa- 


ther's aſhes which he had been obliged to buy clandeftinely. 


Wie have read upon his tomb an epitaph, à diſgrace to the ty- 
rant, Holland erected a mauſoleum to Ruyter, and France refufed 


a Atte duff to bis conqueror, © | Ws 
— Great manes of Duqueſne, be comforted! it is not France 
That did refuſe thee; it is the mean deſpot who cruſhed her. 
© Theſe battles were given on the coaſt of Meflina ; but the 
French were forced to evacuate Sicily like Holland, and both 
ſeas were uſeleſſiy ſtained with their bloods — 


After tlie ſacking of Holland, Spain, England, Germany, 
Lorrain, the burning of the Palatinate, the exhauſtion of 


Sweden; after the ruin of France and all Europe; after 
twenty millioris of oy. murders, executed by his com- 
mand, the'town-houſe of Paris gives him the title of Great, 
in 1680, or rather ſlaves in the hire of this buteher of the 
French, in virtue of his royal name and power, tendered it 


to him; it having been cuſtomary formerly and ſince, to give 


aer or dear titles to tyrants, in ſpite of their being 
deſp 


Iſed and diſclaimed by truth, by poſterity, and all ſenſi- 
"MC contemporinien: dd ot ny 


In vain will venal wits control fame like opinions. The 
free ſuffrage of the public overthrows their work, and leaves 
but infamy to the flatterers of the undeſerving idol. 2 


This deified tyrant concludes a peace: Spain; the Empire, 


and Holland, diſband their ſupernumerary forces; but he ſets 


the dangerous and ruinous example to Europe, in keeping 
on foot and maintaining his armies in peace. He eſtabliſnes 


juriſdictions to unite the territories of princes too weak to 
reſiſt him, robs, plunders the electors Palatine and of 
FTreves, the lordſhips of Falkenberg, Germeſheim, Ven- 


dentz, and deſtroys in ten cities of Alſace, the liberty which 


they had enjoyed under the emperors. Straſpurgh gained by 


gold, intrigue, and terror, is a monument of the-inexotable 
bdaſeneſs of the tyrant. He ſuborns the baſe burgomaſters, 


* N i; n who, Gf 


— 


3 


* 


_—_ of their angient IL ſurrender the er in one 
ta -the-20th. of September 16 Ne 


in war, he demands the hon. of yr wg which, } he 1 

the miniſters plenipotentiaries had forgot to ſtipulate i in the 
treaties; and on account of the dilatorineſs of Spain, he . 
blecks up Luxemburgh. - 

i He built above one hundred citadels, Honningen, Sarre- 
Ladis, the fortreſſes of Straſburg and Mont-Royal; in vain 
did he attempt to dazzle by this falſe. grandeur; the inward 
ꝓprovinces of the kingdom were deſolate, the fields neglected, 
depopulated, deſerted, and overborne with enormous im- 

ae . 
g This monſter, a to the a of Europe, perſe- 


£uted the- French proteſtants, and ſuborned thoſe of that 


norſualion, who, had "rebelled in Hungary. What an odious 
policy! what an impious treaſon! yet 2 confeſſor, an almo- 
ner never ſtirred from the ſide of the contemptible tyrant! 

I ſhall defer mentioning his. horrid revocation of the edict 
of Nantz to the end of his reign, though it happened in 
168 5, and continue the enumeration of his cncroa hments 
ren Europe. | 
He ipfringes the. treaty. of Nimeguen, bombents Luxem- 
burgh, takes Courtray and Dixmunde in Flanders, ſeizes 
upon Tréves, &c. A treaty had hardly been concluded, 
and whilſt Europe relies on his pledg ed faith, he breaks it. 
Was there robbery ever committed Lich more raſhneſs? A 
highwayman, who ſtrips you on, the road, is brought, for a 
Aingle deptedation, on the ſcaffold ; and the aſſaſſins of na- 
tions, who deluged the earth with "the blood of its inhabi- 
tants, die on a; bed; ſurrounded with kneeling ſlaves. Will 
.vations never do themſelves juſtice > Will — never fright- 
en them who uſurp their power? I hope that after all, ſome 
ſavage conqueror, ſome king, ſome tyrant, will pay with his 
head the violation of the eternal rights of man and nature. 

At one time he joins the Chriſtians againſt the Turks, and 
-at another he ſupports, the Turks againſt the Chriſtians. 

He begins afreſh/ broil with the elector Palatine, with re- 

ard to the rights of the princeſs Palatine, ſecond wife to 

fonkeur, rights ſhe had renounced by her contract of mar- 
Fi e. 

. war with Spain in 1667 for the rights of Mary There- 
ts, proves, in ſpite of that renunciation, that kings make and 
break treaties. In this manner the deſpot provoked and 
Aripped — a prince: : but L 3 7 is ſee a general confederacy | 

_ againſt 


_ 2 | 


range was the ſoul of it. The Emperor, a part or. ne 

ire, Holland, the duke of Lorrain, had already made a 

cloſe confederacy at Au giburg: Spain and Savoy accede z 

the pope mate the co Federates oy his "intrigues, and Ve- 
nice fayored them . hep 


re than fix. hundred thouſand proteſtants, Aying f from the 

-baſe perſecutions of Lewis XIV. carried their. induſtty, mu- 
"ney, and juft hatred againſt the tyrant,” LL with” them. 

; We Mall oon ſee him pay for his triumphs d hunilliatibns; 
| 20 it is vin i the, 227010 of, his 75 5 that muſt N 
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N henller, ore 


1 ES XIV. had brought upon himſelf the juſt re- 
ſentment of the Emperor, the Empire, Spain, England, Hol- 
land, Savoy, and almoſt all Italy, I feel a profound affliction 
and indignation. What! half a million of men are dragged 
to their graves by the orders of a wen an individual, a bloody 
7 . wretch ! ah! unfortunate mortals! unfortunate flock. com- 


. mitted to an unworthy ſhepherd ! how fatal has ignorance | 


proved to you! What buſineſs had you in the fields of car- 
nage, in the camp of death? What benefit, what favor w. 


to requite In To be butchered, or to murder your bro- 


„ thers. 

I read in an Wintertag „ Liwis felt a pure joy. Pure jo 
amidſt 2 ſum of. evils ſo. dreadful ! nay, tranquillity i in ch 

3 EY): would prove a Ms a heart 3 relentleſs beg 
1 4 . ' 2 ; 


_ xing ene vek: EE 
a5 ſhim i in 1688 ; 3 what a pleaſure i it gives 1 the prince 


inces of Italy were of the fame 
Nis. in the Rk the Festes were er the Imp perialiſts. | 


four "wh AY thouſand men 194 arms, | 
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nen +5 nager, by the long and pitilefs alpeRt of blood and 
111111111 ᷣ ᷣ d ene ct” 
* firſt fire Kindled in the Palatinate was but a ſpark in 
compariſon to the frightful flames ſpread by incendiaries 
who ravaged that fine country in February in 1689. This 
king, whoſe memory ought to be for ever abhotred, gave or - 
ders to lay all the country in aſhes. The Teviſtation began 
with Manheim and Heidelberg, reſidences of the elector. 
The abominable monarch who could give ſuch ofders, ſhut 
up in his palace of Verſailles, was a monſter, an atrocious 
cool incendiary, who deſerved a thouſand times to periſh in 
the flames; the generals who acted under his command were 
bloody executioners. They ſet fire to above fifty. caſtles, 
and Kope! as many conſiderable boroughs, flouriſhing 
and well-built cities; men, women, old people, children, 
_received orders to quit inſtantly their manſions, which were 
to be deſtroyed by fire and ſword. They left precipitately | 
their country, thus ranſacked ; a part of them were hoyerin 
- about the fields ruined and laid waſte: many periſhed by-co 
"and hunger. Repreſent to yourſelf this numberleſs crowd, 
diſconſolate, deſpairing, ſtruck with terror; the tears, the 
cries of women and children; the ſon carrying off his old and 
helpleſs father; ſick people violently turned out of their 
bed and abode ; priſons, hoſpitals, conſumed by the flames 
With the unhappy beings who could not make their eſcape, 
laughter, horror and confuſion which reigned over this vaſt 
z tract, and it will give you ſome idea of a part of the unheard- 
of crimes of Lewis XIV. Deplore with me, dear reader, 
“fn. ,, TIT Tons ene 
The elector Palatine had done but his duty in joining 
"the. confederates of the reſt of Germany againſt Lewis, who 
had once burnt and ranſacked his territories. He had com- 
' manded thoſe exceffes in the midſt of pleaſures, while the 
_ © moſt dreadful miſery reigned in the kingdom. Who, can ſay 
he paid fer thoſe abominable triumphs by adverſities ſtill 
greater! no, no, he cannot acquit himſelf in the eyes of na- 
6 ure J no, no, the misfortunes of an individual cannot make 
" amends for the evils he has cauſed; the death of one man 
canhot even. atone for the death of a fingle fellow creature. 
How Yhould Lewis XIV. expiate the ruin of ſo many ſtates? 
How ſhould he atone fot the murder of twenty millions. of 
men? Falſe diſcourſe,. vain hope! there is nothing in the 
World that can avenge Europe which he ravaged: * ! the 
tomb ſwallows the oppreſſor and the oppreſſed; but let me, ye 
bloody manes, ye hloody manes of Frenchmen, let me at 
leaſt pour the cup of infamy upon his iniquitous and og 
5 0 aſhes ! 


N N l 


% 


aſhes 
his fame 
Of ſo many battles, of ſo many diſaſters and lives loſt,'no- 
thing has remained than the long misforturies' of the people 
 - and the eriynes of = tyrant oO n GO IO SST 
In 1691, men, money, all was gone, all was ſwallowed in 


! 4 evold he but hear me, could he but ſee at preſent 


rn 


thoſe ruinous wars which had dug ſo many fepulchres ; deſo- 
lation hovered. over Frante, every thing ſeemed to'threaten 
| her with destruction. The want of .necefſaries was dreadful, 
: 15 the madneſs of government rejolced atnidſt the public 
WW. ORBIT TI I rien, oof, 
The French hat inveitellthe are öf laring-of boinbs from 
a moving pan, quite as well as from the ſolid ground. Well! 
fatal mortals, who cultivate the infernal art of deſtroying 


* 


each other, it was by this very ſecret, Dieppe, Havre dę 


Grace, St. Malo, Dunkirk, and Calais, were reduced td 4 


heap of ruins! 1 „„ ce 
Finally comes the peace of Ryſwick, after whole ſtreams 
of blood had been ſpilt, where this fierce deſpot was rendered 
more tractable; the misfortune and exhauſtion of France be: 

gan to make ſome impreſſion upon his relentleſs ſou. 


He recognizes William III. whom he had treated as a ty- 


rant till then, as lawful king of England; and king James, 
fox whom he had made ſo Any, vain efforts, was forgot in 
this treaty ; he remained at St. Germains,. reduced to neceſ- 
ſity by kin nageior,. oe TIES ST 

Europe now began to dictate laws to his pride. The ini- 


| Quitous decrees of the chamber of Briſſac and Metz e 
10 eſts of - 


o many ſovereigns, were ſuppreſſed, all the conqueſts. 

Lewis were reſtored. Briſſac, Kell, Friburg, and Philipſ- 
burg were returned to the empire; he conſented to demoliſh 
the forts of Straſburg upon the Rhine, Fort-Louis, Trarbach, 
and Mont-Royal, in which Vauban had exhauſted all his 


kill. Lorrain was alſo reſtored. „„ | 

What benefit, what happineſs has then been derived from 
the numberleſs battles given upon both elements? None, 
Oh! wretched mortals, who render your life a ſeries of mis- 
fortunes and crimes, is it not time to renew the virtuous pro- 
neral and perpetual peace, © 

I only addreſs nations, the whole maſs of Europeans, and 
not the hereditary tyrants who have overwhelmed them ſo 
lohgz is it not time ta form that coalition which even wiſe 
men durſt not hope for of late, e! e we are cons 
by knqwledge, philoſophy, and morality; now, while li- 
e e eee 
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s glory, his laurels, his geſpotie throne levelled tg 
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in Web. he. gaded th cople with; but which. wil 3 
een craſh "We tha | Eo Sins Tn ſore other” part of 
t that aL w ck is perhaps not. .f 1 e edle 
err rical as has been te e let us proc 5 

Muc | has: been, Aa d . abou! E Taccellori rat © and che 
hullice 5 bar 10 that e to tlie crown "of 85 ain; 3 


El ver, f fe be be 1057 1c 5 Fon, 
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ounced h is pretenſions | 
to ingdom by the Treat of t arcs ane ſee & this 


enunciation Which he h ee e the 
5 e , bo tons de the 
Treaty. and violates all ri 


In 1696, a treaty. 12 Fa Flt ate 121 nh bade, 725 by 10 
Levis renounced entirel Pg the pork oh to Spaniſh h th 570 88 
| e he's wag wrap 1 fign 155 Jane e ach 5 

ut by what relapſe could t. 5 iſe and tread upon fuc 

[RS acts: ere, we ſha 21 Il lee ae which his in- 
 fatiable deſire of ade of en Kis power, will 
make him conſider as as null and unfair. Mean, while, let us 
gaſt a glance of i innate reaſon. upon that world. of Tidiculous, 
whimſical, ; rapacious, and tyrannical uſages, Which kin 

have recourſe to with as much audacity, cold blood, atid con- 
Edence, as a man might claim a fie! a rendered facred as his 
property by 39 deeds. 

Things ought to be diate f. by, primordial Wer to 
which tyranny. has ſubſtituted her phantoms for above ivy 
thouſan years. 

What gonld be the legs ay of: a man, an individual” a king, 
eompared to the genera (AVE of nations? Could it annihi- 
late them? What could be the renunciation, the laſt will of 
Charles II. puſillanimous ringe, N. talents, without 
energy, without virtue? What could be the ceſſion of the | 
crown of Spain to the grandſon of Lewis XIV, ?, Can Ha- 
tions be made over like a farm, like a flock of mean cattle? 
It is but the whole nation that might give herſelf. away; and 
even this ſhe cannot do, being. unable to diſpoſe 0 füture 8 
nerations. We know the world is of an everlaſting. a 
changeable duration; the inftant of donation. Ru, there- 
fore be deſtroyed by the next inſtant, and with' th is, 'all mo- 

entary, phyſical, and moral conformities. All that may 

be urged in favor of this uſage, wt ut the crime of tyrants, - 

Such a donation on the part of gf + people has never ex- 
led, for he is only trifling with the, readers, who. tells 
them ST was "(RAS by the natian. Such A call ought ace 

| well 


E 


3 weakneſs had 1490 him make a legacy in 
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well eres, and made by all the provinces. of the empire; 7 
it would require an expreſs national aſſembly, © whole" meth. 
bers ought 25 have called, with the p Ke ede 29 —.— of their 
conſtituents, the' grandfon of Lewis X rwiſe that 
retended call is only a derifion of the rights' 97 the people, 
a maſked oppreſſion, a tobbery of their fovereignty, of which 
l have always been trying and art ſtill trying to make 
em loſe the idea; but T fhalt put them incefſantly in mind 
of it, I ſhall bring to the remembrance of the man ii ob- 
ſecurity, the man in diſtreſs, to bear up his Piri, to conſole 
Him, that he is a member of the fovitei n, that the magiſ- 
trates, the king, the repreſentatives' of the people, 2 are' only 
to execute the orders of tHe nation of which he is a Pare 
It cannot be Nb: that Charles V. Was lenk 8 the 


1 


an aleleß 52 MANY d 5 0 the e delium of A 52 
ing man. To make over nations by wa, _ legacy, to inhe- 
rit them in direct or collateral line, 18 es ford infa- 
nity which tyranny immemorial SAT p ut in the 785 of 
man; The time Will come When 5785 de eliction bf 55 | 
Eternal principles ſhall be ackno wiedg even the a 
law of inheritance'of the crown 941 b dor given us, nor copld | 

zive oF, till a Lewis XIV. what has b 1 aid ought to d be 
enough to make us re] N 

The emperor had in ſupport of. his PD the Cennkitis- 
Fons of the crown of Spain of Lewis XIII. and Lewis XIV. 
Authentic and ratified; the blood of which Maxiniiliart and 
Charles II. were deſcended, and moreover, the love of a 
8 patt of the Spanifh nation, could more equitably derer 

The i great PE in his favor. Frans 

e imbecility of Charles, his 5 1 diſpoſition,” his 
vor. of an ephew 
of the name of Maximifian Mary, ſon of the eleckor of 
Bavaria, in 1696. Charles, never conſtant, and firſt go- 
verned by his mother, had made that legheF 3 afterwards,” di- 
rected by his wife, he tore it, and protnil ed never to 6 
another heir than the ſon of Leopold. N r 

While this happened at Madrid; Fr 'rance, Auſtria, E- 
land, and Holland, who. faw Charles near bis grave, agree 
between them abdut his future dominions. 

Lewis XIV. had his ſhare, which he accepted, ſigned his 
 acceptation with the dauphin his ſon,” and they both re- 
nounced in good form the totality of the ſucceſſion. © © 

The expiring Charles hearing that his dominions were thus 


divided in his life-time, makes a ſecond * in favor of 
E the 


1 


TY 3 i hiked or run 


Wes 2 $6 


the-fon of the elekter of Bavaria.” 1 5 he deſigned. prince 4 
immed diately the. intrigues ace f at Madrid, bn 
Vert les, the Hague, Tonga 522 225 Rome. 

2 14 IV. naß reſh compact; he > prom iſed 
10 f y what, N offered to him in the fit He 
Preſſed Ripon, to be ſigned; to this the emperor 9850 

Bok. . 955 to 15 the 8 5 gle OE to. bünsſelt 
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1 


; clonal ney was not ee to. F 
| ha 
5 


ported 8 ir 9 — in pit of de renpnciations_ 
Mary. Th = i ir in 2 vl the renuncia- 
and 8 of Lewis 1 45 
10 Finally, that les II. that 1 9 5 5 oF paring 
3577 in a. conyent of, ominicans, conf vits Rope. Kane . 
N. and upon his. anſwer, 9 2 by; [iptereRt, and with” an 
1755 20 e power er of t e emperors if, Italy, he re- | 
4960 8. akes his third wi on the ath of October, 
9, in 1 of the duke of Ar ou, grandſon of Lewis 
BY Wai Tbey ſeized the moment v "when f ihe queen had left 
to, make. him ſigu it: What intrigues 75 deprive the 
2195 5 OY, + ing pk of, ee a. king at their 


1 | 
Si [ gers of elections are a common. topic, but 1 bal 
7:6 15 partiſans of hereditary tyrants to quote as many 
. tyoubles, diſſentions, and implacable wars for the ſake of. 15 
elecl lan of a king, as hiſtory exhibits among thoſe kings 
| e, the inheriting of an uſurped right, a right which they” 
have 77 to inherit the nation 
All. Europe thoug ht the will had a ade Verſailles. 
1 0 this ohſeure R ing departs 775 November I, i 
The formal renunciation 0 Thereſa, and Anne of 
Auſtria, expreſſly ratified by Sis IV. excluded him for 
ever from the crown. of Spain; 95 and it was by violating thoſe 5 
"treaties he pretended to paſs it to his grandſon. His agree- 
ment ith the foreign powers with whom he had divided, the 
7 gdgm was ſacred, if there be any thing ſacred upon earth. 
Heb was the firſt who had propoſed. the meaſure; and to vio- 
late a free, ſpontaneous: agreement, is a perfidy, a crime 
. Fhich all. the laws would e in a Folens perſon ; * 
| 558 ! | : g or 
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| for that vlt ten of treaties, the nations alone were ſrerificed 
and aſſaſſinated. | 

The ſhameful politics of Lewis XIV. was heverthcleſy 
diſappointed. | This boary villain found” means to convey 
money to, the 5255 of En ogland, to ſeduce, as he had 
fone, x many times, certain ſhe 71 to make them oppoſe 
the war "which Europe threatened to declare againſt him. 
Lewis was quite intoxicated with the proſperous appegs 
rance of his fitnation z ; his family ſpread its power from 
d Anvers to Gibraſtar, from the Danube to Naples. He told 
the duke de la Rachefoucault, ſpeaking of the emperor's pro- 
poſals, You will find them ill mare infiline than yon have been 
Hermes, "To ſpeak” thus haughty, thus indecent y about 
Leopold 8 3 torr who had at lea ſuch rights to the ſuc - 
ceſfion. : as he had not renounced before, is an arrogance which. 
will ſoon be Weinen r e co es . 

He gives to the ſon of James II. the title and nend 
of 1 in ſpite of his whole couneil, having acknow- 
ledged at the treaty of Ryſwick that this title was due to 
I am III. His acknowledging the fon of James, brought 

en n him the reſentment of the nation; and without this, 
the parliament of England would not have interfered; be- 
kar Auſtria and the Bourbons. The deſpotiſm he meant: 
to exerciſe over Europe, ſhocked that generous nation. 
The citizens of Longon manifeſted their ſpirit and hatred 
upon this occaſion; How pitiful would be our condition, faid 
they in their addreſs, were we to be governed at the wiſh of @a 
prince who made uſe of fire, ſeord, and gallies, to _extirpate the © 
proteſtants from bis dominions : would he be more humane to ut ? 
William died the 16th of March 1792, | 
© He conſidered his generals as his pupils ; he aſcribed all the 
victories of 'Turenne, Condé, Luxembourg, and Catinat, to 
his own genius. The ſavage brutality which they mani- 
feſted on certain occaſions was certdibly his own ; but their 
{kilful marches, meaſures, and the pes nar of a whole 
campaign, in a word, all the knowledge of the abominable 
art of war, were no more his own than the verſes of Corneille 
and Racine. 

Thoſe croſſes of St. Lewis which are Alen in ſuch diſre= 
pute in our times, were created by him in 1693, and ſold 
in the beginning of the. miniſtry of Chamillard in 1699, at at 

fifty livres, at the war office. 
I ſee with pleaſure the aggrandizement of the confederacy 
made to humble him, The duke of Savoy and the king of 


Forbes * N n and the . | | Te 
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d ce F and th Pos he exceed the hopes of 


ee Pripes Eugene: and he commanded the confede- 
rated armies gp 15 
ON os Hh 
Marlber ongh 9 ei twe YE: Hay men killed, fourteen 


thouſand, N iſoners, Fu ;.Cannon,. . field He | 


and twelye:. hundred, : comp 
Me gt If 


a ing .olpcers . ignalz 


| nothing was left of for any. RR m both. | 
Jand, and Kea. The atmies were eſtroyed, the 15 by 


hilated, and. all devoured; It. the, 500 5 the cauſe of fo 


many diſaſtexs, was ;ftill alive! Ar UE rating 55 man 
thouſands of his ſubſects who had periſhed ough him, 55 


was only ſorry to 1 falſe pe ak faded. and eclipſed. 

Misfortunes were heaped upon 5 -) Villeroy 

— — the battle f a which c 0 

d F renchmen. The defeat of the ar ay: t Tyri 
1 2 Ms loſe all her Jtalian conqueſts, like the bati -4 * 
811 -which coſt the o moſt e Rhine ang b why 1 Ma i 100 

ae from the Danube t 


Amidſt ſo many es, Lewis. aa, the WY 1188 to 
carry, the theatre 5 the. war into England. Such a project, 
even in the mes, of hi $ greateſt proſperity, - wou haye been 
extremel abien. In 1 155 it was that of an old extrava- 
gant, Sr 
The allies — the c comma nd of, Marlborough, and. Eu- 
gene defeat the French army, ill conducted and, ſcattered. at 
Oudenarde, July 11th 1708. 

In the ſame year, the, diſconſolate and e French 
bac againſt this proud ſultan, humbled, abandoned, even 

y the pope, and attacked from all quarters. 

gf was plunged into the deepeſt. diſtreſs ; 3 the extor- 


the life; of Tony 


2 rather her 0 by her old f tgp, 
ttle of | 
111 1704, t- the celebrated Juke 01 


tioner could find no more reſources to ſeize on; the fartpers | 


general, ho had purchaſed the ri ght of f ſacrifigin g. the 


nation, would grant no loans: p ation e Rn A 
Afth part, its commerce was loſt, its 5 yards were * 50 


4 
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| "TY fillow for Want of Hands, an etmigration of three mil- 
oa: of uſeful citizens on account of the revocation of the 
ict of Nantz; in ſhort, after ſo many bloody triuraphs, all 
France was but an exhauſted and dying body. . | 
© Chamillard, the favorite miniſter and ehief of the a 
lad, by his inexperience; been the canſe of ſeveral defeats; 
er Ke had conſumed and drained the laſt reſources of the 
Nats: he leaves it in a horrible dilapidation. 

*The cruef winter carried the public calamities, the deſpair 
bf the nation, tö the higheſt degree, I rejoice in the humi- 
lidtron, of the tyrant, ! and deplore the fate of the people; 
ewis is fo forced * implore the fame Dutehmen whom he had 
eine o 41 treated, to grant him peace, I glory in the 
ng they [ſhowed at this epoch; it was the ſentiment of a 
g pad. bloody outrage, The prefident Rowille was ſent 

this negociation; he firſt ſaw at Anvers two migi- 
Nach of Amſterdam, who ſpoke in the tone of conquerors, 
and Thowed, to the envoy of the proudeſt of kings, all the ſu- 
rciliouſneſs” the latter had formerly overwhelmed them 
vith. They feigned for ſome time a negociation in a village 
which Lewis 1 once ravaged with fire and ſword. Finally, 
his 'barbarous exceſſes were puniſhed with A hardneſs but 
Le 7 ; and deferved: | 
e. people were Remi . Deſpair was fra all over 
France; blood; groans, terrors, and murmurs were increaſing. 
There was not a family but hat could demand of him, a 
father, a brother, or à ſpouſe. ' Abroad the war was moſt 
| terrible, t e frontiers were covered with ruins; ſadneſs, 
2 55 and hunger reigned from within; all thoſe calamities 
t 4 By — ngdom,' and were the work of Lewis. | 
07 1 of Beauvilliers made ſo moving, ſo true, ſo 
Fri Fa 8 ue in council, of the fituation of France, 
that it even made ſhudder the moſt unfeeling courtiers, even 
the duke of Burgundy ſhed: tears. Lewis alone heard with 
an alr of ferocious tranquillity the hiſtory of ſo many evils, 

the Far of his own crimes. 

Only mark to what a pitch he carried his tyranny. When 
be was in proſperous circumftances, he threatened, b Lou- 
yois; the great penſioner Heinſius, the Dutch miniſter, to 
throw him into the Baſtille, becauſe he had ſpoke highly in 
favor of the prince of Orange with regard to the principality 
of that, name, and in favor of the proteſtants of Orange. 
Lewis paid dear for this outrage, who was forced to ſend to 
the Hague in 1709 another deputy to join his efforts to thoſe | 


ve, Rowe, and to obtain peace, 


8 


2 R 
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four millions to the duke of Wade ne nor aſha med b 


8 army on foot? A. qreadful..ſcourge ome A, ge 4 d 
Foſter. a ſcourge .not . Jeſs, dreadfal. + 4 
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5 Auberge Eugene, Heinſias, all, were determined to by 
humble him, o eruſſi that vain and proud head, which bore 
the load. of the misfortunes of all; Europe. Torch the ſecond 
French deputy, was ſe mean as, to venture in HE, woes 


name, to have. recourſe to the fame expedients g he eg 


often heen ſucceſsful in: he was ngt aſhamed of offering, 


bung refuſed with noble pride. n i . 
: Should One: believe that an | exrgeſi $, of miſery « can. 12 75 an "4 


"amine, enliſted 
tunate people,who fled from,t boges e Bs — 
Alas! wretched mortals, RY OH ASL Ys, by tele 5 
how cruel was your lot! . hearts 75 the apt = 
pineſs that was preparing for Ah! periſh lor 7 the 
hard-hearted and intractable ! ecith the king, periſh the ty⸗- 
rant who ſees not that. the. moſt wretehe 1 4 is His 
brother! 1 29 ey 20 

But theſe e e were far from the 42 of Lewis = 


ww» 4c 


_ hoy mr x fallen, Lk: on: the ſh frm of 


: 40 of Dunkirk, to vec He? Dai. and e o re- . 


holds 


nounce the ſovereignty of Alſace, to raze all the 


from Baſil to Philipſburg, to. cede; Lille, Tournay, 12 
Furnes, Mendin, Condé, and Maubeuge to Holland. 
plenipotentiaries went even ſo far in humiliation as to oo 
miſe e in the name of the king their maſter, to de- 


throne Philip V. yet all this would not avail, 11 ſuffered 
every thing that is moſt dreadful in adverſity; after having 
been intoxieated with his ſuccelles,. he nqw WAS un unfortunate 
by land and fea, in battles and negaciations. - | 

The archduke makes his entry at Madrid ami wy the. ae 
clamations of the people, and "Philip flies 4%, alladolid, | 
Spain was almoſt in as miſerable A. condition as France; her 
proyinces were laid waſte both by her enemięs and by her de- 
fenderss The Catalonians, a warlike and obſtinate race, 
were for the archduke. | Arragon was alſo of his party, and 
2Imoſt the whole pation waited the eyent to take a firm re- 
ſolution. 55 

At laſt, aſter juke ee which the genius of. Villars 
could not make amends for, the, peace of Utrecht and Raſtadt 
Was concluded : he had. the glory to obtain it by the 0 

ee z it confoled the. ben e of the © pig. 0 bu 


pain of being ſent to the gallies, to men of certain profeſſions 
_ ip leave the kingdom. a ö 
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received from him. e n Nets e, 
The Engliſh 2 exacted that Philip V. for wearing 


the crown of Spain, fhould renounce every ep to 
that of France. But had he even preſerved his pretended 
"Tight, I hope that the right of nations is now better under - 


ſtood, and will be preferred. I cannot forbear mentioning ong 


5 2 artiele which reflects honor upon the Engliſh,” They com- 
- 3 Lewis XIV. to releaſe the French proteſtants whom 


e detained in dungeons for their religion. If ſovereign 
power were employed to dictate ſimilar laws to a tyrant, it 
would deſerve the thanks of human ix. 
Before we accompany Lewis to the tombs of St. Denis, 
let us return to a former ſubject. We have not been ſuf- 


ficiently explicit with regard to his execrable revocation: of 


the .edi& of Nantz, which happened in 1685, and of all the 


horrors which preceded and followed it; too long an enu- 
meration, it would have interrupted the ſeries of his crimes _ 


committed againſt the nation. e 

Lewis XIV. a proud deſpot and mean ſlave of, the court 
of Rome, of his chancellor le Tellier, and Louvois his ſon, 
undermines by degrees the ſtructure of the religion of the re- 
formed. A church was pulled down upon the ſlighteſt pre- 


tence; defence was made that they ſhould not marry ca- 


tholic women; their children were kidnapped ſince the year 
1681; Colbert received orders the fame year not to receive 
any man of that perſuaſion in the erown farms; they were 


"excluded as much as poſſible from all arts and profeſſions. _ - 
HFle iſſued likewiſe a declaration, by which children were 


ordered to renounce that religion at ſeven years of age. Not 


contented with this ridiculous mandate, many children were 
forcibly carried off from the provinces, under the pretence 


of an abjuration of their faith, and ſoldiers quartered in the 


houſes of the parents. © —"\ 


This cruel vexation made many families leave, in the ſame 


year, the provinces of Poitou, Saintonge, and other adjacent 
"territories : foreign countries were eager to receive and pro- 


tect tem. 


England, Denmark, and Holland, above all, invited the 


-reformed from France to take refuge in their States, and gave 
them every ſuceour that can be expected from humanity. 


Amſterdam agreed to build a thouſand houſes for them. 


" "Government ſeeing thoſe emigrations, prohibited, under 
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The fixtures of the Calviniſts were confiſcated, becauſe it 


was perceived that they ſold them in caſe they ſhould leaye 


* 


their country overwhelmed, by tyranny. The r 


 ſchoolmaſters were not to take any ſcholars. Such afficers 


of the king's houſhold, ſuch of his ſecretaries, and others 
as were proteſtants, had orders to lay down their charges. 


Mot an individual was kept in any public office; they were 


neither allowed to be notaries, counſellors, nor even at- 
Torneys __ 8 * 30 9 „ » beg Hs + 
In 1682, the Calviniſts afſemble in Vivarais and Daugh - 


moliſhed; afſemblies very -pardonable to people well per- 


ſuaded of the truth of their doctrine. They were attacked 


and made reſiſtance: two or three hundred unhappy beings 
who had met with no other deſign than that of et 


each other, and bewailing their hard deſtiny, were diſperſed 


in leſs than a quarter of an hour, Dreadful puniſhments 


followed this diſperſion. The intendant of Dauphiny, * 


worthy delegate of a tyrant, ordered the grandſon of a pro- 


teſtant miniſter of the name of Chamier, who had (digeſted 
the edict of Nantz, to be broke on the wheel. The in- 
tendant of Languedoc ordered the miniſter Chomel to ſuffer 
the ſame death. Three more received the ſame ſentence, 
and ten were to be hanged; the latter however made their 
eſcape, and were executed in effigy. It will appear doubtful, 
and poſterity will not, perhaps, be able to conceive that 


| «there were monſters who could go ſo far in diabolical mad- 
neſs as to condemn people for the ſake of opinion, to the fame 


- puniſhment which premeditated aſſaſſins are doomed to ſuffer; 
yet all this was done by order of the tyrant of the French. 
In 1684, and in the beginning 5 1685, dragoons were 
ſent to all the cities and caſtles where there was the greateſt 
part of proteſtants. The frontiers were moſt ſtrictly guarded, 
to prevent the flight of thoſe who were to be re-united to the 
11 


church of Rome. A moſt ſacrilegious barbarity was d 


played in the executions; rectors, biſhops, goyernors, de- 
puties, men of God, marched at the head of the aſſaſſins. The 


principal Calviniſt families were aſſembled, eſpecially. thoſe 


- who were ſuppoſed to be the weakeſt. The moſt daſtardly 
among them abjured their religion in the name of the reſt ; 


the moſt generous remained conſtant to their faith, and wexe 


delivered the, fler oapige ltn fl 
From the heart of this court ſo perfidious, ſo biggotted, 


ſo clandeſtinely diſſolute, thoſe barbarous orders were iſſued; 


one could ſee it was the ſame genius who had laid waſte 


ſo many territories, burnt twice the Palatinate, in a word, 


2 | 5 dne 
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Gre could fee that the demon of Europe dictated theſe des 
crees. There are letters written by Louvois, that worthy 
miniſter of Lewis XIV. wherein it is expreſſed, Thur ii rs 
his mayeſiy's pleaſure to treat with the utmeſt rigor thoſe bb 
ſhall not embrace his religion; that thoſe who will enjoy the foolifh 
| glory, of being the laſt, ought to be brought to the laſt extremity.” | 
* + Whilſt thoſe abjurations were 'made amidſt 'executioners, 
the edict of Nantz was finally aboliſhed in October 1685 A 
vaſt number of decrees of the execrable council appeared: one 
after another to extirpate the remains of the 'proſcribed 
religion. Young children were barbarouſly torn from the 
ar . mothers to be put into thoſe of ſtranger s. 
All th 


| e miniſters who would not convert themſelves, were 
ordered to depart the kingdom in a fortnight ; the flock fol- 
lowed the. paſtors: ſo many hearts gnawn by long misfor- 
tunes, brought among nations juſtly irritated againſt Lewis 
XIV. arts, manufactures, and the wealth of France. An 
hundred thouſand families left the kingdom. Almoſt all the 
north of Germany received the fugitives with open arms, 
received in its boſom thoſe ſtrangers who were going to 
giye the country a different aſpect, and to enrich it with our 
ſpoils. They peopled whole towns. Stuffs,” gold and ſil ver 
lace, hats, and ſtockings, which were formerly purehaſed in 
France, were now manufactured by them. A ſuburbs of 


London was almoſt filled with French ſilk-weavers, others 


carried with them the art of perfecting cryſtals, then entirely 
loſt to us. The gold ſpecies which the refugees cireulated 
in Germany, is ftill to be found there, Thus France loſt 
a vaſt deal of money, and above all, uſefal men, whoſe loſs 
can never be made good. Holland got by them excellent 
officers and ſoldiers. The prince of Orange, and the duke 
of Savoy had whole regiments of French refugees, who be- 
came the moſt inveterate enemies of their perſecutors. Thoſe 
unfortunate French proteſtants were even driven as far as the 
Cape of Good Hope. F ¾ ᷣ e 
The priſons and gallies were filled with thoſe who had 
been overtaken in their flight: in ſhort, the dungeons were 
crammed with them. Old men and infirm perſons were ſent 
to the gallies and bedewed the oars with their tears; ſome 
of them were ſent over-to America; an unheard-of cruelty, 
to baniſh the innocent from their native country. Nothing 
was conſtant in the mode in which they werèe. proſeeuted; 
the tyrant augmented and changed almoſt every moment His 
inflexible rigors. All proteſtant churches were demoliſhed, 
all the miniſters baniſhed ; and all violent means made uſe . 
of to make continue thoſe who had been foreed- n 
| Ie 5 their 


abs Tk ens of Tu — | 
their; religion, in the catholic faith, Some who bad been 
ur ot facrilege, as it was called, were burnt alive: thoſe 
1 rho. would not confeſs their failings and weakneſs to a man 
often diſſolute, contaminated with vices; thoſe who were of 
ppinion that they were accountable. for their tranſgrefſions 
to nature, were, after their death, dragged upon hurdles, 'and- 
thrown- among the carcaſes of dead brutes : the Calviniſts 
aſſembled in certain places to fing their hymns, notwith- 
ſtanding its being death to thoſe who ſhould hold ſuch meet- 
ings. Several miniſters of the reformed; who came back to 
France in ſpite of the laws which forbade them to return, 
were either hanged or broke on the wheel. 
The king, worthy of being grand inquiſitsr at Liſbon ot 
. .Gva, became a moſt ſavage perſecutor ; being loath of Ma- 
dame de Monteſpan, he placed his affection in Madame d. 
Maintenon, and was then always between her and his confeſ- 
ſors ; he behaved with all the cruelty of a mad fanatic. He 
thought to purchaſe the favors of his miſtrefles, by the blood 
of dee dee aa nn” 
. Amidſt. the gfbans of the reformed expiring upon the 
wheel or in the flames, his ſlaves boaſted of his juſtice and 
 clemency; meantime every thing was fried to make the 
proteſtants revolt. Inſults were added to violence, women 
- @utraged, children taken from their mother's arths, fathers 
irritated and reduced to deſpair. e OE a ene 
All theſe atrocities made them at laſt have fecouffe to 
arms in Cevennes, a country. inacceſſible till. theri, inhabited 
by people almoſt ſavage, and never before civilized by laws 
or manners. The fpirit of the proteſtants was roalſed in the 
mountains of Vivarais, Dauphiny, and Cevennes. The. 
monſter, author of all theſe misfortunes, Lewis XIV. fends 
in 1703, an executioner under the title of marſhal of France, 
the atrocious Montrevel, to make war upon thoſe unhappy 
people, with a cruelty as makes one ſhudder, All the pri 95 
ners he took were either racked on the wheel, or burnt alive. 
But the ſoldiers who fell into the hands of the irritated pro- 
teſtants, were ſure of ſuffering a cruel and legitimate death. 
It was difficult to ſurprize them in rocks almoſt inacceſſible 
till then, in caverns, in woods, whither they went by un- 
known paths, and whence they ſallied forth as furious as 
wild beaſts. At laſt, the marſhal de Villars is ſent againſt 
chem, and in the king's name propoſed an amneſty. They ac- 


- cepted it, and a tall Journeyman baker, then at the hend of a 


conſiderable body of proteflants, was their plenipotentiary en- 
ttuſted with the negoeiation of peace, Cavalier was the name 
of this kable man, he demanded hoftages, and . 


ʒàrr 


battle of Hochſtadt. Lewis | 
or rather conquered by the calamities which were accumu- 
Eels 


lated. upon his ruthlels head, is obliged. to make a treaty of 


Be 
3 


Ee e to Nimes, where he treated with the 


marſhal de Villars. This re was made after the 


peace with the brave Cavalier, with: that journeyman baker 
whom he would have ſentenced to be broke on the wheel, 


upon any other ocraſion. The marſhal de Villars preſented 


> 


. him with, the commiſſion of a colonel and a penſion of twelve 
hundred livres. He went to Verſailles and received the 


miniſter's. orders. The king ſaw. him, and ſhrug up his 
— — a ſhrug at the ſight of a perſon, if I am. not miſ- 
taken, is a ſign of eontempt. I wonder what could induce 


Lewis XIV. to ſhow. his falſe diſdain to this brave man, while 


his own dubious extraction was either from aà free · booter 


e ns 
The reſiſtance againſt his ſhameful, oppreſſion was lawful; 


he revenged, as much as laid in his power his fellow coun- 


N whom Lewis had baſely perſecuted, tormented, and 
aſſaſſinated. Know Lewis, that the only difference there is 


between thee and him, is thy being the ſixtieth tyrant of 
France, and he the firſt avenger of the inhabitants of thoſe 
rocks, thoſe caverns, thoſe foreſts, whither thy cruelty per- 


ſecuted them. This man deſerving of freedom, ſuſpecting 


With great juſtice the French government, retired ſucceſ- 
ſively to Holland, England, and Spain, where he commanded 
a regiment of French refugees at the battle of Almanza. 
What happened to this regiment proves the rage of civil war, 
and how much religion adds to its fury. Cavalier's troop 
was juſt oppoſite to a French regiment; no ſooner had they 
reconnoitred each other than they mutually gave the charge 
with their bayenets, without firing, and not above three 
hundred men of hoth regiments returned from the field. 
Cavalier died an officer general, and governor of Gerſey, 
reſpected as one of thoſe. extraordinary beings, whom nature 
ſeems to have created. on purpoſe to humble and terrify ty- 


rants, and to revenge their country. 


The marſhal of Berwick replaced Villars; he joined his 
rage to that of Baville : theſe two butchers made periſh above 


two hundred perſons in the moſt dreadful torments. Ber- 


wick exterminated all the proteſtants he met with by fire 


* 


d ſword, Some periſhed arms in hand, others expired 


upon the wheel or in torments.. 3 oo 
2 there à tyrant in hiſtory. charged with more crimes than 


Lewis XIV. f If there be one, I ſhould be glad to know him. 
This is the man, deified Arie a whole century, ar 


4 


1 


IV. that old tyrant tamed, 


2 
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_ after his. death, even by him to whom the artez pose phy, 
and freedom owe an everlaſting tribute of gratitude, Vol“ 
taire, in his age of Lewis XIV. expreſſes himſelf thus: This 
_ rountry, in ſpite of the many ſhocks and loſſes it has fuftained, ir 
Fill one e the maſt four ihe on on earth, becanſe all the good Lewis 
A, bas dene fill fubſiſts, and the miſchiefs difficult not ie be 
Aan in tempeffuous times baue been made amends for. Voltaire, 
if France is ſtill in a flouriſhing fate, it is not for the good 
Lewis has done; but for the nature of its ſoil, the induſtry 
bf ite inhabitants, and the indefatigable labor of the agricul- 
turiſt: it is for its happy ſituation, between the ocean and 
= Mediterranean, its commeree ought to flouriſh, unleſs ſome 
"Wn tyrants ſhould attempt to diſturb it. 
| Could it have been annihilated, it would have W gon 
Lewin, dy thoſe . twenty millions of men torn from the 
plough, by thoſe impoſts beneath whoſe weight he eruſhed 
nation; by the treaſury mandates which oppreſſed the 
F- kingdom 3 his reign, andd ſtifled all induftry, all emu- 
Aatioßm. 1 8 ly thing that ſeems to be ſurpriſing, is, that 
France ſabfiſts after ſeventy-vwo years of dilaſters, carnage, 


* N and ruin. 


Tn order to bring the whole train of opprobrious and diſho- - 
| -norable deeds upon his reign, he turned à falſe coiner, ode” 
| ing the true value of gold and ſil ver: in 1709 the n 

| Sa) of a mark of filver' was, before Colbert, twenty-fx 
Aires; Lewis XIV. carried | it as high forty imaginary leres: 

5 2 fatal reſource! 1 
- His miniſtry was any decupied in inventing names for the 


* Freſh taxes, or for the new charges which were fold without'the 


2 it appointed officers and brokets in the wine trade, 
*countllors to che king, comptrollers in the wood and timber 
eyaids; counſellors of the police, charges of barbers, hairdreſſers 


5's : comptrollers, inſpectors of ' freſh butter, officers for trying 
falt butter, counſellors for pickling and ſalting pork. 


Amidſt the public miſery, the prodigality and pomp of 
83 inſulting. Ha! domeſtic erimes would alone 
be ſufficient to make him a tytont; but they diſappear : 
*the' dreadful calamitics and ravages wherewith he. covered | 
+Frince, Germany; Holland, Italy, Spain, and both ſeas. - 
What Mall I fay of the bafe' careſſes he laviſhed upon 
Fon ed before bis diſgrace, which was reſolved and deter- 


I mined upon. He Was Condemned to exile, and the monarch 


_  Neonfines him in the caftte' of Pig 


ſoon changed his puniſhment into a more rigorous one: he 

| 3 and after having ag- 

: _ «gravated' his fafferiregs ſaid, - ad he been ſentenced. to die, I 
| > n dis; Nos Ns 8 in a . 


| * 
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His turpid paffion for his brother's ſpouſe n well l ne ung 
| and was carried far enough to alarm the royal family. 


Aſter her, he caſt his eyes upon on TY eee PENS. 


the enormous expences made at Verſailles for a whole week, 
are alſo well known; they would have been ſufficient. tor 
maintaining millions of uſeful men for ſeyeral yea. 
The ruin of Holland was prepared amidſt the triumphs ok 
Madame de Monteſpan; he often made for the ſmalleſt trifles 
preſents amounting to fifteen hundred Louis d'ors a da. 
He impriſons Feguilin, duke of Lauzun,. ten years in tha 
| ſame caſtle of Pignerol, where Fouquet was languiſhing, for 
having ſecretly married Mademoiſelle, notwithſtanding / he 
| een him Jeave ſeveral months befor, to NN 5 
pu WE 
. oo — not power to ſpeak of the quarrels of ef 
| ridiculous, and yet ſo-tyrannjcal ;-it will be 


the reader, that ra jails and Baſtille were, fall of of. 3 IP 


Port-Royal was demoliſhed, Arnauld ſent intoexilefor ſome 
propoſitions about grace and pr edeſtination. That. queſtion, _ 
like all metaphyſics, falls into the labyrinth. of fatality and 

| liberty, a fathomleſs warts in which all antiquity loſt itſelf, 

though it was formerly ſounded with difficulty by duſty pe- 
| dants, quite proud of & names of St. Thomas and Auguſtin. 

The names of. Paſchal, d' Arnauld, NaoiHes, Fenelon, mixed 

with ſome ridiculous names, rendered thoſe theological de- 


| bates the more important: they would never have been 


looked upon, from the beginning to the end, otherwiſe than 
with contempt, but the authority of the old deſpot conducted © 
by a. jeſuit, interfered, and the F made only fome _ 
noiſe, were only known becauſe they ſuffered perſecutions. | 
Le Tellier, who by dint of intrigues had purchaſed the right 
of hearing the, confeſſions of the follies of the monarch, Wie 
never ſhege to him of his crimes, perſecuted chiefly. the car= 
dinal de Noailles. That and e ſectator af Feſus, le 
Tallier, ſon of an attorney of Vire in Lower Normandy, of a 
gloomy, irritable, melancholy, inflexible diſpoſition, 134 All 
I miſchief that could be: done 2 his dangerous and ridi- | 
| eulous: poſt. e542: 
__ He made his baſe. penitent belle that be might obtain A 
| ee al forts of crimes rovided be ſhould perſectite the 


15 heretics: and what is moe eful fill, che examinations I 


of the unhappy perſons throavn i in the Baſtille were laid de- : 
fore that ipfernal jeſuit. juſtice was more baſely 8 . 


2 never greater Gerie-were mate to power. ' -* - 
by, the old perſecutor Ge like ro covered 

e 8 dickati ce more with a ocious c "= 
an” _7 
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tenance a tyrahn real declaration, between M. de Maintenon | 
and his execrable confeſſor, 

He left behind him four thouſand five kindred millichs of 
debts. 'He' ſpent; in bis for-ever-fatal reign, about twenty 
thouſand millions, and independent of all this, Ferant a | 
r in reducing the rents or annuities. * 

e was barbarouy, without pity, diſſolute, fanatic to 
Phrenzy, faithleſs, perfidious in his treaties, a baſe ſuborner, 
a guilty huſband,” a bad brother, an inſenſible father, a re- 
tentleſs egotiſt, an inſolent deſpot, a murderous' perſecutor; 
be committed as many erimes as would form twenty tyrants. 
Holland, Spain, n and the Empire, which he 
trampled” upon, have been revenged. And ſhall not the 
_ be revenged too ! ſhall not this Coloſſus, who.over- 
lined, plundered, - and murdered her, be overthrown, 

ages deſtroyed, his ſtatues broke! Frenchmen, the 
rey erg of 2 21 55 throws a ante upon free nation. 
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WL nation, —otrabelaed by Lewis XIV. had, & 3 near 

* years, ſhone in the eyes of Europe with a ſplen- 
e and bloody indeed, at the blaze of hamlets, of 
_ cities: in aſhes; but Lewis XV. completed her ruin and diſ- 
grace, or rather diſhonored himſelf forty years both before 
foreigners, and in the eyes of the French: his in has 
Killed the univerſe. 

The biſhop of Frejus, afterwards cardinal de Fleury, had 
whe. care of his education, by a clauſe annexed to the will of 
Lewis XIV. Fleury was cireumſpect, ambitious, diſſem- 
1 ignorant, and jealous of all merit; the preceptor in- 
culcated a part of his character in his pupil“ mind: as to the 
.ſcience or art of government, that art eternal and ſtill un- 
known,. of conducting men to their duties, to happineſs, to 
virtue, he was an entire ſtranger to. All his moral and poli- 
ctical knowledge cornfiſted in that baſe, infernal maxim which 
has produced ſo many atrocities : He that cannot aiſſemble can- 
not reign. Lewis NV. under the care of ſuch a guide, 
-marched like a blind madman: hardly of age, he gave proofs 
of the benefit he had reaped from that axiom of weak and 
barbarous tyrants. He invites the duke of Bourbon, the 
Ixth of July 1726, to come to ſleep at his villa at Rambouil- 
let, had him put ee es * duke . * t 


| _ *KINGS' OF FRANCE; | 1656 
of the guards, and ſent into exile. This deſpotig action, 


| this action of a baſe and an uſeleſs diſſimulation, foreboded 


the hundred thouſand lettres de cachet which he let looſe upon 
ib tien... 7 nl OF ae ks LS Me TO RIGS 
We ſhall now conſider him in his political capacity with 
regard to all Europe. This work js only conſecrated to the 
great crimes of kings, to the attempts and outrages they 


s % 


have committed to the detriment of the human race. 


_ .- Fifty years of profound tranquillity would, no d 
have been inſufficient to remedy the eyils which fiſty years 
of diſaſters accumulated upon France: all ages are incompe- 
tent to pay the blood which has been ſhed during fiſty years 
of deſtruction; it is no more in the power of man, nor even 
in the power of Ged, to bring it about that nations ſhould 


not have been victims of the dreadful calamities Which thy __ - ... 
ungovernable pride of Lewis XIV. brought upon the king» , | 


dem and all Europe n e e wp 
Well! I ſee Lewis XIV. recommence from 1734 to make 
tit a prey to the horrors of war: I ſee him, for an individual, 
Stani ſlas Leczinſki, his father-in-law, compromiſe the ſafety, 
repoſe, and happineſs of thouſands of Frenchmen, expoſe 
nay e to a cruel, long, and bloody war with the em- 
pire. Czar Peter was the firſt and principal cauſe of the 
misfortunes of Staniſlas, and not the emperor Charles VI. 
Six hundred thouſand Frenchmen periſhed. in this war, 
which prudence, humanity, and the fatal remembrance of 
paſt calamities ought to have condemned; can the uncertain, 
ſole, and partial happineſs of Staniſlas be put in a balance 
with the real and general evils, which, for his ſake, covered 
the cities, fields, and hamlets of all France? Had even his 
happineſs been certain, could it have made amends for five 
hundred thouſand deaths which Lewis has cauſed? Ho.]¾Z 
long ſhall the life of nations be thus deſpiſed and ſacrificed 
for an individual that has no other advantage or ſuperiority 
than that of cunning, pillage, robbery, and madneſs! Poor 
mortals! poor victims of pride, of ferocity! deſpiſed na- 
tions! nations outraged ſtill! O my friends! O my brothers! 
ariſe, reſume the ſceptre of the world, ta you it is due, you 
can take it, the power lies in your own hands. Shall it ne- 
ver ceaſe to be devoted to the ſervice of tyrants? Hurl thoſe 
mean ſultans from their thrones, and let laws and eternal 
moraticy- their places. a 46 
- The taking of: Milan by Villars, two battles gained by the 
marſhal de Coigny, are but public misfortunes, under the; - - 
barbarous appellations of victories. The blood of the Spa- 
niards, Imperialiſts, and French, fhed in theſe battles, is a 
D + "ME $ „ „ 
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crime againſt. natute in the eyes of reaſon and * A 
terrible general evil, which does not even create the nity. | 
pf z fingle nation. If a river flow in the dominions of the 
Emperor or the king of the French, if a town or à hamlet 
25 3 by preference to either of theſe powers, what greater 
um of happineſs will it be to the people, to each individual? 

25 4 5 is but freedom and fraternity that make nations happy. 
It was far from conjecture that Lorrain ſhould be the 
* 9 — that war; but the emperor and his ſon-in-law were 

_ Drerwholmed and obliged to cede it. 

Charles VI. dies, and Lewis, inſt all the 1 of. na- 
Sons, unites himſelf with Fo eric II. king of Pruſſia, 
7 Mary Tbereſa, eldeſt daughter of the late or. 

penidious combination, which ſupported with armed 

force the fobbery of Sileſia, committed upon the heir of 
the houſe of Auſtria: Mary Thereſa was acknowledged 
by all the people of her dominions; this acknowledge» 
ment ought to have given her the preference, had not 
even her rights been certain according to cuſtom, or I had 
rather fay, according to the eſtabliſhed - uſurpation of inhe- 
riting empires, of inheriting nations like a farm, a cuſtom 
of which every body does not feel the abſurdity : but 
Thereſa united all ode rights, as ſhe was freely acknowledged 
by Hungary and Bohemia, two kingdoms that had long been 
elective, and which the tyranny. of kings made at laſt here- 
ditary, like almoſt every ſtate in Europe. 
Mary Therefa relied upon the natural right which entitled 
85 her to her father's dominions, upon aſolemn pragmatic ſanction 
which confirmed that right, and upon the guarantee ef all the 
powers: yet all thoſe titles were uſeleſs. and treated with | 
corn. ee ee wich che my of. Pruſſia : 
| 20 rob her. . 
Frederic, whoſe gen . The led his ainbitlbny, gueſſed that 


5 France would join had taught him the long 
variances between he Hs . Auſtria. — the court of 
France, and the projects — iter 90 humble and cruſh 
her rival. Richelien had firſt 3 this bold deſign, and 
| _ it; Guſtavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, had fill 
it ir farther by his vidories' againſ that houſe, 
E rdtbery of Sileſia was maniſeſt : the king of Pruſſia 
Nad claim to four duchies which his anceſtors had renounced 
by voluntary, authentic, and re-iterate deeds; however he 
hall at leaſt a pretence which the king. of France could not 
have. j 
Mary "Thereſa took poſſcfion of all the 3 which 
her father had to her; hs receives the * | 
ates 


. 


a 
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| Rates of Vienna; the provinces of Italy and Bohemia ſent 
their oaths of allegiance by deputies: ſhe gained eſpecially the 
heart of the 8 by ſubmitting to the: oath taken 

ing Andrew; a tacit oath, the rights of 


in 1222, by their | 
which are everlaſting among all nations; this is the form: 
; If er any one of my ſucceſſors, at any time whatſoever ſhall 
Infringe N be you permitted, in virtue of this prov 
 wuſe, you and your deſcendauts, 1% fland in your defonce, without 
1 „ de te 01-1 1 Mb 
his oath has been deſpiſed and trampled. upon by all the 
| kings who made a ervel uſe of their power ocaink the pay 
tions, who only delegated it to them that they might. be cheig 
defenders when called upon, A eriminal violation of the 
rights of nations, which has not as yet been puniſhed, by 
_ certainly will be, I predict it to tyrants, in à manifeſt a 
dreadful manner. It is time the people ſhould. be rg 
| from the iron lethargy in which they | 
what a ſhame would it he in an enlightened. age for a gation 
0 tremble before one of its members, -before an individual 
before a tyrant; it is to him to grow pale, if he infringe the 
rights of men and citizens. But in thoſe times kings were all, 
end * people nothing; but now it is their turn, the people 
all, and kings nothing; no, nothing, but individual ex- 
. ecutors. of their ſoyereign decree s. 
- Is there a nation ſo deſtitute of ſenſe as not to conceive 
that peace is preferable to war, even to what is called the 
moſt glorious war? That an exchange of the different pro- 
ductions of every country. muſt. be advantageous to the g& 
nerality of the nation, of the whole world; that war is only 
| uſeful to plunderers; that it breaks all the intercourſe ſo ne- 
ceflary and fa- natural between the great family of the. 
univerſe, . parted by and diſperſed in the four quarters of the 
lobe whom commerce unites, whom war ſeparates and terri- 
es ? 'Who is the barbarous madman that durſt maintain, that 
dn army of an hundred thouſand men is not à troe calamity 
to the helds from which it has been torn; a. ſcourge te the 
country it invades, deſolates, and embrues with the blood of 
its inhabitants; that a general union would not be a thouſand 
times preferable even with regard to victorious robbers ? It is 
Anaid, and has been often repeated: that ſuch an union is impoſ- 
_ ſible, What à groſs galumny againſt the human race, reaſon, 


a 


have plunged them; 
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and nature! when, ignorance ruled the world, the means of fo 


© finding an univerſal peace was an inſoluble problem: quly ſet 
Nations begin by ſtriking that dozen of n 
who cruſh Europe; then make laws which equity, huma- 
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nity, * FE ANT | ton thalt dictate; you ther 
Will fee whether that project be as*elimericalas'it has been 
FTepreſented; but tele 'muſt be the 'beginnings to form 
à general aſſociation, an univerſal union, a vaſt republic of 
the known world, whoſe eternal baſis onght to be mo- 
rality. What a glorious atchievement would ifbe for France 
to ſet, in the age of knowledge, ſuch an example to Europe, 
but, excepting a dozen of heads of our Areopagus, who are 
able to dictate univerſal laws, laws whoſe ng 8 is only 
the general welfare, all the reſt is incapable; all the reſt is toq 
near ſighted, too partial; 'tov individual; all the reſt is igno- 
rant, weak, flaviſh,' or corrupted. © PI OY Rent 
Flad fuch laws been paſſed, Lewis XV. could not have un- 
dertaken that war in which the gold and blood of the na- 
tion were laviſhed; but this weak king, this diſſolute deſ- 
pot was bent upon war; and Mary Thereſa, then without 
power, though intrepid, was deprived of Sileſia by the cun- 
Hing of Frederic, who could ſurvey with one glance the po- 
litical ſtate of Europe; who divined that treachery and in- 
tereſt would infallibly give him allies: he relied upon France, 
and was not diſappbinted. Lewis XV. by bafe and merce- 
r facilitated the daring robbery of the king of 
. Ma, BY 213119 .- 32365 25 0 e TRE Sin! . 8 „ 1. 
be king, count de Belle-Iſle, aſterwards made marſhal, 
TLevieux his brother, the cardinal de Fleury, and a courte- 
zan, took this oppreſſive and iniquitous reſolution. The 
wealth and blood of the French were therefore laviſhed ; 
Lewis furniſhed the elector of Bavaria, whom he pretended 
to place on the Imperial throne, with money and allies, pur- 
chaſed votes and armies. All Europe was in confuſion; the 
Pragmatic ſanction, which had been guaranteed by ſo many 
powers, was ſupported by none; and the king, with egregi- 
ous . broke it firſt, and all Europe followed his ex- 
ample. i e Te FE e FIC 
Mary Thereſa deſerved to reign, for ſhe was called by the. 
_ unanimous conſent'of the people; I do not value the pre- 
tended heredifary rights; and thoſe who were united to op - 
Preſs her, were robbers decorated with'the title of kings. 
I love to do juſtice, I love to pay homage to the genero- 
ſity of a nation wherever I can: the Engliſh are not thoſe 
who wait for the opinion of kings to have one. Provoked 
at the unjuſt, baſe, and perfidious manner in which this 
princeſs was treated, they offered and actually gave her con- 
ſiderable ſupplies of money to maintain her rights baſelß 
violated. The French army, conducted by generals ap- 


R . & 
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kiloſophy, and innate reaſon ſhall dictate; you then 


: % 
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pointed by intrigue, fell away by fitigues, fickneſs, laugh- 


I be ſillineſs and . incapacity ' of old Fleury excites the 
laugh. In his letters to general Koenigſeck, he firſts apo- 
logizes for the war; inſtead of an anſwer, his letter was 
printed and publiſhed. Fleury informed of this, wrote in a 
. Tecond letter to the general, that he will not write what he 


| 95. and deſertion; ſuch loſſes were not eaſily remedied. 


_ Fheſe letters proved what ſort of a man was then at the 


belm of affairs in France, and how dangerous it is when the 
choice of miniſters depends upon a king governed, degraded . 


by intrigue and women. Contempt followed the deriſion: 
ir was in vain for him to diſown his letters; nobody would 
be duped by his diſavowal, nor by that of the elector of Ba- 
varia with reſpect to the propoſals of peace he had made to 
the court of London. His offers were likewiſe made public 
to his ſhame: the French had juſt been bent; and if con; 
tempt aud deriſion be ever permitted, it is when pride and 
treachery are diſcomforted. FT. SS AN 
The French armies were deſtroyed in Bavaria and Bohe- 


mia, almoſt without fighting; finally comes the fatal retreat 
pf Prague in 1742, where the ſoldiers dropped down chilled 


to death. Belle-Ifle conducted the remains of the army to 
Egra; all the conqueſts were loſt, and the war was carried 
from the heart of Auſtria to the banks of the Rhine. Well, 


Lewis, how did it fare with thee during all thoſe diſaſters? 


Thou didſt ſeek comfort in the arms of thy miſtreſſes; im- 
merſed in ſhameful pleaſures, thou even couldſt not think 
that thirty thouſand poor Frenchmen died either by the rigor 
of e cold, or were lain by enemies armed in a juſt 
cauſe, and fired with juſt reſentment.  ' 

Fleury dies amidſt "theſe ſtorms and diſaſters, and leaves 
France involved in the moſt unjuſt, imprudent, and diſgrace- 
ful war which it had ever been engaged in, and which ri- 


valled all ſuch as wertzever carried on by iniquity, perfidy, 


imprudence. To attempt to ſeize a property of which one 
has guaranteed the poſſeſſion, confounds every idea of juſtice 
%%% 8 5 = 


The ſituation of France was pretty ſimilar to that in 


which it found itſelf during the ſucceſhon-war under Lewis 
XIV. This war was much more unjuſt and leſs generous : 
no plauſible pretence could be affigned for it; it ſet all treat- 
ties; all guarantees at defiance, and moſt powers joined 


themſelves to that great ſpoliator or public robber full of wit 


and intrigue, to ſeize upon the dominions of Mary "Thereſa. 


France 
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Dye troops behaved with a valor above zumanity, ſays the ge- 


ſtrength have ſerved the magneſs of yqur tyrants, the time 
is come when you will only be obliged to defend your abodes; 
%%% ᷣ ᷣ y oo 
I do only expatiate upon the public crimes of kings, I nege 
lect their obſcure crimes, they are thoſe againſt nations 
which it is expedient to repreſeut, to depict, in order to un- 
deceive them; they ought to be convinced that they bave 
always been ſacriſiced by -a handful of men unworthy of 
-.. command, by corrupted. men, by robbers who uſurped the 
| throne of juſtice and law; a throne on which they cannot 
maintain themſelves againſt the will of their people. We 
wonder at the wretched condition of the human race: one of 
its firſt and greateſt cayſes ,is, doubtleſs, the exiſtence of 
Kings, of tyrants whoſe power is illimited in point of in- 
Safe ad duration. Ah! weak mortals, you had rather 
place upon the throne of nations a code ef laws ſtill na 
Where to be found but in nature, or ſcattered at random upon 
earth, and you will ſee if great misfortunes and crimes do not 
 vanith from among you; they are only generated by the fub- 
verſion of moral. order, a natural ſequel of perverſe laws? 
theſe engender diſafters, and diſaſters bring forth crimes. _ 
Remember the poor, let not gold skate laws founded 
upon the ruin of philoſophy, morality, and nature; and you 
ſhall ſee, ye makers of decrees, if men will be ſo unfortu- 
nate: nay, their greateſt misfortune, or the continuation of 
their dreadful calamities, is your own wark. Bluſh, deplore 
your contemporaries, but let me at leaſt pour diſgrace upon 
your guilty heads, upon your names deynted to infamy, let 


me brand your front with the hotteſt iron. 
_. Thovgh the prince de Conti is celebaated for the victor 

and taking of Chateau-Dauphin, yet theſe praiſes not 
Ser | | | belong 
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Selong to him, but only to che ſoldiers, to heir intrepid 
liſobedience of the orders of their chiefs, as it will appear 
_ from'the following particular z 
The French had made themſelves. maſters of a rock upon 
which two thouſand Piedmonteſe were intrenched z having 
no cannon, and being expoſed to a briſk fire from the be- 
ſieged, Meſſieurs de Villemur and Givry order to ſound the 
retreat, but the enraged ſoldiers, ſeeing their comes maſ- 
fſacred, do not obey this ſummons, leap. into the Trenches, 
and, what is almoſt incredible, creep. through the port-holes 
of the enemy's cannon, the moment they had fired, and drew. 
them back, according to their regular mancœuvres. 
The French were always conducted by the ſame madneſs; 
and eng they triumphed in Italy over ruins, yet they 
were moſt ſhockingly deſeated on the banks of the Rhine 
125 Mayne, under the fatal auſpices of the marſhal de Belle- 
Os "TAE. N 25 „ \ 8 a 135 
I) The emperor Charles VII. who had no lawful right to the 
empire, becauſe he was rejected by the people, continued 
his diſhonorable and unjuſt proceedings, ſupported by France, 
or rather hy a miniſtry which ſeemed to be purpoſely for 
the ruin of the country, à miniſtry countenanced by the in- 
capacity of the monarch, who only thought of enjoyments, 
While his people were daily ſlaughtered in Germany, in Italy, 


- 


by fea, and in both worlds. 


I advance upon numberleſs ruins, I Jhall only ſtop at the 
ſad battle of Dettingen; where ſo many Frenchmen found 

Ibe king of Pruſſia had begun the war by ſeizing upon 
DSileſia; and ſatisfied with that robbery, found means to 
make peace with the queen of Hungary, and by a ſecond 
treachery breaks the treaty of Breflau, and recommences the 


C „ ELDEST BOS» £4 . | "e's. 
Lewis XIV. endeavoured to place king 8 en the Bri=  .- | 
tiſh throne in ſpite of the nation: Lewis XV. amidſt a ru 
nous war, pretends to reſtore James's grandſon : he arms a | 
fleet, makes great preparations, and all mifcarries. What = 
deſpotic proceedings l he would give an emperor to the Ger. 
mans, and a king to the Engliſh: infernal projects! to arro- 
gate to one's ſelf the ſupreme will of a nation, is an enormous 1 
attempt upon her rights; and the ſword of the law ſhould _. 
ſtrike the ſenſeleſs being that dares to oppoſe its own individual! 
will to the general wiſhes of the people, that endeavours toñ 
place an uſurper upon the throne, which is only at the dif® _ * | 
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The king is taken ill at Metz after his firſt campaign ; ; his 
difardet had almoſt reached a. fatal epoch, and the people, 
who know no better, ſaid with tears and ſobs, / be dies, it 
i for having marched to our aſſiſtance. For having marched to 
your aſſiſtance! good, ignorant, enthuſiaſtic, credulous peo- 
ple, what enemy * woul you have to contend-with but for his 
fatal-imprudence ! he cauſes 24 to be murdered and you ſay | 
eg/to your aſſiſtance ? he bears you down beneath a 
faxes to ſupport the frantic Mels of his cabinet; it 


ſeems as if vou were going to loſe a father; he keeps courte- 


zans in his retinue ;-be enjoys, in the middle of camps, more 
delight than you ever e yet his loſs appears to you a. 
calamity! nay, to your real misfortune, he ever was born, 
The courier who brought the news of his recovery to Pa- 
ris was like to have been ſtifled by the throng: the people 
kiſſed his horſe, his boots, and led him about in triumph; 
the people in France, eſpecially the Pariſians, are ſenſible to 
idolatry. People, change your character with your govern- 
ment, elſe it is in vain for you to have broke your chains. 
The freer the government, the leſs idolatrous the people; 
idolatry is a vice inherent to deſpotic ſtates. Auſtere repub- 
licans never ſhowed that enthuſiaſm to their equal; a baſe, 
an abje& vice, which degrades a man before his like: in a 
word, it is the vice of flaves. That falfe politeneſs, that 
frivolous urbanity, is likewiſe a vice of ſervitude, a vice 
which ſtruts in the antichambers. of palaces. Y ou'ought to 
be good, humane, true, and ſenſible; with thoſe virtues you 
will be polite enough ; you need not cringe every inſtant, 
yy need not give thoſe ſervite tokens, which are only the 
aſe farce played off by the apes of courts; but you ou r 
to endeavour to pleaſe, to be uſeful, to ſerve all the wor 
Whilſt the king was in this extremity, the courtiers and 
prieſts thought he was a dying; all changed among this 
crowd of impoſtors; intrigues, cabals, nothing was ſpared to 
ſupplant a rival: the favorite Sultana was driven away; he 
recovers, and thoſe who had been fo violently bus had rea- 


| fon to repent afterwards their activity. 


The king of Pruſſia inveſts Prague, while Charles Abe of 
Lanai having made a ſkilful retreat in the den BE the 
French, marches towards the Danube and the Elbe. | 
Phe prince of Conti wins another battle in Italy; but this 
new victory, heapt upon defeats, upon ſo many ſhocks France 
had received, was likewiſe one of thoſe public maſſacres, ' of 
thoſe numberleſs affaſſinations which cauſe ſo many tears, 
| 5 8281 TO productive of the tmalleſt benefit or happineſs 

to 


- 


- KINGS OF FRANCE. .. 1293 


to nations. Thoſe combats, thoſe diſaſters, thoſe ruins, 
that burning of cities, houſes, cottages, thoſe crimes againſt 


nations, were committed for the ſake of intereſt, which va- 


ried according to the caprice, according to the influence of 


an ambitious man, according to the meaneſt intereſt calcu- 
. lated by a proſtitute, who counted how many millions ſhe 
might get by the blood of eighty thouſand men, who ſold 
France for the gold of thoſe enemies whom Lewis XIV. had 
taught-this infamous traffic. e. ; 

The prince de Conti was obliged to repaſs the Alps with 
the ſhattered remains of a flouriſhing army which he firſt ſet. 


o 


out with. Italy was the object for which Spain tried every ef- 


fort, and Germany that of the court of France. 5 
This prodigal monarch laviſhes the public money to pur- 
chaſe. partiſans in the empire. Charles VII. that wretched 
phantom of an emperor, dies at Munich. The war ſo impru- 
dently, ſo unjuſtly engaged in, for his ſake, was to ceaſe with 
his death, which was only more dreadful : he never felt more 
wretchedneſs than at the time when he had been elected em- 
dd / h, 1 Frere] FS „ 
It is grievous and true, that this bloody war, commenced 
againſt the right of nations, againſt the moſt ſolemn treaties, 


chiefly overwhelmed France. Germany and Italy grew rich 


by our ſpoils, by the gold brought by our armies ; but thoſe 
| ſums, however exorbitant, cannot make amends for the maſ- 


_ facres made in thoſe countries, they can never pay for the 


blood of thoſe men who were ſacrificed there; and that weak, 
voluptuous, corrupted king whom Fleury had made inſuſ- 
ceptible of all application; that king, ignorant like all his 
predeceflors, that king, the only cauſe of thoſe diſaſters, for 


having ſuffered himſelf to be led by a council of proſtitutes, 


that unworthy agent of the French, quite ſtained with the 
blood he had cauſed to be ſpilt in Italy and Germany; that 
ſtupid mandatory charged with ſo many murders, and indi- 


vidual ruinations, was publicly received as the avenger, the 


father of the country. e | | . 
Finally, to crown his extravagance he wants to make a 

new emperor of the elector of Saxony; he was juſtly re- 

jected : he endeavoured to ſuccour the new elector of Ba- 


varia, who was obliged to renounce the alliance of France. 


The king reaped the deſerved fruit of his perfidies; he only 


carried on the war with a view to bring to an end the alarm 


ing criſis he had involved himſelf in. To ſhed the blood of 
men, becauſe whole ſtreams have been ſhed before, without 
the ſmalleſt hope of indemnification, is the higheſt degree of 
_, Wretchednels, rn ro 


Th 


bs In 1745 happens the famous carnage of Fonteney, cele-" 
Hprated in eproſe and verſe-by baſe adulators, in which thirty 
thouſand men periſhed, both: allies and Frenchmen... Five 


the confines of France. Almoſt all 


or fix hundred thouſand affaffinations committed in this war, 
of which Lewis tc Mell. beloved was the cauſey are as ma 
unpardonable crimes which retorted upon his head. At laik 


IV 
_ this king, baſely victorious, I mean, quite Raindd: wat dhe 


blood of the French, returns to Paris on the ſeventh of Sep- 


tember. It may be ſuppoſed that the ignorant crowd re- 
ecived him with freſh tranſports and applauſe. 


- 


- Francis of Lorrain, great duke of Tuſcany, is elected em- 


peror. France had begun the war without the leaſt in- 
tdteereſt, the king of Pruſſia, by mean covetouſneſs, the empreſs 
Mary Thereſa had ſupported it, and it was ſtill carried on 


dy obſtinaey: but neceſſity will finally put a ſtop to it. In 
the month of October 1746, was fought the battle of Ro- 
coux. It was a great calamity: for all parties, a great deal of 


blood was eee eee takes his winter quar- 
ters, waiting till ſpring brings back cruelties and diſaſters. 
The king of Pruffia had ſhown himſelf as an oppreſſor of 
Auſtria in this unjuſt war; he concluded a ſecond peace as 


bafely as he had commenced the war. He acknowledged 
Chartes-of Lorrain, now Francis I. as emperor, and left the 


whole burden of the war upon France. By the peace of 


Breſlau he made her loſe Bohemia; by that of Dreſden ſhe 
loſt Italy. The flames which had broke out upon the 
banks of the Danube ſpread, after ſix 3 devaſtation, to 

| | rovence was a prey 
to the Auſtrians, On one fide their flying corps deſolated 
Dauphiny, on the other, they croſſed the river Durancr. 
Pence ind . GraſJe were left to pillage; the Englifh landed 


in Bretagne. Their ſquadrons blocked up Toulon and Mar- 
ſeilles, to help their allies to take theſe--two' cities, whilſt 
. other ſquadrons attacked the French ſettlements in Aſia and 
America. Thus near a million of Frenchmen periſhed in 
fix years. Oh, corrupted legiflators, how can you, after dif- 
aſters of ſuch magnitude, ſeek to preſerve that dreadful pre- 


rogative of the executive power, by your inſidious, deteſ» 
table, aud barbarous motions! ' _ A 7 


Amidſt the horrors, the injuſtice of this war; amidft ſeven 


years crimes and maſſaereg from the Rhine to the Tiber, 1 


| ſhall give a ſhort account of the revolution of Genoa, it be- 
ing connected with theſe general diſaſters, - I could not read 
that account without emotion: if a generous nation op- 


preſſed, ſhakes off her irons, and galls her tyrants, ſhe is 15 


% 
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of intereſtyng every ſoul in whom ſervitude has not de- 

ſtroyed natural energy. ind at. 4 694 5 een er 

Genoa whs partly the victim of a war began far from its | 

territories, and in which it had no buſineſs” to interfere, 3 | 

After the French had been driven from Italy, Genoa fell! 

in the hands of the Auſtrians, igainſt whom it had foughgt 

in favor of the French. It might have refiſted, but did not, 

all the inhabitants being in confternation- The Auſtrians 

took, therefore, poſſeſſion of it without reſiſtance. It was 
taxed at twenty-four millions, an ' enormous fum, which _ 

ruined it dor Hay years; it had exhauſted its bank of c. 

George to pay ſixteen millions, and begged: to have ſome 

favor ſhown with regard to the remaining eight millions; 
the conquerors were relentleſs, and increaſed the ſum to 

eight millions more. All the inhabitants were drove to de 
pair: they reſolved rather to die fighting againſt oppreffſion 4 
than to be reduced to the greateſt indigence. The ſenators _ 

ſecretly told the people, who are irritable, and will reyolg -. © . 

in every country, what, ſhall you wait till the Auſtrians |, li 

come to butcher you in the arms of your wives and children?n?n 

How long will yeu be flaves to a handful of vile janiffaries 

who outrage you? You are àn hundred” againſt one; is it. |! 

not better to immolate them, or to die, than to be ſpectators f 
of the ruin of your country and liberty? They only wanted 

a fit opportunity; it now offered fel.” An Auſtrian beats 

à citizen in an unmereiful manner: the people gather in 
cCrowds, and arm themſelves with every thing their juſt r. 

ſentment puts in their hands. They who had not thought 

of defending their liberty when the enemies were before 

their town, defended themſelves and retook it when the 

were within their walls, Exceffive injuſtice produced this 
revolution. Ancient ànd modern tyrants, hereditary ty= _ 

'rants, tyrants of two years profit by ſuch examples. 

The alarm was inceffantly ringing ; the inhabitants and pea- 

ſants ruſhed furioufly upon the Auſtrians, made 4000 priſo- 

ners, and forced them to fly as far as Gavi. They loſt Genoa 
for having deſpiſed and oppreſſed the people. 1 
On the 25th of April 174% Holland appoints a ſtadt- 
holder; and conſequently a maſter, who has ſhamefully op- 

- preſſed the republic ; a certain proof that ſo enormous a mals 


of authority in the hands of a ſingle individual, is evidently _ 
contrary to the end propoſed, the preſervation. of the ſocial 

compact, which will to annihilate, becauſe without liberty _ 
there is no contract between nations; divide the powers, ye 

nations who wiſh to preſerve them; beware above all, 

| "of not rendering them hereditary. Inheritance has 1 . 


„ hu enibius 6b Thy 


enſlaved and a_ nations, Divide the powers, and t 
theſe diviſions be of ſhort duration. Above all thing , do 
not leave the ſupreme executive power in one hand. _ 8 
vou will have but glanplcs: of: liberty, You: of tech an 
ages of bondage. N 
Had an infernal genius, A  deftroyer of ene ſpread: its 700 
fluence upon Holland and diftated laws thefe, heveéf the 
powers of the Stadtholder could have been conſecrated i in a” 
more abominable manner. A law Was paſſed, that in want 
of male iſſue, a female ſhould be Stadtholder and Captain 
General, provided ſhe would let her huſband fulfil. thoſe 
functions; and in caſes of minority, the Stadtholder's widow 
_ ſhould: bear the title of governeſs, and appoint a pf 5 to 
execute the duties of her office. Unleſs one be completely 
mad, or they be tyrants who dictate ſuch laws, and thoſe 
who ſign. them flaves, it is impoſſible to conſent to a more 
5 dereliction of reaſon, of the art of enen mo- 
xality, and liberty. 
be diploma Sh Hd Bs” the pril ce of Orange Stadt- 
holder, purports that he ſpould bear the kitle of Siadtbolden, 
Captain General, c. One ſees, that with fuch-a maſs of 
_ indeterminate powers he would ſoon oppreſs the common 
_ wealth, aſpire to abſoluteneſs, and only leave the Batavians 
= as ſervitude and deſpair; all this has happened. WAS 
= * ſooner a cannon was fred i in 5 chan \he, been 
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Mabe de eee aid much wich little! in 1 5 Nerd 5 
; revenged the French flag, if we may call revenge what does 
not redreſs national misfortunes. The ſervices of la Your- | 
donnais were rewarded with the Baſt ille. | 
At laſt the. peace of Alx la Chapelle is 3 = eight 
years deſtruction, ruins, burning of towns taken by ſtorm, | 
retaken, and razed, after the Mediterranean, the ocean, 
the ſtas of America, Aſia, and the Indies bad been reddened 


3 French TOO: ray whom, did all thoſe, evils, thoſe . 
5 | ſcourges 


of Pruffia, threatened by the formidable preparations. made 


_—_ 
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ſcourges come upon that unhappy kingdom? Becauſe an 
old - ambitious prieſt - and courtezans governed under the 
name of that weak prince, who was unfit for all active pur- 
ſuits, and loft in ſhameful pleaſures, becauſe he had put. his 

diſgraced ſceptre in their hands. C 

It would have wanted whole ages of peace to redreſs the 
injuries which France had ſuſtained by exceſſes, depredations, 
and the calamities of war; but tranquillity was of a very 
ſhort duration, and interrupted by diſputes with the Engliſh 
about. the limits of Acadia, adjacent to Canada, and ceded 
by the treaty of Utrecht. 7) 3 2 Ol 
_ Twenty new charges of farmers general were created, 
or twenty individuals purchaſed the right of tyrannizing 
over the nation in the king's name ; and the expences of the. 
firſt. years of this calamitous war were defrayed by loans. 
The French were again betrayed to the Engliſh. The king 


around him, relying on his hundred and fifty thouſand, fol- 
diers, ravages Saxony, and diſcovers projects which have 
perhaps juſtified his invaſion. France unites herſelf with 
Mary Thereſa whom it had ſo ſhamefully treated. It ſends 
forces to make Pruſſia reſtore Sileſia, having but a few years 
before ſupported Frederic in taking it. „„ 
The king of England, whom we have ſeen defend Auſtria, 
became now its moſt dangerous enemy. Sweden, formerly 
againſt Auſtria, ferved it againſt Frederic. Germany was a 
prey to fix arinies, which devoured it at the ſame time. 
Haſeneſs andathe moſt caring intrigues became more and 
more the rule of the miniſtry : a proſtitute was at the helm, 
appointed and recalled generals; all was ſold, as it were, by 
public auction. 1 MST Jn N 
Ageneral without {kill, appointed by avarice, goes through 
the baſe and cruel ſham manceuvrg of toilets, far from the faſ- 
cinated eyes of the diſſolute monarch, and all this accounts 
for the loſs of the battle of Roſbach. Able officers were ſure 
of being recalled; the cabinet was dead to every feeling f 
ſhame, and by its contempt of opinion inſulted all France. 
The ſatellites of the deſpot bade defiance to the murmurs. of 
the people. The nation was overwhelmed with adverſe 
blows, defeats foreſeen hy the minifters and courtezans. 
They knew what general would be beat, a treacherous cor- 
Teſpondence was carried on with the enemies of the State; 
and amidft the diftrefles of the kingdom, prodigality, out- 
rageous ſcandal, immoderate and exceſſive lewdneſs, de- 
graded the monarch both in the eyes of his enemies, and his 


45 


people. 
8 He 
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He drained the kingdom of men and money, to march ar« 
mies into Germany whence the robbers came who enſlaved 
us, and whoſe plains are covered with the bones of millions 
of . Frenchmen. France was fold and betrayed, The gold 
of England operated, under this ſhadow of a king, as the 
millions of Lewis XIV. often did in the Britiſh parliament : 
it corrupted miniſters, generals, and above all, the favorite 
_ proſtitute, who ſold the loſs of a battle at ſo many millions. 
'To deal in human blood, to contract for twenty thouſand 
'murders, is the moſt barbarous crime ever committed, Lewis 
laid ſnug in the embraces of that Babylonian harlot, for- 
getting the - diſgrace of his ſceptre, not ſeeing from the 
receſſes of his palace the bloody ruins, the veil of miſery and 
death ſpread all over the deplorable kingdom. Bore 
- Theſe' were the kings on whom depended the welfare of 
the nation ! theſe were the inſignificant or ferocious tyrants 
who have preyed on her theſe fourteen centuries ! yes, during 
theſe three dynaſties of uſurpers, of foreign plunderers, the 
people of France have not ſeen a ſingle moment's repoſe, li- 
berty, or happineſs !. curſed be for ever the hell-born genius 
that gave us kings! HEELS? % oye > ome T 
Though the frontiers of France were not attacked, Ger- 
many was the abyſs which ſwallowed all her reſources. 
In 1762, no money, no credit, no ſoldiers : thus was the 
nation reduced by ſenſeleſs and tyrannical projects. There 
were citizens who ſhowed virtues worthy of republicans, and 
| ſeldom to be met with but in a free ſtate : they carried their 
plate to the mint to be coined in crowns, and to make amends 
for the gold ſunk in Germany. The deſpotic government 
_ conſidered this generous action as þ duty incumbent on the 
people to pay for the cruel were and exceſſes which 
miniſters had committed, SN 1 VR 
- At laſt, peace is obtained as a grace Feb. roth 1763. The 
State loſt in that fatal war, the flower of its youth, more 
than one half of the ready caſh circulating in the kingdom, 
its navy, its commerce, its credit, all was brought to nothing. 
Such a load of diſaſters might have been warded off by ceding 
to England a miſerable tract of land adjacent to Canada; 
but ſome ambitious individuals, in order that their interfe- 
rence ſhould be wanted, involved France in that fatal war 
the ſame mode of conduct had been adopted in 1741; the pride 
of three or four ſatraps, who governed under tyrants, are ſuf- 
. Hcient to deſolate Europe, to deluge both worlds with blood. 
This king's debts run ſtill higher than thoſe' of Lewis XIV. 
The extraordinary war expence amounted in one twelve- 
month to four hundred millions; France would not aig 
$7 | | Ir been 
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been leſs diſpeopled, drained, arid ruined, had it even been vie- 
torious; it ſhould lay fallow and be deſerted by thoſe num- 
| berleſs maſſacres. It is a frightful truth that ſo many horrid 


diſaſters have only been cauſed by thoſe: men, thoſe indi- 
viduals, thoſe tyrants called kings. Is there a ſlave ſo ſtupid, 


ſo ignorant, as to dare to deny the terrible deeds they; are 


charged with, to dare to maintain that the nation has been 
conſulted, that it was with her conſent thoſe wars have been 
undertaken, thoſe murders of nations committed, which 


laſted ever ſince German freebooters ſeized and ranſacked the 
land we inhabit, and placed their throne upon the bones 


14 


5 


ducing 


By how many cruel and obſcure iniquities has he diſgraced 


reduces the people to famine, to pay a proſtitute. Several 
private perſons forfeited their heads for having carried on 


this ſhameful traffic: as great a deſpot as Lewis XIV. he 


goes to parliaments, and tells the members that he inſiſts 
upon their obedience; and ſhall puniſh every one that ſhalf 
| ſhow himſelf' refractory to his commands, takes from the 


chamber of records the proceedings againſt the duke of 
Aiguillon, whoſe ſon expiated, by dint of patriotiſm, 'the er- 
rors of his father: finally, in 1771 he breaks, by his arbi- 


trary and abſolute authority, without conſulting the nation, 


all his parliaments, which were a counterpoiſe, unfaithful 


and too weak indeed, between her and the abſolute power; 
notwithſtanding it was the action of a tyrant who bears 


down every thing under his abſolute command. 
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Crimes enough againſt his memory; public attempts | 
enough upon the rights of _ people; I ſhall not ſearch. 
No 4 | | £5 EO 2 into N 
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mts the horrid fuſpicions which rendered him fo odious 
T' ſhall not ſtir the aſhes of the queen, the dauphin and dau- 
phine ; Lewis XV. thou didſt fee. them intombed with a 
thirſty eye; their remains are now placed beſide of thee; and 
_ could they feel, it would perhaps be their puniſhment, 
Here expires the duration of thoſe three dynaſties of rob- 
bers, uſurpers, and tyrants, none of whom deſerves the 
fmalleſt indulgence, who all did plunder, rob, and exterminate 
the nation. Where is then the boaſted happineſs of being 
governed by kings! We are now going to conſider with the 
ſame boldneſs and impartiality, that part of the reign of 
Lewis XVI. now extant, VV 
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. 8VRNAMED THE. RESTORER or LIBERTY. 


- 


— 


i dene, io 
WWE hall examine ſome years of the reign.of Lewis XVI, 
ohe firſt are obſcure, and not entitled to the notice of 
_ contemporaries and poſterity. All the kings. who, preceded 
him are convicted of having violated and deſpiſed the moſt 
ſacred rights of nations, of having eſteemed them no better 
in therempire than a vile. flock which they. oppreſſed at their 
pleaſure," which they cauſed to be butchered... We ſhall ſee; 
in a few. pages, if Lewis XVI. who was educated like them, 
after-having ſpent his life, ſurrounded by the deceitful train of 
the court, has got clear of the neceſſitated ignorance of kings, 
of the invincible pride which attends it, of the deſire of ab- 
ſolute power which hurries them away, tarniſhed all their 
reigns, and contaminated them with exceſſes, unjuſt deeds, 
crimes, and barbarities. King of the French ! if thou be not 
exempted,. I ſhall-congratulate thee; becauſe, of the ſixty- 
one kings who form the monarchy, not a ſingle has avoided 
thoſe. fatal ſhoals: happy. ſhould I be, to make in thy 
favor; that honorable and aſtoniſhing exception, if thou ſeem - 
to deſexve it. If facts do eondemn thee, I ſhall judge with- 
qut heſitation, without evaſion, without diſguiſe; I am very 
ſenfible of my duty to-thee, ſo the laws be ſtrictly, executed; 
and. Lam ſenfible, above all, of my conſtant duties to trutb, 
to my country, to liberty. 1 4% CO ET) bc 


1 


Let us boldly proceed to an inquiry, which none did ever 
make in the life-time of kings. Let us examine if Lewis be 
either excepted from or compromiſed in the anathema hie 


— 
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has fallen upon all the kings; let us ſee, if before and after 
the opening of the National Aſſembly, he did ſhow himſelf 
a conſtant friend of liberty, deſirous or little jealous of abſo- 
lute power. I ſhall judge him from the epoch which pre- 
ceded that memorable diet; it was then he made a figare in 
the eyes of the people. FCC. 77 
Long ſince had the finances been in a deplorable ſtate, on 
account of the peculations committed by the court. A rob- 
ber, who was at the head of that department, was forced to 
have recourſe to ſuch expedients as ruined more and more 
the public treaſure; on the other hand, all the blood- ſuckers 
of the interior part of the palace, antichambers, &c. profiting 
by his prodigality, drained it entirely. © i 
Finally, to complete an enormous deficit, to fill the bucket 
of the Danaides, the famous edict of the timbre is brought upon 
the carpet. The parliament oppoſes it with a fortunate re- 
ſiſtance. Lewis XVI. what doeſt thou? Thou holdeſt a Bed 
called gf fuſtice, thou commandeſt, by thy full power and 
royal authority, that it be inſtantly regiſtered. Is not this 
a moſt ominous action? Does it announce a deſpot or the 
Reftorer of Liberty ? Frenchmen, I leave you tgjudge. ES 
 T know not what flave could give the name ot bed of juſtice 


to a ſeſſion where the monarch diſplayed all the abſurdity. of 


arbitrary power, where deſpotiſm was inſclently ſeated upon 


the ruins of the laws, where the general will was forced to 


bend to that of an individual, à man, and often a crowned 
tyrant, „ tene hg 1 } 
Lewis Phill > of Orleans aſks thee if it was a bed of juſtice, 
or a royal ſeſſion, he aſſiſted. It was to thee to clear up his 

i, doubts; and to reward him for his queſtion ; he obtains,” the 
next day, in anſwer, a letter of exile delivered to him by one 
of thy valets. Is this an action of a king-citizen, or of a 
moſt abſolute ſultan? Thy will, thy arbitrary rigor falls 
likewiſe upon two members of parliament, who had ſpoke 
with ſpirit ; thou ordereſt them to be dragged by barbarous 
ſoldiers out of the houſe whoſe members were all aſſembled. 
The gates of the palace are ſhut ; thou ordereſt the ſacred 
_ aſylum of the laws to be profaned : rude ſappers are inſtantly 

preparing to force them with their axes ; no reſiſtance is 
made, they are opened, and lo! a cohort of mercileſs ſbirs 
ſeize the two members amidſt their colleagues, and they are, 
by thy order, confined each in one of thoſe antres which con- 
tained ſo many victims. Should not this act of military deſ- 
potiſm make one apprehenſive of the danger of juſtice, liberty, 
and the life of citizens who durſt oppoſe thy arbitrary will, 


founded upon the ruins of the ſocial compact? 


N 3 5 I forego 
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the ſame will which a 
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I forego: the deeds more or leſs fatal to thy civic eue, | 


in order to examine thy conduct ſince the opening of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly. This examination will fix irrevocably the 


ae TNA of every free individual... 


Since the firſt days of June 1789, 1 hs the members of the 
National Aſſembly driven from their aſylum by order of the 


| monarch; T ſee one of the king's ſatraps command in his 


name in that temple which neither of ithem ought to have 
entered but with reſpect ; I Jee Aly" banefu [ deſpotiſm 
ſtruggling with liberty. . 
Aͤt laſt comes the famous ternty Wund 4 2585 when the 
king, the mandatory of the people, comes amidſt their re- 
prefentatives, without being called, without their conſent. 
A throne, a canopy, a ſceptre, a crown, and all the inſignia 
of royalty, the ſuperb and ridiculous pomp of kings, of 
Aſiatic deſpots, ſurround him; an inſulting contraſt between 
the executor. of the law and the ſimplicity of the legiſla- 
tors. Here the Riforer of Liberty ſteps forth from among his 
armed ſlaves, and conſcious of their ſtrength, dares, in the 
middle of his ſovereigns, pronounce the words, I command, 
it is the king x” ak words which remained unpuniſhed, and 
of whoſe ou ageous meaning the enlightened citizens were 
highly ſenſible, How! Lewis XVI. didſt thou forget that 
thy paſſive will ought only to obey? But thou never waſt 
taught obedience; thou didſt live regardleſs and wholly igno- 
rant of thy duties to the nation, conſequently 3 of 
the art of government. | 
This epoch plainly ſhows the deportment of adeſpot, who 
thinks he may do as he pleaſes. Citizens! pay attention to 
what he does on this occaſion, and compare this with what he 
ſhall do hereafter, as his frightful infignificance will ſoon ſo c 
overwhelm him, to reduce him to obedience ; do not forget 
that it is the ſame king, the ſame man, the fame individual, . 
85 and ſhall act. Circumſtances are 
alone changed; but character does not change like them. It 
1s a moral impoſſibility that a ſingle inſtant ſhould deſtroy a 
habit of thirty years. Lewis XVI. amidſt a deſpotic court, 
muſt neceſſarily have imbibed the fondneſs of abſolute power. 
He muſt be a fimpleton who would believe that he was thus 


weaned from it in a moment. Nay, nay, citizens, misfor- 


tungs and age only can operon that prodigy, that FERGIE 
in his foul, .- .-, 

All that has — ſaid is rathing, it yaniſhes at the time | 
when regiments of aſſaſſins marked with the fatal chalk the 
heads of the proſcribed; when cannons, balls, mortars, and 
we 8 infernal implements. of war threatened the capital » 
1 . 
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be made a prey to the flames and the ferocity of foreign ſol- 
diers; when horrid plots were gontrived in his palace, in 
his eyes with his conſent, againſt that liberty of which he 
is called the Reforer, Lewis XVI. thou art landing between 
two moſt cruel rocks: either thou or thy miniſters have gi- 
ven cruel and tyrannical orders. If they are thoſe to whom 
the ſceptre of the French is entruſted, if thou thyſelf haſt 


dictated them . 1 ſhudder... . . and, in both caſes, am 


ſilent either from fear or terror. 


At laſt, on the 14th of July, the taking of the Baſtille, 
the commotion, the deſertion of thy troops, ſtrike thy foul 


with terror, and make tremble the wretches about thy per- 
ſon. They fly, and leave thee to the mercy of an injured 
and irritated people; thou ſeeſt thy throne ſhake for the firſt 
time: how, inſignificant and unavailing is thy power, when 
the people forſake thee! Thou art adviſed to have recourſe 
to the only means left to thee, to. throw thyſelf in the arms 
of the nation: thou takeſt this reſolution ; thou goeſt to the 
capital to ſtoop the pride of the diadem before three hundred 
_ thouſand armed citizens. To reward thee for this proceed- 
ing, of the moſt urgent neceffity for thy own ſafety, they 
give thee title of Re/forer of Liberty, I know not whether it 
ought rather to excite laughter or pity ; are they ſlaves, mad- 
men, or free citizens who gave thee that title? How! good 
people of Gallia, don't you fee a conquered king that ſub- 
mits to victorious citizens, that ſubmits till the moment 
when he may be able to enſlave you again? On our part, 
we do aſſure you that we never made ſuch a diſavowal, ſuch 
a renunciation of the principles ſacred to eternal reaſon and 


the experience of all ages. , 


From that memorable epoch, graven in the heart of all 
Frenchmen, the enemies of the State appeared: frightened, 


palfied ; and Lewis himſelf remained till October following, 
in a ſtupor which marked the panic that ftruck his whole 
court; it did not laſt long. The preſident of the National 


Aſſembly brings him the declaration of the rights of man 
and citizens, and that part of the conſtitution which had been 
decreed for his acceptance, he refuſes to ſign. To refuſe ac- 
cepting the rights of man and citizens! Nay, can we look 


upon him as a friend to liberty which it conſecrates! can we 


believe him a. friend to the revolution to which it owes its 
exiſtence ! none can but he that is born blind, none but the 


trembling and ſtupid ſlave. Who does not ſee from this re- 
. fuſal the hope of ſucceſs promiſed by the infernal orgies of 


the life guards, thoſe orgies which he aſſiſted amidſt the male 


and female ariſtocrats of his court; thoſe ſacrilegious orgies, 
„ ok MA oor where 
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| here hortid blaſphemies were uttered againſt me den, 
where the cockade of the eguntry was trod upon? He ſaw it, 
heard it, authorized it by his preſence, ratified thoſe ſcandals, 
thoſe outrages, and permitted to hoiſt the black and white 
cockade, Is it the reſtorer of liberty that ſuffers the colors 
of the nation, colors he ought to cheriſh, to be trampled 
upon! Or is it the friend of thoſe colors that attempts to 
rally the enemies of the country | 2 The anſwer | is Jon 72 291 
vocal. 

This criminal conſpirac is tit:overed 8 e on the 
celebrated 5th and 6th of October, againſt which ſo many 
mercenary and ſuborned enemies have ſpread the moſt calum- 
nious reports. Inſtead of ſetting out for Metz, the king is 
brought to Paris amidſt the armed citizens and ſoldiers to 
avenge this affront given to all the nation; he arrives, pre- 
ceded: and followed by a great number of waggons full of 
flour which had been laying in the magazines of the court, 
whilſt Paris ſuffered alFthe horrors of famine by theſe mi- 
niſterial manœuvres. 

What has he done ever ſince to deserve the tender title that 
has been given to him? a ſingle action contradicted by facts: 
in the ſhadow of his court, in the middle of the conſpira- 
tors, a thouſand plots were contrived, a thouſand oppreſ- 
fions, a thouſand fatal feerets, which bear the mark of the 
Youvs Ra | 

What crowns his civic zeal, is the letter which he ferit to 
the National Aſſembly on the gth of June, in which he de- 
. five and twenty millions to defray the expences of his 

ouſehold; befides the revenues of his parks, domains, fo- 
Teſts, and pleaſure- -ſeats, which ſwell the civil liſt to about 
forty millions; moreover, four millions for the queen's dow- 

the reimburfement of the pretended finance of the 
charg es of his houſe and thoſe of his brothers, a finance ne- 
ver Eaofted! in the public treaſure, and amounting to near 
one hundred millions. For whom, pray, for whom are 
| thoſe exorbitant ſums when the ftate is within two inches of 
its ruin on account of the peculations of the court? Citi- 
Zens, never forget that with millions one purchaſes flaves. I 
faid it already, and do repeat it again that it may be remem- 
bered, his laſt demand was fo . oh as'even to provoke 
the miniſterialiſts themſelves. Are all theſe the doings of 
a citizen, or of a king who thirſts after the tears of the un- 

+ fortunate? 5 
Now comes the guinbrpr fg" of the 14th of July, when 
citizens and foldiers came from the remoteſt quarters of the 
kingdom : the king affiſts the ceremony, but not as reſtorer 
| | ot 


have come amidſt the repreſentatives of the people, and not 
in a pompous chariot; he aſſiſts, but by himſelf, taking 4 


ſolitary oath, not as the reſtorer of liberty who-ſhould have 


been at the altar of the country, Aifting his hand in à pictu- 
reſque and impoſing manner, ſwearing to preſerve that con- 
ſtitution, to defend that liberty, of which they call him the 


Refarrere) 


I omit A; thouſand deeds, A thou fand guilty manceuvres of 
the cabinet, of the committees of the National Aſſemby, and 


| ſhall ſpeak of the maſſacre at Nancy. The. public opinion is 


formed; all the miniſterial ſhifts and reports cannot waſn off 


the blood which ſtains the baſe ſatraps who cauſed the diſaſter 


which, happened in that unfortunate city. Lewis XVI. all 


the citizens accuſe thy miniſters of having been concerned 


in that bloody carnage, of having conſpired againſt the 
country, of having kindled the fires of diſcord in the colo- 
nies, of having cauſed the troubles in Breſt and Thoulouſe, 
of having cauſed the maſſacres of Nimes, Montauban, &c. 
The incenſed nation demands their diſmiſſion, and thou 


continueſt obſtinate for a long while, without gratifying that 
wiſh generally manifeſted, thou, who art but the agent of the 


public will! didſt thou believe to brave thus the genius of 


the nation? Didſt thou believe to keep in place thoſe vizirs, 


thoſe ſubaltern agents of the affairs of the republic in ſpite of 
the diſapprobation and clamors of the people, whilſt there is 
no law in the world that can bind them to continue thee in 
truſt in ſpite of themſelves, to continue thee as ſupreme 

agent of their ſovereign commands? Thoſe notorious mi- 

niſters write a letter, to which thou returneſt the moſt affec- 
tionate anſwer; thou telleſt them, I always found you friends 
to the people, to order, to juſtice, and to the laws, Great God! 
friends to the people whom they oppreſſed and wiſhed to en- 
lave ! friends to order in trying to kindle a foreign and civil 


war! friends to juſtice joining the conſpirators ! friends to the 


laꝛos not executing the decrees of the National Aſſembly! 
Their letter was falſe, hypocritical, and perfidious; thy an- 
ſwer encouraged by its approbation the attempts of the ene- 
mies of the State; and both were denounced to the nation. 

Thou didſt demand a military houſehold, a numerous 


guard; a guard amidft an enlightened nation, amidſt French- 
men, becomes an outrage. 


What ſhall I ſay of thy dilatorineſs in accepting the civil _ 
conſtitution of the clergy ? Know that what has once been 


dangerous, is now only ridiculous, The nation, ſole ſovereign. 


by herſelf, is accountable to no one for her actions; ſhe modi». 
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the inexorable cenſure. of poſterity, in ſhort, beware of being 
finally ranged among the tyrants, thy predeceſſors, take care 
not to reſemble them! In this age of knowledge,; when the 
liberty of the preſs brings all thy proceedings to light, un- 


, Favels all plots, prevents all crimes, thou muſt be virtuous, 


. thou muſt reſpect yon or the a of the nation AH 
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